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Cantonese Choice: Valentine's Day
or Lantern Festival?
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

T

o WHEEMPERKFZ—ERENRK, EZHMAMEZ—EEFLE "R
fasEME " Rk, ROTAE—8AFAGH G Rk

s A, RER—EXENREER, ERTEHEBRG Y REAREEY
w—EEH. BHEE, dESRASIATER T RWEZ, ER
FHOLUHWARR. XHEDPXAEEZRZBRITHEARG IR

o B BRW TR AGENTEEZ, XA AERFE DEEERN
RIEEHR? AE, ©/BEARTFEANFAL,

s KM EEETRFE2AMEAG, s8HEEeERELA L
OB Bk c k=, EFREME, LHAW. MHRK
WEREFEMRZ, BAERTZANFLSY, 2R WK ARRE
AWEF. FRAXMBEME, THaHENE, WA 8Ex0Wa, IURE
REBUE, MEBR, BT AERR, ERMAELZERTR?

JYUTPING

1. catl zik6

2. doul waa6 ngo5 mun4 zung1 waa4 man4 zuk6 batl si6 jatl go3 long4 maan6
dik1 man4 zuk6é , daan6 si6 ngo5 mun4 koek3 si6 jat1 go3 soeng2 daki ceotil
“ loeng4 saan1 baak3 jyu4 zuk1 jing1 toi4 ” dik1 man4 zuk6é , ngo5 mun4
koek3 si6 jatl go3 jau5 cing4 jan4 zit3 dik1 man4 zuk6 .
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3. catl zik6 zit83 , jyun4 zi6 jyul jatl go3 mei5 lai6 dik1 0i3 cing4 cyun4 syut3 |,
ze2 si6 zungl gwok3 cyun4 tung2 zit3 jat6 zungl zeoi3 geoi6 long4 maan6 sik1
coi2 dik1 jatl go3 zit3 jat6 » min6 deoi3 je6 hungl , gu2 wong5 gami loi4
jaub do1 siu2 jan4 daai3 zoek3 deoi3 mei5 hou2 0i3 cing4 dik1 hot3 mong6 |,
cungl ging2 zoek3 zi6 gei2 dik1 mei6 loi4 . jau6 jau5 dol siu2 man4 jan4
mak6 haak3 zik3 zoek3 cyun4 syut3 syuil faat3 jan4 gaani dik1 zani cing4 .

4. jin6 jyu4 gam1 zi6 cung4 sail fong1 dik1 cing4 jan4 zit3 cyun4 jap6 zung1l
gwok3 hau6 , jau6 jau5 dol siu2 jan4 wan6 gei3 dakl zi6 gei2 ze2 go3 cyun4
tung2 dik1 long4 maan6 zit3 jat6 nel ? kei4 sat6 , catl zik6é jyun4 bun2 zaub
si6 zung1 gwok3 jan4 dik1 cing4 jan4 zit3 .

5. ngo5 gei3 dak1l sai3 go3 dik1 si4 hau6é wan6 bat1 si6 hou2 hing1 ji6 jyut6 sap4
seid3 dik1 cing4 jan4 zit3 , baa4 baal maa4 maal wui5 zoi6 nung4 lik6 cati
jyuté catil jat6 dik1 si4 hau6é gan1 ngo5 mun4 gong2 ngau4 long4 zikl neoi5
dik1 gu3 si6 , wan6 wui5 baai2 go3 san4 toi2 , soeng5 hoengil baai3 san4 .
ji4 deoi3 jyul ngo5 dil ji3 ji6 kei4 sat6 gang3 gaal sami1 haakil , jan1 wai6
z0i6 ngo5 sapb ji6 seoid3 naab5 nin4 catl zik6 , zau6 si6 ngo5 col lyun2 cing4
jan4 tung4 ngo5 biu2 baak6 dik1 jat6 zi2 » dong1 si4 daai6 gaal doul sai3
go3 , batl ming4 baak6é sam6 mo1 giu3 0i3 , jaa5 batl soeng2 heoi3 ming4
baak6é , so2 ji5 zi2 jiu3 ngo5 hei2 fun1 nei5 , nei5 hei2 fun1 ngo5 , zau6
gau3 liud . jin6 zoi6 soeng2loi4 , ze2 joeng6 ho4 soeng4 batl si6 zan1 0i3
net ?

