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Traditional Chinese
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Jyutping
jatl, ji6, saaml, seid, ngb, luk6, catl, baat3, gau2, sapb

ji6 sapb, saaml sap6, seild sap6, ngb sap6, luk6 sapb, catl sap6, baat3
sapb, gau2 sap6, jatl baak3

English

one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten

twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, ninety, one hundred

Vocabulary
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Traditional Jyutping English
— jatl one (1)
- ji6 two (2)
= saaml three (3)
q seil four (4)
H ngh five (5)
7N luk6 six (6)
+ catl seven (7)
J\ baat3 eight (8)
JL gau?2 nine (9)
+ sapb ten (10)

—+ ji6 sapb twenty (20)
VY- seid sapb forty (40)
Lt ngb sapb fifty (50)
N luk6 sapb sixty (60)
++ catl sapb seventy (70)
J\+ baat3 sap6 eighty (80)
1t gau?2 sapb ninety (90)
—H jatl baak3 one hundred (100)
=+ saaml sap6 thirty (30)

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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keoib bei2 zo2 jath bun2
syul ngob.

ngob ukl kei2 hai2 ji6
lau2.

keoib jaub saaml go3 sai3
loub.

ngob jaub seid go3d sail
loub.

bei2 ngob ngb manl zaub
dakl laa3.

ngob go3 neoib luk6 seoi3.

ngob dei?2 gungl sil jaub
catl go3 jand.

keoib zyub hai2 baat3 lau2.

He gave me a book.

My home is on the second
floor.
He has three children.

I have four children.

Give me five HKD, that’s
fine.

My daughter is six years
old.

There are seven people in
our company.

He lives on the eighth
floor.
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keoib baa4 baal jatl gau2
baat3 gau2 nin4 lai4 meib
gwok3.

ji4 gaal sap6b dim2 zungl.
ngob deiZ baanl dakl ji6
sapb go3d hok6 saangl.
ngob dei?2 baanl jaub seid
sapb go3 hok6 saangl .
ngob maa4 maal ngb sapb
seoid .

ze3 luk6 sap6 manl bei2
ngob, dakl m4 dakl ?
ceotl binb catl sap6 doub

baat3 sap6 manl dakl m4
dakl ?

go2 go3d loub jan4d gaal gau2
sapb seoid .

nil god daai6 laud jaub
jatl baak3 nin4 1ik6 siZ.
saaml sap6 hou6 hai6 ngob
saangl jat6, neib dakl m4
dakl haan4?

Grammar Points

Podcasts

His dad came to America in
1989.

It’s ten o clock now.

Our class has only twenty
students.

Our class has forty
students.

My mom is fifty years old.

Could you lend me sixty
HKD?

. It’ s seventy degrees

outside.
Is eighty HKD okay?

That old grandpa is ninety
years old.

This building has one
hundred years of history.
The 30th is my birthday. Do
you have time?

The Focus of This Lesson is Numbers 1 to 100 in Cantonese
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Number Cantonese Pinyin
1 — jatl
2 — 16
3 — saam]
! Uy seil
5 11 ngb
b A 1uk6
7 o catl
S \ baat3
O Ul cau?
10 - sap6
D0 1 ji6 sapb
30 —+ saaml sapb
10 Vg seid sapb
50 1 ngb sapb
60 N1 luk6 sap6
70 1 catl sapb
30 \1 baat3 sapb
PO L1 cau2 sapb
100 — jatl baak3

Additional Numbers Discussed in the Lesson

1. 721”7
ji6 sapb jatl
e

2. 7237
ji6 sapb saaml
=

3. 7657
luk6 sap6 ngb
NI

4. 788"
baat3 sap6 baat3
JAG AN

5. 7397
saaml sap6 gau2

=t
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6- //44//
sei3 sapb sei3

PP
7. 19"

sapb gau2
T

Cultural Insight

Cantonese Superstitious Numbers

The Cantonese are quite superstitious about numbers, believing some to be
auspicious, and others to be avoided as very unlucky. This originates from the
fact that a lot of Cantonese words are homophones. Some numbers have
pronunciations that are similar to other words with different meanings—words that
have either good or bad connotations.

For example, the number four is believed to be very unlucky and avoided whenever

possible. The reason is that the pronunciation of the number “four” (JU, sei3) in
Cantonese is very similar in sound to the word for “death” (%, sei2). The words

are phonetically identical; they only differ in tone.

On the other hand, the word for “eight” (J\, baat3) sounds very similar to the
word for “prosper” or “wealth” (#%, faat3), and therefore, is considered very
lucky. Because of the supposed auspiciousness of certain numbers, some Cantonese
people will even pay large sums of money for phone numbers, street addresses,
vehicle license plate numbers, or bank account numbers that they feel are lucky.



