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TRADITIONAL CHINESE
. BAHEZ,

o IR F| KT

JYUTPING

1. ngo5 gam1 ziu1 ci4 dou3,
2. ci4 dou3 gei2 noi6 ?
3. siu2siu2 zel, sap6 dim2,

4. jat1 go3 zung1 tau4 ?

ENGLISH
1. A: | was late this morning.
2. B: How late?
3. A Just a little. 10 o'clock.
4. B: An hour?

VOCABULARY



siu2 siu2 zet,

Just a little bit.

Traditional Romanization English Class
just (placed after an
wh zef adjective) adverb
?ﬂ 7 ziul zou2 morning noun
TE haa6 zau3 afternoon noun
‘:]j F zung1 ng5 noon noun
H 28 jat6 tau2 daytime noun
", je6 maan5 evening noun
A-F gam1 ziu1l this morning noun
i 3| ci4 dou3 to be late verb
3 i gei2 noi6 how long phrase
b b siu2 siu2 a little adjective
A gam1 maan1 tonight noun
SAMPLE SENTENCES
b D R LK.

ziul zou2 heoi3 jam2 caa4.

(I) have Cantonese brunch in the morning.

TEHF I

haa6 zau3 hou2 mong4.

(I'm) busy in the afternoon.

S

zung1 ng5 houZ2 jit6,

It's hot at noon.

HEEHERT,
jaté tau2 jiu3 faani gungi.

() need to work in the daytime.

&%%%o

je6 maan5 heoi3 waan2.

(I) go out at night.




AEATE R TR E 2|

gami ziu1 mou5 ci4 dou3. nei5 jaué ci4 dou3.

(I) wasn't late this morning. You're late again.

i 2| K2 (=R

ci4 dou3 gei2 noi6 ? keoi5 gout siu2 siu2,
How long were you late for? (how late?) He's a little bit taller.
B A % T

ngo5 dei6 gam1 maan1 heoi3 waan2,

We're going out tonight.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

BeE 2’ A E B0 R R T LUK

=il

time-of-day 7 7~ 5 ] B4 77 35 — Al ik & ] F B FEL
T EEA B EEA,

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Where to Put Time Words in Cantonese
A& 3|

"l was late this morning."

In Cantonese, we generally put time words at the start of sentences before the main verb of
our sentences. This lets us know right away whether we are talking about something that will
happen tonight, tomorrow, or something that happened yesterday. If there is a subjectin the
sentence, we can put the time word either immediately before or immediately after the
subject. For an example, consider the sentence /7\ H 'ﬁi%ﬁi gam1 jat6 ngo5 heoi3 gaait
("Today, | go shopping"). The word for "today” (4~ H ) is placed right at the beginning of our
sentence, even before the subject (%’E). For more examples, consider the following
sentences:

For Example:



iR (&
ziul zou2 heoi3 jam2 caa4 .
"(I) have Cantonese brunch in the morning."

o 4F 4F 2L
zung1 ng5 hou2 jit6 »
"lt's hot at noon."

TEHI.
haa6 zau3 hou2 mong4 .
"('m) busy in the afternoon.”

HEERT,
jaté tau2 jiu3 faan1 gung1 o
"(l) need to work in the daytime."



