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Traditional Chinese

gooboobodgd
go?
gooooon

Jyutping
m4 goil din6 si6 sai3 sengl dil aal.
dim2 gaai2 ?
janl wai6 taai3 daai6 sengl [
English
A O Please turn the TV down a bit.
B O Why?
A [0 Because it's too loud!
Vocabulary
Traditional Jyutping English
00 janl wai6 because
00 jam1 hoeng2[] stereo
000 saul jam1l geill] radio
00 syut3 gwai6[] fridge
000 mei4 bol loud4 O microwave oven
0 s02 ji50 therefore
00 din6 si6 television

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

ooooooooooon janl wai6 ngo5 beng6 zo2 0 Because I'mill, | don't go to
s02 ji5 m4 faanl hok6[] school.
oooooooo nil tou3 jaml1 hoeng2 hou2  This stereo is really classy.
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goul kapl O
oooooooo ngo5 zungl i3 tengl saul | like listening to the radio.
jam1 geilld
oooooo syut3 gwaib6 jau5 syut3 goulll There's ice-cream in the fridge.
gooooon mei4 bol loud hou2 fongl The microwave is convenient.
bin6]
gooooobooooo janl wai6 nei5 mong4 [0 so2 Because you were busy,
ji5 m4 wan2 nei5[] therefore | didn't ask for you.
gooboobogd gaal jan4 zoi6 jatl hei2 hon3 The family is watching
din6 si6l] television.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Explaining Why
opooooord

janl wai6 taai3 daai6 sengl1[1]

"Because it's too loud!"[

Unlike English, when explaining, Cantonese employs both [0 00 ("because") and [0 0 ("so")
in one sentence. But in oral Cantonese, it's not a must. You could drop out either 0 [J or
O O if you want, sometimes even both. Also, Cantonese prefers to state the cause before
the result (O O AO 0O O B), but when the result is stated first, it's going to be either zero 0 O
(so02 ji5) or beginning with I [0 [ (zil1 so2 ji5).
For Example:
1. 00AO ODOBO
"Because A, (so) B."
2.000BOOOOADL
"B, is because of A."
3.B,000A0
"B, is because of A"

O
Sample Sentences(]
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Cantonese Romanization[] 'English Translation"
0000000000 janl wai6 keoi5 lei4 ['Because he came, | left."
[] z02[10 J so2 ji5 ngo%

zau2(11]
000000000 janl wal6 jité[D [J so2 ji5 hoil['Because it's hot, we turn
O laangb hei3[l the cooler on."
0000000000 janl waib hau2 '‘Because of the thirst, we

hot3[1Dl (1 so2 ji5 jam@rink water."

5e0i2(]
Oo0ooooooad anl wai6 '‘Because (I was) tired, (1)

Quiblll [ so2 ji5 daaok a taxi."

dik 1D

0
Examples from This Lesson(] []

1L.0o00odgo
janl wai6 taai3 daai6 sengl.
"Because it's too loud."[

O
Language TipO

There are other words in Cantonese that mean "because" and can be causes or reasons,
such as 0 0O (jau4 jyul) and O O (geil jyul). But they are more formal and less common
than O O.
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