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LESSON NOTES

Lower BeginnerS1#7
This Cantonese Dish Has an
Unusual Name!
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

OEA e AR AR A ?

> FFIE: 7

s BN B AR 4.2 ?

i FEJE: BRANAKIRE.
JYUTPING

1. HAAKS3 JAN4: go2 dip6 hai6 mat1?

2. SI6 JINGS: "lou5 siu2 ping4 on1."

3. HAAKS3 JAN4: zik1 hai6é mat1 aa3?

4. SlI6 JING3: zik1 hai6 jyu4 juk6é zing1 dau6 fu6.
ENGLISH

1. CUSTOMER: Whatis that dish?

2. WAITER: "Everyone in peace."

3. CUSTOMER: What is that exactly?

4. WAITER: That is steamed tofu with minced fish.

VOCABULARY



Traditional Romanization English Class

23 dip6 plate, plate of noun; classifier
0, % mat1 je5 what pronoun
l everyone (literally
# 0 lou5 siu3 “old and young’) noun
% ping4 on1 peaceful;in peace adjective
thatis; that means;in
BN 1% zik1 hai6 conclusion phrase
| iyud juké (flesh of) fish noun
=N ¥i2 dau6 fu6 faal tofu pudding
x zing1 to steam verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES
Y B 3k 4 o FIRAT B W2
loeng5 dip6 coi3 zau6 gau3 laa3. heoi3 leoi5 hang4 jiu3 zeon2 bei6 mat1 je5?
Two dishes are enough. What should we prepare for the trip?
REBAE D R . AN Z o
nit1 tou3 hei3 lou5 siu3 haam4 ji4. zuk1 nei5 ceotl jap6 ping4 onfi.
This movie is suitable for all ages. May you have peace wherever you go.
BE R &Y % BIAFAEE.
jin1 joeng1 zik1 hai6é gaa3 fe1 kau1 naai5 caa4. jyu4 juk6 hou2 jau5 jing4 joeng5.
Hong Kong-style coffee tea is a mixture of Fish is very nutritious.
coffee and milk tea.




SRS WA RN P S AAERMRTHE, TEFS

% o E

ji4 gaal m4 hai6é hou2 do1 dei6 fong1 sik6 dou2 zing1 seoi2 daan2 ge3 coid liu2 hou2 gaan2
dau6 fu6 faatl gaa3 laaé. daant, ji4 ce2 hou2 ji3 zing2.

Not many places offer tofu pudding now. The ingredients for Chinese steamed eggs

are very simple, and it's very easy to make.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

#

Itis an expression thatis very close to the English "young and old," because it is composed of
the words % which means "old," and //I\ which means "young." And as with English, it means
"everybody" or "every person."

P&

“F means "flat" or "smooth," while % means "tranquil" and "safe." Together they mean
"peaceful” or "in peace."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is Asking What Something Means

RN T 2
Zik1 hai6 mat1 aa3?
"What is that exactly?"

When we want to ask for a definition or some details about an object, we ask the question 34
74 T2 (zik1 hai6é mat1 aa3?) in Cantonese. You can use this phrase to ask about
anything you do not understand. It is especially useful when you are faced with a new term or
jargon and you don't know what it means. You can use this structure: [A] Ef 1% 4. %F ? where
[A] can be anything, from food to special terms in business to slang words.

Let's break it down:

4 f/%(zim hai6) "that is to say" or "that means"



4, (mat) "what"
7 (aa3) [a common final particle used in neutral questions]

For example:

. R
zik1 hai6é mat1 aa3?
"What is that exactly?"/"What does that mean?"

Zik1 hai6 jyu4 juké zing1 daué fué.
"Thatis (means) steamed tofu with minced fish."

More examples:

L TEDFZ HEREE
lou5 siu2 ping4 on1"zik1 hai6é mat1 aa3?
"What does "Everyone in peace" mean?"

o TWHH) BIEE T2
caau2 min6" zik1 haié mat1 aa3?
"What does "chow mein" mean?" (FYI, It means "stir-fried noodles")

3. IM B} %42
IM zik1 hai6é mat1 aa3?
"What does IM mean?"

4 IMBF R B IR AR
IM zik1 hai6 zik1 si4 tung1 seon3.
"IM means "Instant Messaging."

5. G171 BUER 92

catt zai2" zik1 haié mati1 aa3?
"What does 'little 7' mean?"



6. -7 UGEET—EF)E,
cat1 zai2" zik1 hai6 cat1 sapé6 jat1 bin6 lei6 dim3.
"Little 7" means "7-11 convenience store."

Language Tip: Interrogative Pronouns in the Phrase

Other than "what," we can use other interrogative pronouns with this phrase like this:

where is that exactly? IRES . Y8 zik1 hai6 bin1 dou6 aa3?
who is that exactly? FIRES . X[ zik1 hai6 bin1 go3 aa3?
when is that exactly? B R 0 E T 2 Zik1 hai6 ge2 si4 aa3?
why is that exactly? Bl A% B AR OF 2 zik1 hai6 dim2 gaai2 aa3?
how is that exactly? B R BT 2 zik1 hai6 dim2 aa3?

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Funny Dish Names in Hong Kong

One of the biggest differences between menus in Hong Kong and western countries is that
English menus generally list the ingredients and how it was cooked, while common
Cantonese or Chinese dish names can be completely irrelevant to the ingredients.

Here are some dish names that will be shocking for tourists if they take them too literally: B 4
At (maab ngai5 soeng5 syub) "ants climbing trees," ¥ BE (si1 zi2 tau4) "lion head," *
Z i F (fuf cait fai3 pin2) "husband and wife lung slices," 18 Bk 1% (fat6 tiu3 coeng4)
"Buddha jumps over the wall," Yol 2B (gauZ2 batt lei5) "ignored by dogs." So, next time
before you run out of the restaurant, ask the waiters to explain what's in the dish!



