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Traditional Chinese

N
|

|

Jyutping

ngo5
m4
ming4
zil

zil dou3
mel

ji3 sil

English

[

not

to understand
to know

to know

what
meaning

Vocabulary
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Traditional Jyutping English
0 ngob |
0 m4 not
00 ming4 baak6 to understand
00 zil dou3 to know
O zil to know
O mel what
00 ji3 sil O meaning
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
00 O NicoleO ngo5 giu3 Nicolel[] I'm (called) Nicole.
O0oOooon keoi5 lou5 gungl m4 goul Her husband's not happy.
hing30
goooon keoi5 m4 haié naam4 zai21  She is not a boy.

guooooood

goon
oo
goon
goon
gooon
goon

siu2 hok6 sangl ming4 baak6
man6 tai4

ngo5 m4 ming4.

ngo5 m4 zil

ngo5 zil dou30

[J ngo5 m4 zil.

nei5 giu3 mel meng20]
mel ji3 sil?

Grammar Points

The elementary school
students understand the
guestion.

| don’t understand.

| don’t know

| know.

| don’t know.

What's your name?
What does it mean?

The word for "understand” in Cantonese is [J [1 (ming4 baak6). Taken apart, the first
character, O, is "bright" or "clear," and the second character, 1, is "white." Together it
means "bright and white,” something along the lines of "l read you loud and clear" in English.

O

Cultural Insight

Quick Tip #10O
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[
Don't be afraid to admit that you don't understand what someone is saying. Simply reply

000 (m4 ming4 baak6) - "I don't understand.” Usually the person you are speaking to will
automatically understand your predicament and repeat themselves a little bit slower.
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