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Traditional Chinese

goooooo

g
gooobobboodd
goon

Jyutping
Leng3 neoi2, nei5 hou2 sok3!
Dol ze6.
Ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 bei2 nei5 din6 waa2 hou4 maa5 ngo5?
M4 ho2 ji5.
English
A [ Pretty girl. You are so hot!
B O Thank you.
A [0 Can you give me your number?
B I No, | can't.
Vocabulary
Traditional Jyutping English
0 leng3 neoi2 pretty qgirl
[] sok3[] hot
[ [ dol ze6l] thanks
00 ho?2 ji5 [ can
O bei2[] to give
000 m4 ho?2 ji5[] can't
00 din6 waa2ll telephone
[0 hou6 maa5 number
0000 din6 waa2 hou4 maas[ phone number

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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Ngo5 ze6 zel hai6 jatl go3
leng3 neoi2[]
gaal ling4 hou2 leng3 neoi5]

Nei5 neoi2 jou5 hou2 sok3.
Dol ze6 kwaal zoeng?2.

Dol ze6 hap6 zok30

Ngo5 ho2 ji5 daap3 gungl
gaaul.

ngo5 dei6 ho?2 ji5 jatl cai4
heoi3[

Bei2 nil bun2 syul ngo50
Fo2 cel m4 ho2 ji5 feil.

Siu2 pang4 jau5 m4 dakl m4
tengl waab.

Podcasts

My sister is a pretty girl.

Carling Lau is very
good-looking.

Your girlfriend is hot!
Thank you for the
compliments!

Thank you for cooperating.
| can take the bus.

We can go together.
Give me this book.

Trains can't fly.
Children can't be disobedient.

m4 goilll binl dou6 jau5 din6 Excuse me, where can I find a

waa?2 [

phone?

nei5 ukl kei2 hou6 maa5 gei2 What's your room number?

dol?
Nei5 din6 waa2 hou4 maab
gei2 dol?

Grammar Points

What's your phone number?

Asking for Permission in Cantonese

goobooobbododd

"Can you give me your number?"

O

Our grammar focus in this lesson is on asking permission or asking someone to do you a
favor using the magic phrase [ O 0 O (ho2 m4 ho2 ji5), which literally translates as, "can or
cannot.” The most common way to use this phrase is to put it at the beginning of a request,
as in the question 0 0O 0O 0O 0O 0O O ,ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 bongl haa5 ngo5 ("Can you help me a
bit?"). If it is clear what you are asking from context, you can also simply say O 0O O [0 and
leave the rest of the question implied. The subject of the question is usually left unstated and
implied, but if you need to provide it, place it at the start of the question.[]

For Example:
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LO0o00ododoo
Ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 bongl ngo5 mong4?
"Can you help me?"
2.0000000
Ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 ceng2 gaa3?0
"Can | have some time off?"
.d0ooooooooon
Ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 bei2 nei5 din6 waa2 hou6é maa5 ngo5?[]
"Can you give me your email address?"

The proper way to answer this question is to simply answer [0 [0 (ho2 ji5) in the affirmative
or 000 (m4 ho2ji5) in the negative.

Language TipOd

Another way of asking permission is to use the phrase [0 [0 O (dakl m4 dak1), which can
also mean "can or cannot," or "Does it work?" You can simply replace 00 0 O O with 0O 0O 0O
in most situations. The major difference is that unlike 0 0 O O, O O O is positioned at the
end of a sentence. Our example sentence about asking for help would thus become
000000 0d,Dbongl haa5 ngo5, dakl m4 dakl ("Help me out, is that okay?").

Cultural Insight

Being Polite in Cantonese

0000 is a fairly polite way to ask for permission but you can never really be too polite
when you're speaking Cantonese, so let us give you a few extra words and phrases that can
work like magic when you're asking for something. First of all, remember to say "please" and
"thank you" by saying OO [0 (m4 goil). You can also say [0 [0 (maa4 faan4) and O (cing2) to
ask someone to do something for you, following this by [0 (nei5) if you want to be very
specific. And when someone does you a favor, be sure to say [0 [0 [0 (sanl fu2 saai3) or
0O (dol ze6) to thank them for their time and effort.
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