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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A AR I H B AATERE?

B: HEBHLKEE L, ERTHE, ReREF —EE
Hy 4 o

A: IR AT

B: RLEBEEZH, KEALTRKEEMMN, —FHE.

A B EERAN, TEEKEETRAER?

B: #, ﬁn%%ﬁ FEHMN, REZHEEWE, RUTH
ZHAR A T K E LMo

A: REEE BN

B: BURIE N, IRV AR & B R

JYUTPING

A: ni1 go3 ng5 jat6 jau4 ge3 toul caan1 hang4 cing4 hai6é dim2 ?

B: jau4 hoeng1 gong2 co5 fo2 ce1 dou3 soeng6 hoi2, wan6 hei3
hou2 ge3 waa2, nei5 wui5 dou3 daat6 dai6 jat1 go3 muké6 dik1
deib.

A: wan6 hei3 hou2 ?

B: hai2 soeng6 hoi2 ting4 lau4 saam1 jat6, jin4 hau6 co5 gou1 cuk1

fo2 ce1 heoi3 hong4 zaul, jat1 dang2 jyun5 zo6.

CONT'D OVER



ENGLISH

jau4 soengb6 hoi2 heoi3 hong4 zau1, pou2 tung1 ge3 fo2 ce1 m4
hai6 jat1 go3 zung1 ge3 mel ?

hai6, jyu4 gwo2 nei5 jau5 meng6 heoi3 dou3 hong4 zau1l, hai2
go2 dou6 jau4 laam5 loeng5 jat6, ngo5 dei6 wui5 zoi3 on1 paai4
nei5 co5 gou1 cuk1 fo2 ce1 heoi3 wani zaui.

ngo5 m4 soeng?2 heoi3 wan1 zaul wo3.

m4 sai2 daam1 sam1, nei5 ho2 nang4 wing5 jyun5 heoi3 m4 dou?2
go2 doub.

What does this five day package include?

You take the train from Hong Kong to Shanghai. If you're lucky,
you'll reach your first destination.

Lucky?

You stay in Shanghai for three days, then take the high speed train
to Hangzhou, first class.

Doesn'tit only take an hour to go from Shanghai to Hangzhou by
regular train?

Yes, and if you're still alive, you'll stay in Hangzhou for two days.
Then we'll arrange a high speed train to Wenzhou.

| don't want to go to Wenzhou.

CONT'D OVER



8. B: Don't worry, you might never get there.

VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
ZHE on1 paai4 to arrange verb
it 5 jau4 laam5 to visit verb
H A jaub meng6 to be alive adjective
=9 ting4 lau4 to stay verb
K E goul cuk1 fo2 ce1 high-speed train noun
H By H#, muk6 dik1 dei6 destination noun
ER wan6 hei3 to be lucky adjective
EE tou3 caant package noun
ElEES dou3 daat6 to arrive verb
AT leoi5 hang4 to travel verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

BT ERE, FRBERBR | A KA 8RB AG ok 2 H 0
BRI 22 HE gam1 ci3 ge3 soeng1 tai2 haié ngo5 maal mid
ngo5 zi1 dou3 nei5 hou2 m4 mun5 ji3, bat1 gwo3 on1 paaid ge2.

ni1 go3 zi2 haié lam4 si4 ge3 on1 paai4.
This blind date was arranged by my

| know you are dissatisfied, but this mother.
arrangement is only temporary.




S S Y

ngob zyu2 jiu3 soeng2 jau4 laam5 ming4 sing3
gu2 zik1.

| want to visit famous tourist and historic

ERAE S, B R .

m4 sai2 daami sami, ngo5 wui5 jaus mengé
faan1 lei4 ge3.

Don't worry, Il come back alive.

sights.
HHRZHRARRE G . B A A, AEE A EE K

doub jau4 on1 paai4 ngob dei6 hai2 ni1 dou6
tin4 lau4 loengb jat6.

The tour guide has arranged for us to stay
here for two days.

#,
ngo5 ning4 jyun2 co5 feit geil, dou1 m4 soeng2
co5 gout cuki fo2 cef.

| prefer to take a plane rather than a high-
speed train.

BT E B MR =
kok3 cit3 ge3 muk6 dik1 dei6 hai2 bin1 ? saam1
faan4 si5?

What is the exact destination? San
Francisco?

W R EREE, T A —
e .

Jjyud4 gwo?2 nei5 jaus wané hei3 ge3 waa2, zaué
hoZ2 ji5 caut zung3 jat1 fané lai5 maté.

If you are lucky, you can draw a price.

o =

dim2 gaai2 ni1 go3 ng5 jat6 jau4 tou3 caant
gam3 peng4 ?

How is this five-day travel package so

inexpensive?

W 4% BF 2 T DL B 3 B A T2
ngob dei6 gei2 si4 sin1 ho2 ji5 dou3 daaté6 muké
dik1 dei6 aa3 ?

When will we arrive at the destination?

RO AT

ﬁ?\%fﬁigun & %1:! o

ngo5 zeoi3 fan4 di1 jan4 leoi5 hang4 faant lai4 lo5 gung1 ngai6 ban2 dong3 sauZ2 seon3.

| hate it when people buy craft-ware as souvenir gifts when they travel.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Pattern & & ...... "t %

TREPEKREETR—HER -

"Doesn't it only take an hour by regular train?"



Our grammar pointin this lesson is about the grammar pattern VEAR R e (m4 hai6... ge3
meT). Although this pattern looks like it is a simple question, there is something subtle
happening here. Particularly, Cantonese speakers use this structure, not when they want to
know the answer to a question, but when they already suspect that they know the answer and
are looking to confirm it. In our dialogue, we hear this in the question %fﬂ,%xﬁ%%/@
$8 W eE ? (pou2 tung1 ge3 fo2 ce1 m4 hai6 jat1 go3 zung1 ge3 me1?) "Doesn'tit only take
an hour by regular train?". A more subtle translation might be, "l think it only takes an hour,
isn't that right?" The speaker is not asking an open question so much as making a statement
and challenging the listener to correct him.

For more examples of this sort of loaded question, consider the following sentences.
i AEREAR A K BRI 2

keoib5 m4 hai6 co5 fo2 ce1 heoi3 sam1 zan3 ge3 me1?
"Didn't he take the train to Shenzhen?"

o RAEIRATEATERT H B2
ni1 go3 leoi5 hang4 tou3 caan1 m4 haié ng5 jat6 ge3 me1?
"Is this the five day travel package?"

So remember: when Cantonese speakers use the pattern VEAR . R e they are not just
asking a question so much as confirming their existing beliefs and challenging the listener to
correct them if they are wrong.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Railways

There are a few options if you're interested in traveling to mainland China by rail. One of the
most comfortable is taking the 24 hour train to Beijing from the downtown Hong Kong train
station (right beside the Hong Kong Colliseum). Trains leave every second day during the
week. For most other destinations, travelers are best to transit into Shenzhen via the Lo Wu
Port. The journey from East Tsim Sha Tsui metro station to the Lo Wu transit point takes 42



minutes and costs around 5 USD. Once you cross the border you will be right at the gates to
the Shenzhen train station. Service is available to destinations in southern China (Guangxi,
Yunnan), although slightly less convenient to central and northern destinations.

If you are considering transiting into Shenzhen to save money on airfare, we suggest you
reconsider. Flying out of Hong Kong may be slightly more expensive, but the difference will
be eaten up in the transit expenses commuting from downtown Shenzhen to Lo Wu.



