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Jyutping
zungl caul

jyu4 gwo2 syut3 gwo3 nin4 si6 zungl gwok3 jan4 zeoi3 zung6 jiu3 dik zit3 jat6 [
zungl caul jingl goil syun3 si6 zungl gwok3 jan4 dai6 ji6 zung6 jiu3 dik zit3 jat6 [
janl wai6 zoi6 zungl caul zit3 [ jan4 jyut6 loeng5 tyun4 jyun4 [0 si6 daai6 gaal
on3 ziu3 zaap6 zuké jiu3 zeoib6 zoi6 jatl hei2 dikl jat6 zi2 [J soeng2 soeng2 zungl
gwok3 jan4 dikl gaal ting4 gunl nim6 zanl si6 hou2 cung5 [0 so2 jau5 zung6 jiu3
dik1 zit3 jat6 doul si6 waib liuS gaal ting4 tyun4 zeoi6 [J cyun4 tung2 zungl caul
dik1l zaap6 zuk6 dongl jin4 zau6 si6 sik6 jyuté beng2 [1 soeng?2 jyut2 0 baai3 san4
0 fong3 jinl faal O daan6 si6 ngo5 heoi3 nin4 zoi6 hoengl gong2 gwo3 dik1
zungl caul zau6 gang3 gaal daké6 bit6 [
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janl wai6 si6 zungl caul zit3 0 ngo5 fong3 gungl hau6 dak6 dangl heoi3 tinl
hau6 siké maan5 faan6 [0 dou3 tinl hau6 miu2 si4 tengl dou3 jap6 binl cyun4 loi4
haaul lo4 daal gu2 dikl singl jam1 O feil soeng4 jit6 naau6 [J zoi3 soeng2 hon3
go3 gau3 ging2 [0 mut6 soeng2 dou3 ping4 si4 jan4 siu2 siu2 dikl gaail dou3
gaml tinl geoil jin4 jan4 saanl jan4 hoi2 O hon3 liu5 lou6 binl dik1 biul sikl coi4
zil dou3 jyun4 loi4 ze2 si6 jatl nin4 jatl dou6 dikl zungl caul fo2 lung4 sing4 wui6
0 jatl deoil jan4 mou5 lung4 [0 gang3 daaib6 jatl deoil jan4 naa4 zyu6 hoengl
soeng?2 jiu3 jung2 jap6 miu2 leoi5 zongl O janl wai6 cyun4 syut3 jatl zyu3 hoengl
ho2 ji5 ling6 nei5 hou2 wan6 seng4 nin4 0 ho2 sikl hou?2 siu2 jan4 nang4 gau3
zail jap6 [0 daan6 si6 dou3 cyu2 doul si6 ceotl loi4 gwo3 zit3 dikl jan4 wo4 fo2
lung4 O jité naau6 feil faan4 [0 hung4 hung4 dangl lung4 0 wo4 gok3 sikl jinl
faal O feil soeng4 jau5 zungl gwok3 cyun4 tung2 wan5 mei6 [

ngo5 hau6 loi4 zyunl mun4 saul caa4 liu5 mou5 fo2 lung4 jau4 loi4 -- cyun4 syut3
z0i6 jatl baat3 baat3 ning4 nin4 dik1l zungl caul zit3 cin4 jatl go3 maan5 soeng6
[0 daai6 haangl cyunl bei6 toi4 fungl ceoil zaap6 zil zai3 O jau5 jatl tiu4 daai6
mong5 se4 zeon3 cyunl tanl sik6 gaal cukl O cyunl man4 hap6 lik6 baa2 taal
daa2 sei2 jyul jatl gaanl po3 ukl noi6 [ jik6 jat6 toi4 fungl gwo3 hau6 [ faat3
Jin6 daai6 mong5 se4 ji5 mou4 jing2 mou4 zungl O jin4 hau6 cyunl man4 zau6
faat3 sangl wanl jik6é [0 dol jan4 sei2 mong4 [0 naab si4 jau5 dou3 si2 sing4 geil
ngai4 jin4 sung?2 ting3 [ syut3 daai6 mong5 se4 bun2 si6 lung4 wong4 zil zi2 0
janl ji4 gonga3 jik6 zingl ji5 si6 cing4 fat6é goil cyunl O ji4 cyunl zungl jau5 jatl
go3 lou5 jungl jau6 cingl syut3 san4 sinl daa2 gau3 bou3 mung6 0 janl wai6 hoi2
lung4 wong4 zeoi3 paa3 si6 fo2 lung4 [0 seoi2 fo2 batl hap6 O zoi6 zungl caul
zit3 lin4 zuk6 saam1 maan5 mou5 fo2 lung4 O zau6 ho2 ji5 gaai2 tyut3 ze2 coeng4
zoil naan4 O jin4 hau6 O cyunl man4 ziu3 baan6 0 gwo2 jin4 0 cyunl man4
dik1 jik6 zing3 cung4 ci2 maan6 maan6 siul satl liu5 [0 zi6 ci2 daai6 haangl mui5
nind zungl caul zit3 moub fo2 lung4 zau6 sing4 wai4 lius goil keoil dikl zaap6
zuk6 [