ENGLISH

1. Chinese Valentine's Day
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2. People say that Chinese people aren't romantic by nature but we have created romantic
stories like "The Butterfly Lovers" and have a Valentine's Day of our own. Chinese
Valentine's Day, which originated from a beautiful love story, is one of the most romantic
holidays in China. How many people through the ages have looked towards the sky at
night, hungering for love, and imagining their own future? And how many writers through
the ages have wanted to express the genuine feelings of being human?

3. Buthow many people still remember this traditional holiday now that Western Valentine's
Day has come to China? The truth is that this Chinese holiday used to be our Valentine's
Day.

4. lremember when | was a child, February fourteenth was not popular at all. Instead, my
parents would tell us the story of the Cowherd and the Weaver Girl on July seventh and
set up an altar with incense for praying. And there is a deeper meaning to the holiday for
me. When | was twelve my first boyfriend confessed his love to me on that year's Chinese
Valentine's Day. We were too young to know what love is and didn't even want to
understand it. As long as | liked you and you liked me then that was enough. But thinking
of itnow, | wonder if maybe that is what we call true love?

VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
R ik man4 zuk6 nation noun
’%/\/Ei{l5 cing4 jan4 zit3 Valentine's Day noun
173 syul faat3 to express verb
) col lyun2 first love noun
1 = san4 toi4 altar noun
ﬁ%ﬁﬁ\i hou2 hing1 popular adjective
R long6 maan6 romantic adjective
AE zan1 oi3 true love noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



FRER—E S RREE K.
zung1 gwok3 hai6 jat1 go3 do1 man4 zuké6 ge3
gwok3 gaal.

China is a country of many nationalities.

BB —EABEE = TFHF
N

ngob5 ji5 ging1 zi6 gei2 jat1 go3 jan4 gwo3 zo2 ji6
sap6 nin4 ge3 cing4 jan4 zit3.

| have been alone for 20 years on
Valentine's Day.

BUETBRREROBRES, RE®
—B=TF%HR.

wai6 zo2 syui faat3 ngo5 m4 hoi1 sam1 ge3
cing4 seoi5 , ngo5 se2 zo2 jat1 pin1 saam1 cin1
zi6 ge3 jat6 gei3.

| wrote a 3000 word diary to express my
unhappiness.

A RAIT B
mui5 go3 jan4 gei3 co1 lyun2 dou1 hou2 naan4
mong4.

Everyone's first love is really unforgettable.

BT AL A = W

m4 hou2 lyun2 gam3 juk1 san4 toi2 dit1 je5.

Don't touch the things on the altar.

R AT B — 2 F R B AT AR
ni1 paai4 hou2 hing1 jat1 tou3 diné jing2 giu3
cim4 hang4 hung1 gaant,

The movie Inception has been really
popular lately.

AT A 4E IR B R AT
neoi5 zai2 dout zung1 ji3 long6 maané6 ge3
naam4 zai2,

Girls like romantic boys.

LR W ERTER TR o
zan1 0i3 bingé m4 haié gong2 gong2 haab zau6
jaub,

True love isn't something you can talk
yourself into.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

TWwAEE T NFRE FER LI W ARANAE, R AWEEZE AT
SCAL BT T ARPI R B AR, b & oo B R A AT R B R 2 B R ANE B
BAER? EER ALY A —HEENEE APE, B> AERETYE &
e g AN B2 BERABRERRtLA+EF A,



Valentine's Day or Lantern Festival?

According to lesson 16, Hong Kong people do not have much passion on Chinese
"Valentine's Day" (cat1 zik6). The main reason is that Hong Kong's culture



