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A Glowing Tradition: The Lantern
Festivalin Hong Kong
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE
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JYUTPING

- jyun4 siui

- gaub nin2 jyun4 siul zit3 , ngo5 zoi6 po4 po2 ukl kei2 dou6 gwo3 . dongt
si4 ngo5 dei6 jat1l cai4 fong3 jin1 faal , zing2 dangi lung4 , zyu2 tongi
jyun2 ,
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gan1 geoi3 zaap6 zuk6 , soeng6 jyun4 je6 , mou4 leon6 guni waan6 gwai3
jand |, ping4 man4 baak3 sing3 doul wui5 batl joek3 ji4 tung4 haang4 gaaii
gunil dangl . soengl gaal can3 geil zoeng1 soengl ban2 gong3 gaa3 cuki
siul , lou5 baak3 sing3 gei3 hon3 lius faal dangi jau6 ho2 ji5 zik6 ci2 geil
wui6 kau3 maai5 zi6 gei2 seoil jiu8 ge3 sangl wutb jung6 ban2 ., si5 min6
gang3 jauS lam4 si4 siu2 faan2 sau6 maai6 “ zau2 maa5 dangil ” . “ gatl lei6
dang1l ” . “ gikl sei2 fung1 dang1 ” ji5 kap6 si1 . gau2 . joeng4 . tou3
gok3 zung5 dung6 mat6 jing4 zoeng6 dik1 zi2 dang1 , gungl jan4 kau3

maaib . sai3 lou6 fan1 fan1 ling1l zoek3 maai5 loi4 dik1 dang1 lung4 sei3 cyu2
jau4 gwaang6 waan2 saa2 , lingl dang1 gwaang6 gaail .

ji4 ngo5 mun4 zeoi3 hei2 funi dik1 mok6 gwo3 jyul jan1 soeng2 jyun4 siul jint
faal maan5 wui5 , gok3 sik1 gok3 joeng6 dik1 jin1 faal ling6 nei5 gok3 daki
sai3 gaai3 doul fong2 fatl liuS »

ENGLISH

The Lantern Festival

| was at my grandmother's house for the Lantern Festival last year. We lit fireworks, made
lanterns, and cooked dumplings together.

According to traditional customs, on the evening of the Lantern Festival, everyone will
take to the streets to look at the lanterns. This holds regardless of whether you're rich or
poor, an honored person, elite government official, or civilian. Shopkeepers will even
take advantage of this opportunity to cut their prices so that people looking at the lanterns
may even buy some things for their daily needs. Some hawkers will also sell lanterns
with revolving parades of paper horses, lucky lanterns, "shocking" lanterns, and other
lanterns adorned with pictures of animals like lions, dogs, sheep, rabbits, and more.
Children like to buy lanterns and carry them around and play.
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4. Qur favorite is the Lantern Festival fireworks show. This has all kinds of fireworks and
makes you feel like the world itselfis in a trance.

VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
yiid jin1 faal fireworks noun
4‘%% gani geoi3 according to prep.
W& dangi lung4 lantern noun
EF gaub6 nin2 last year noun
I & sei3 cyu3 all around adverb

gok3 sik1 gok3

%\fi%\ﬁ% joeng6 different kinds phrase
B 1& fong2 fati in a trance adjective
X8 M lou5 baak3 sing3 civilians noun
/NER siu2 faan2 peddler noun
SAMPLE SENTENCES
BA AR RIERE W E o RBETERHLE, AFBEAD!
ngo5 neoi5 pang4 jau5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 tai2 jin1 gani geoi3 ho2 kaau3 gei3 siu1 sik1, hung1
faat. sau2 zau6 hai2 jap6 min6!
My girlfriend really likes watching According to reliable information, the
fireworks. murderer is inside!
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ji5 cin4 dong1 jaub jan4 git3 fan1 gei3 si4 hau6 gaub nin2 ngo5 heoi3 zo2 jat6 bun2 dou6 gwo3
zau6 wuib gwaa3 hung4 dang1 lung4. z02 ngo5 dyun2 zaamé gei3 sing3 daan3.

In the past when people got married they | spent my short Christmas holiday in
would hang up a red lantern. Japan last year.

BBz ZEFERE, WZIEE | BLAFTEA%E
{J—_\! naab neoib5 jan2 jau5 go3 daai6 zeoi2 baaft,

nei5 fong3 hok6 zi1 hau6é m4 houZ2 sei3 cyu3
heoi3, zik1 hak1 faan1 uk1 kei5! The woman has a big mouth.

Don't go all around after school, come
back home immediately!

EZ BRI, oA, REFTRT, HRBHEERR
keoi5 cam4 maan5 mou4 fan3, zing1 san4 jau5 ?(o
di1 fong2 fatt . ngob jiu3 hou2 hou2 duké syut, zoeng1 loid

wai6 lou5 baak3 sing3 fuk6é mou6.,
He is in a trance because he did not sleep

last night. | have to study hard to be of service to
civilians in the future.

EHAF LS PRRELETE AR,

je6 maanb jaub hou2 do1 siu2 faan2 haié uki kei5b lau4 haa6 maai6 saang1 gwo2,

In the evening there are a lot of peddlers selling fruit downstairs.

CULTURAL INSIGHT
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Lanterns and Dumplings

In fact, people in Hong Kong do not have a big passion for the Lantern Festival. The reason is



that the Lantern Festival is not a public holiday. Besides, Hong Kong has been under British
colonial rule for almost one hundred years and they have gotten used to Valentine's Day
already. Despite this, they will still get together and eat dumplings.