English
The Mid-Autumn Festival

If the Chinese New Year is the most important holiday for Chinese people, the
Mid-Autumn Festival is the second most important. This is because the Mid-Autumn
Festival takes place when the moon is roundest in the sky and that represents the
unity of families according to tradition. The concept of the family is very important to
Chinese people and that is reflected in an emphasis on holidays with family
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gatherings. Traditions during this time include eating moon cakes, watching the
moon, praying, and watching fireworks. But | had an extra special Mid-Autumn
Festival in Hong Kong last year.

Because it was the holiday, after | finished work | went for dinner at Tin Hau. Right
from the time | entered the area, | started hearing the sound of pounding on drums
and the area was packed. This made me curious to find out what was happening
and why a street that would normally be empty at this time was awash in a sea of
people. Then | saw a sign saying that it was the day of the annual Fire Dragon event
for the Mid-Autumn Festival. There were a group of people doing dragon dances and
another group holding joss sticks and heading into the local temple to worship (it's
said that burning a single joss stick on this day can give you luck for the whole year).
Unfortunately, only a few people could squeeze into the temple at a time. But
everywhere you looked there were people celebrating the festival and the Fire
Dragon. Everything was extraordinarily busy and there were red lanterns and
colorful fireworks everywhere. The place had an intensely traditional Chinese flavor.

Later on, | looked up the origin of the Fire Dragon Dance. Legend has it that one
night before the Mid-Autumn Festival in 1880, a big snake came to Tai Hang village
and ate the animals during the course of a typhoon. The villagers killed it in a broken
down house. The day after the storm though, the snake had disappeared and a
plague took hold of the village causing many deaths. A taoist priest then took the
opportunity to scare the locals. He said that large pythons are the princes of the Sea
Dragon King and the plague was a punishment for the village. An old man living in
the village then said that God had told him how to save people's lives. He said that
the Sea Dragon King is afraid of fire. Fire, dragons, and water can't co-exist. So the
villagers played the Fire Dragon Dance for three consecutive nights during the
festival and the plague disappeared like the old man had said. That is why the Fire
Dragon Dance has become a traditional holiday event every year in Tai Hang
village.

Vocabulary
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Traditional Jyutping English
00 tyun4 jyun4 O to reunite
00 dak6 dangll] specially
00 jité naau6] bustling

0000 jan4 saanl jan4 hoi2 [J a sea of people

00 saul caa4d [J to search
00 toi4 fungl1[] typhoon
00 mong5 se4] python
00 jik6 zing3 [ plague
00 lin4d zuk6O continuously

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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hou2 m4 jung4 ji6 ngo5 dei6

It's really hard for us to reunite

zungl jyul tyun4 jyun4 laa6l] as a family.
ngo5 dak6 dangl heoi3 maai5 | went specially to buy the
daan6 goul sung3 bei2 ngo5 birthday cake for my girlfriend.

neoi5 pang4 jaus0

hoengl gong2 ge3 caa4 lau4 Hong Kong’s tea houses are

mui5 ziul doul hou?2 jité
naau6l]

jatl dou3 zaul mut6d tung4
lo4 waanl doul wui5 jan4
saanl jan4 hoi2[]

always bustling every morning.

Causeway Bay is filled with a
sea of people every weekend.

ging2 caat3 gingl soeng4 hai2 Police always search

goul cukl gungl lou6 saul
caa4 ho2 ji4 cel loeng2[]
hoengl gong2 gingl soeng4
bei2 toi4 fungl jap6 caml [
ngo5 mui4 mui2 zeoi3 zungl
Ji3 zau6 hai6 heoi3 dung6
mat6 jyun4 tai2 daaié mong5
se4[] [

guestionable cars on the
highway.

Hong Kong always has
typhoons.

My sister really likes watching
pythons at the zoo.

jyud gwo2 dei6 zan3 zil hau6 If hygienic conditions aren't

mou4 cyu5 lei5 hou2 wai6

implemented after an

sangl cing4 fong3, hou2 jung4 earthquake, it's easy for there

Ji6 baau3 faat3 jik6 zing3[]

to be a plague.

keoi5 lind zuk6 jam2 zo2 luk6é He has been drunk six nights

maan5 zau2

continuously.
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Cultural Insight
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Playing with Fire

The Mid-Autumn Festival is very important to Hong Kong people. Families will gather and
have dinner together. After dinner, they will go for a walk, watch the moon, play with
lanterns, and also eat moon cakes. Many children like to play with lanterns because they can
light up the candles. In fact, they are playing with fire, and they don't just play with candles
but they also use the box of moon cakes to boil the candle wax. It is very dangerous
behavior. Many children are burned because of this. However, it hasn't changed from year to
year.
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