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Hong Kong Noodles
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE
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m4 goil ngo5 jiu8 wun2 ngau4 juk6é laai1 min6.

m4 hou2 ji3 si6, laail min6 maai6 saai3.

gamz2 jiu3 ngau4 juk6 caau2 min6 laal.

ngau4 juk6 dou1 maai6 saai3 laa3.

gam2 lei4 wun2 gail juk6 laai1 min6.

ngo5 dou1 waab laai1l min6 maai6 saai3 |ok6.

ENGLISH
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A Excuse me, | would like a beef soup noodle.
2. B: Sorry, soup noodles are sold out.
3. A Then beef fry noodle.
4. B: Beefis sold out too.
5 A: Then a chicken soup noodle.
6. B: | told you soup noodles are sold out.
VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
I caau2 min6 fried noodles noun
E maai5 saai3 to sell out verb
LA laai1l min6 noodles noun
ﬂ%\ ho2 fan2 river noodles noun
KA maib fan2 rice noodles noun
}Fﬂ@ coul min6 thick pasta noun
A T jau4 min6 thin pasta noun
i dip6 plate noun
i wun2 bowl noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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ngo5 maa4 maail ge3 caau2 min6 cyun4 sai3
gaai3 zeoi3 hou2 mei6.

My mom cooks the best fried noodles in
the world.

e, ] 47 "B L — -k E W
ni1 gaant1 pou3 ge3 min6 baaut jat1 zou2 zau6
maaib saai3.

Bread from this shop is always sold out
early in the morning.

E VAGTE L RR SR R

teng1 gong2 ni1 gaani pou3 ge3 laail min6
hou2 houZ2 siké.

| hear this shop’s noodles taste good.

=i R AT i SE
ngo5 gok3 dak1 ngau4 naam4 tung4 hoZ2 fan2
hou2 daap3.

| think beef and river noodles are a perfect
match.

— B E S

jat1 wun2 maib5 fan2 aal m4 goit.

A bowl of rice noodles, please.

LA B 45 3 B o

coul min6 sik6 dak1 hou2 baau?.

I’'m full from eating thick pasta.

B4 H AR .

keoi5 mui5 jat6 doul sik6 jau4 miné6.

She has thin pasta noodles every day.
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loeng5 dip6 coi3 zau6 gau3 laa3.

Two dishes are enough.

B AV o

naam4 haaid zoi6 sai2 wun2

The boy is washing the dishes.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is the Pattern %‘5%...%

A =E LA F R

"l told you the soup noodles are sold out."

Our grammar point in this lesson comes from this line in the dialogue: $x, #[ 5% 47 4 & i &
Ngo5 dout waaéb laai1 min6é maai6 saai3 loké6 ("l told you the soup noodles are sold out").



What we want to teach you in this lesson is how to say "l told you" or "he/she told you" where
you may be a bit angry but you are definitely emphatic: #* A= ngo5 dou1 waaé ("l told
you"). We have the subject #® (ngob), the AP (dout) there is emphatic and A (waab) is "to
say." You are essentially saying "l've said."

For instance:

L RAFMAZEEH MR
Ngo5 dou1 waa6 baan6 gung1 sat1 sing1 kei4 saam1 gwaan1 mun4 loké
"l told you the office is closed on Wednesday."

o JE#EFEAESE E AT B HE B
Keoi5 dou1 waaé6 keoi5 zung1 ji3 hong4 sik1 go2 go3 lok6
"She said she likes the red one"

s BMFRE-—HETEE
ngob dou1 waa2 ngob5 jiu3 jat1 wun2 cel zai2 min6 lok6
"l told you | want a bowl of trailer noodles"

Language Tip

Please pay attention to the last part & (lok6). It often goes together with the pattern e

(ngo5 dou1 waa6) and shows that you are angry at someone. And you can use this with any

pronouns, so you cay say 3 # 5% (ngo5 dou1 waab) or {E #B%E (keoi5 dout waab) or {E
Hh ek (keoi5 dei6 dou1 waab). It works with singular and it works with plural.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Getting Your Noodle Fix

Hong Kong noodles are not the most sophisticated dishes. Simplicity doesn't mean they're all
the same though. Each restaurant tries to outdo the next with just the slightest variation in
flavor of the soup and the noodles' texture, whether it's plumper shrimp, more al dente
noodles or an extra fragrant broth. Be prepared to have to wait for a table at most popular
places, especially during lunchtime. But with the Hong Kong-style lunch culture of



sit-down-eat-pay-leave-immediately, that noodle satisfaction is never too long a wait away.



