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Jyutping

zoul ukl

tung4 daai6 bou6 fan6 si5 man4 jatl joeng6 U maai5 lau2 deoi3 jyul ngo5 lai4
gong2 O zau6 hou?2 ci5 jiu3 zung3 luk6 hap3 coi2 tau4 zoeng2 gam3 naan4 [J m4
hai2 O jingl goil hai2 naan4 gwo3 zung3 luk6 hap3 coi2 [0 zau6 hai6 janl wai4
gam2 [0 ngo5 zau6 hou?2 zi6 jin4 gam2 jing6 wai4 lau4 gaai3 tung4 ngo5 mou5
gwaanl hai6 [0 zik6 dou3 daai6 koi3 bun3 go3 jyut6 zil cin4 [0 fong2 dungl dat6
jin4 tung4 ngo5 gong2 [0 ngo5 dei2 ge3 hap6 joek3 zaub faai3 dou3 kei4 [ ji4
gaal dil lau4 gaai3 hai6 gam2 singl [ cung4 haa6 go3 jyut6 hoil ci2 0 nei5 ge3
ukl zoul jiu3 cung4 jatl cinl sei3 gaal dou3 jatl cinl catl 0 mou5 gaa3 gong2 [J
ngo5 dongl tong4 ngoi4 saai3 0 nil gaanl hai2 gaaul keoil ge3 ukl doul jiu3 jatl
cinl catl jatl go3 jyut6 [0 jau5 mou5 gaau2 co3 aa3 [0 fong4 dungl waa3 [0 mou5
gaau2 co3 [J siu2 jatl go3 sinl doul m4 dakl [

ngo5 nim2 0 waang4 dim3 doul hai6 jiu3 gaal zoul O batl jyu4 gonl ceoi3 bunl
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heoi3 si5 zungl sam1 [ tung4 jan4 dei2 gaap3 fan2 zoul jatl gaanl lei4 gungl sil
kang5 ge3 daai6 ukl [0 zung6 ho2 ji5 hanl faanl mui5 jat6 ge3 geoil maab fai3
tung4 maai4 soeng5 lok6 baanl ge3 si4 gaan3 [J jatl geoi2 loeng5 dakl [1 ngo5
zoengl nil go3 kyut3 ding6 waa3 zo2 bei2 fong4 dungl zil zil hau6 [0 fong4
dungl zung6 hoil saml gwo3 ngo5 [0 jyun4 loi4 keoi5 jatl zou2 zau6 wan2 hou2
sanl ge3 zoul haak3 [0 hang2 ceotl loeng5 cinl manl zoul nil tou3 fong2 0 so02
Ji5 keoi5 bik1 batl gap6 doi6 gam2 gon2 ngo5 bunl ceotl heoi3 [

jan4 cing4 laang5 nyun5 [0 sai3 taai3 jim4 hon4 [0 ngo5 wai4 jau5 zip3 sau6 [

jyul si6 ngob5 jik6 doul hoil ci2 maa5 batl ting4 tai4 gam2 wan2 ukl O mui5 jat6
ceoid zo2 faanl gungl O zau6 hai2 tai2 ukl [0 mui5 jaté doul gaau2 dou3 je6
maan5 sap6 dim2 sinl faanl dou3 ukl kei2 [0 zeoi3 goul gei2 luk6 hai6 jatl maan5
tai2 zo2 sei3 tou3 fong2 [J kei4 sat6 jyu4 guo2 ngo5 wan2 dei6 caan2 gingl gei2 [
bei2 jatl loeng5 cinl manl ge3 zungl gaai3 fai3 [0 zi6 gei2 zau6 wui5 hingl sungl
hou2 dol [0 daan6 hai6 nil dou6 ge3 zungl gaai3 hau2 beil hou2 caal 0 zung6
jau5 hou2 dol hai6 aakl cin2 ge3 tim1 [0 so2 ji5 hou2 ci5 ngo5 gam3 zil hanl sikl
gim6 jau6 sing2 muk6 ge3 neoi5 zai2 [1 gang2 hai6 zi6 gei2 wan2 ukl laal [

English
Renting an Apartment

As with most people, | think that buying a house is as difficult as hitting the first prize
in the lottery. Nope, it is even more difficult than hitting the first prize in the lottery.

That is the reason why | think | don't have much hope of buying a house.

Half a month ago, my landlord told me something. She said it was time to extend our
contract, but she was going to raise my rent from $1400 to $1700 a month, starting
the next month. She said this was because the overall price of the house was

appreciating, and there was no room for bargaining.

| was in shock that this kind of apartment in the countryside was still renting for
$1700 a month!

Was there some kind of mistake?

The landlord said there was no mistake and | had to pay every cent.
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Realizing that rising rental prices is an undeniable fact, | wondered why not move to
the city? First, | could rent a bigger apartment near my job and split the rent with
somebody else. This would also allow me to save on travel expenses and spend
less time commuting between my apartment and work, thus, killing two birds with
one stone.

After | told the landlord my decision, he was more excited than | was since he'd
already found a new tenant willing to pay $2000 a month to rent his apartment. So
that was why he wanted to get rid of me.

Not one to live in denial, | could only accept this development.
So | started looking for a new apartment.

Since | work during the day, | had to look for a new apartment in the evenings.
Because of this, it would be ten o'clock at night by the time | finally arrived home.

Actually, it's an easy job to find a house if you search through a house-hunting
agency and pay $1000 to $2000 as a finder's fee. But the agencies around here
have a bad reputation, and most of them work to cheat you out of money. | figured |
could save money and avoid being cheated by looking for an apartment myself.

Vocabulary

Traditional Jyutping English
00 zoul ukl to rent a house
0 ngoi4 saai3 to be shocked
00 gaaul keoil countryside
0 gaau2 co3 to make a mistake
00 haanl faanl to save something
(10 sing2 muk6 smart
00 hingl sungl to relax
(10 zoul haak3[ tenant
00 fong4 dungl landlord

000 si5 zungl saml city center
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Real Estate in Hong Kong

[l

Hong Kong has a limited area of space, and this has resulted in a housing shortage for Hong
Kong residents. They refer to Hong Kong as a "concrete jungle.”

Wealthy Hong Kongers prefer real estate next to the ocean due to the cool ocean water in
the summer and the warming effect in the winter. Although Hong Kong is a small island
surrounded by the sea, most of the normal Hong Kong residents live in city centers like Wan
Chai, The New Territories, and Kowloon. The houses there may not be as good as the
mansions built next to the sea, but the conveniences of living in the city pay off.

Many Hong Kong people still hold to the assumption that good fengshui can bring about
good luck. For example, the house must be located on the hill facing the water without a
view of a graveyard. They also prefer to live in a new house.
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