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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A:

JYUTPING

A:

ENGLISH

TR PE ¥ LR R A F?
UL, REEARE? T
A, AMER.

-

AR, MR

nei5 ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 bong1 ngo5 wan2 bun2 syui?

ho2 ji5, haié me1 leoi6 jing4 ge3 syul? siu2 syut3?

fei1 siu2 syut3, jan4 mat6 zyun6 gei3.

hai2 ji6 lau2.

m4 goil.

jaud seoil jiu3 ge3 waa2, ceoi4 si4 aai3 ngob.

CONT'D OVER



A Can you help me find this book?

2. B: Sure, what kind of book is it? Fiction?
3. A: Non-fiction. Biography.
4. B: That's on the second floor.
5 A: Thanks.
6. B: If you need help just call me.
VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
kAN 0i3 cing4 siu2 syut3 romance noun
X & man4 hok6 literature noun
/N siu2 syut3 novel, fiction noun
| fz’? Zi6 zyun2 autobiography noun
A& an4 mat2 zyun6 gei3 biography noun
A leoi6 jing4 kind noun
E LN feil siu2 syut3 non-fiction noun
iig:d lik6 si2 history noun
e zZit3 hok6 philosophy noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



" B 4E TR 4 E B R N /NRLR

m4 zi1 keoi5 zung1 m4 zung1 ji3 tai2 o0i3 cing4
siu2 syut3 ne1?

Do you know if he likes to read romance
novels?

BBEAST, REAAXE.
ngo5 tai2 gan2 bun2 syui, haié gwaant jyut
man4 hoké.

I'm reading a book about literature.

&ﬁ@%éﬁ%%%¢%,
g LS

ng05 zung1 ji3 tai2 sang1 wut6 faa3 di1 ge3 siu2

EE

syut3, joeng6 ngo5 gok3 dak1 hou2 hing1
sungf.

| like seeing more lifelike novels, they
make me feel more relaxed.

KT HEENTE —A 1%,

ngo5 hou2 wai4 hamé keoi5 moub se2 jat1 bun2
Zi6 zyun2.

I'm upset he didn't write an autobiography.

AW B AW AETFEH
jan4 maté zyuné gei3 gei3 seot6 jan4 mat2 ge3
sang1 ping4 si6 zik1.

A biography describes the character's life
story.

R E AT

nei5 zung1 ji3 me1 leoi6 jing4 ge3 naam4 zai2?

/]\

Which type of boys do you like?

A /N FOHE A O R

feil siu2 syut3 /eoi6 syui zik6 fong3 zo2 hai2
go2 bint.

Non-fiction books are over there.

BEEAWTEELRE.
ngo5 soeng2 maaib jau5 gwaani1 zung1 gwok3
lik6 si2 ge3 syuf.

| want to buy a book about Chinese history.

7 W 2R R R

cing2 mané zit3 hok6 syut fong3 hai6 bin1 dou6?

Excuse me, where are the philosophy books?

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is:

ARERE, xR R,

"If you need help, call me



anytime."

Our grammar point today is a simple sentence pattern used to introduce hypothetical cases,
where something might happen. In our dialogue we see this in the line H R, Fiﬁﬂ%
MR ﬁ’g (Jaub seoit jiu3 ge3 waaz, ceoi4 si4 aai3 ngo5) "if you need help, call me", which
closes the discussion. The structure here involves using the word "t &% (ge3 waa2) "if" to
close a hypothetical clause, and then follow that clause with another clause containing the
action to be taken or situation that will occur in the event of the hypothetical situation being
true. Our structure is Clause A, followed by "t 5% (ge3 waa2), and then followed by Clause B.
Consider the two following examples:

L EEBHAEDNREE, A TRTEE.
nei5 zung1 ji3 tai2 fei1 siu2 syut3 leoi6 ge3 waaZ2, si3 haab tai2 zit3 hok6 syut
"If you prefer reading non-fiction, try one on philosophy."

o, RABEE A4 EEEHEEE, Steve Jobs HE BL T 2
neib5 soeng?2 tai2 jan4 maté zyuné gei3 ge3 waaZ2, Steve Jobs ge3 dim2 aa3?
"If you want to read a biography, how about Steve Jobs's?"

On a closing note, we should mention that in some colloquial situations you will hear people
omit the character %t (ge3) when using this pattern. The meaning in this case is exactly the
same: this is simply a slightly less formal way of communicating.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Finding English Bookstores in Hong Kong

English language bookstores abound in Hong Kong, while Chinese language stores are

actually somewhat harder to find. Ironically, one of the best ways to find a nearby Chinese
language bookstore is to go to an English language bookstore and ask! The stores rarely
have overlapping stock, and face the question often enough to know the answer.



