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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A Tk o AR ?

. B: jtTE}E—‘]—‘ﬁ]\%o

3. A '}H% F*EJ tyljﬁ?

. B: Z%E S
JYUTPING

A tiu4 jyu2 jiu3 zing1 gei2 noi6 ?

2. B: daai6 koi3 sap6 fan1 zung1

s A gam2 zyul juké nel ?

4. B: caal m4 do1 jaa6 fan1 zung1
ENGLISH

1. A: How long does it take to steam the fish?

2. B: About ten minutes.

3. A: How about the pork?

4. B: About twenty minutes.

VOCABULARY



Traditional Romanization English Class

i zyu1 juké pork noun

# zing1 to steam verb

-5E fan1 zung minutes noun

& () zung1 tau4 hours noun

1t jaab twenty noun
Z"E% caal m4 do1 more or less adverb
A daai6 koi3 around adverb

RSN jyu2 fish noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

=)o AEI B

Zyul juk6 saami1 ganft. Zing1 gail houZ2 siké.

Three jin(=1.5 kilograms) of pork. Steamed chicken is delicious.

o b Ny >
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Luk6 fan1 zung1 zau6 gau3. Ngo5 dang2 zo2 nei5 cing4 go3 zung1!

Six minutes is enough. I've been waiting for you for one hours!
B AT BR HE B A 96 =5 % A% o

Keoi5 jaa6 seoi3 lei4 hoi1 hoeng1 gong2. Caal m4 do1 zau6 dak1.

He left Hong Kong at twenty years old. Being average is okay.

A= E B JB RATET FA A

daai6 koi3 saam1 baak3 mant. jing1 daté jin4 pok3 haab6 loi4 zaal jyud
About three hundred yuan. The eagle is flying and swooping for fish.

GRAMMAR



The Focus of this Lesson is How to Discuss Lengths of Time in Cantonese

T,

"Ten minutes."

Our grammar focus in this lesson is talking about lengths of time in Cantonese, as with +
£ (sap6 fan1 zung1) "ten minutes" or = FheE (saam1 miu5 zung1) "three seconds." Before
we get to the heart of this discussion though, let's first review the most common time words we
encounter in Cantonese:

LB
miu3 "second"

o

fan1 "minute"

3. /NEF
siu2 si4
"hour" (written)

4 5E

zung1
"hour" (colloquial)

5. H

Jyut6 "month"

. FHE

gwai3 doué6 "season"

. A&

nim4 "year"

Now that we've reviewed these common time words, let's review the two most common
structures we have for indicating lengths of time. The latter is the more colloquial of the two:

1. number + time word



. \SE.
2. number + time word + 42

What makes time tricky in Cantonese is that some time words must also be preceded by the
measure word {F (go3) when indicating lengths of time. There is no easy rule for
remembering these time words: 5% (zung1) "hour (colloquial)," 5% (zung1) "hour (colloquial),"
= (gwai3 doub) "season." For instance, to say "ten hours" we are required to say +1{H 5%
(sap6 go3 zung1). This is a somewhat arbitrary rule, but you will need to internalize itin order
to speak natural Cantonese.

For further examples, consider the following sample sentences:

s -
jaaé6 fan1 zung1
"20 minutes"

o HEE
bun3 go3 zung1
"half an hour"

5. —HsE
jat1 go3 zung1
"one hour"

o WHeE
leung5 go3 zung1
"two hours"

5. —{HFeE
jat1 go3 bun3 zung1
"one and a half hours"

Language Tip

In addition to 1 (903), another colloquial and common measure word you can use for "hour"
is I (nap1). So "one hour" can be either — & 4% or — FL4%. "Eight hours" can be either /\.
{8 4% or /\ fL %% .

On a final point, there are a very few cases in Cantonese where these rules don't apply. The



most common example is the phrase "24 hours," which is a set expression in Cantonese: 1

AN (jaab sei3 siu2 si4) and thus drops the measure word. The sentence "7-11 opens 24
hours a day" is thus translated as &+ — 4 1 /N B AT B (cat1 sapé6 jat1 jaa6 sei3 siu2 si4
dou1t hoil).

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Learn to Cook in Hong Kong!

Hong Kong is considered a culinary paradise, and not only for its amazing restaurants but
also for its huge variety of cooking classes. Just as you can find restaurants providing different
kinds of global cuisine on the island, so can you find an incredibly international array of
culinary classes. Some professional chefs from other countries even travel to Hong Kong to
receive training in how to prepare Chinese food, Thai food, Indian food, Southeast Asian
food, and even breads and beverages.



