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TRADITIONAL CHINESE
TR ok B W B R ?
HAEBER A

CR S

M B 1E A
e ZEF B WA

P AT P VT DA R T2

ESRS 3N

JYUTPING

nei5 zung1 ji3 tai2 me1 din6 jing2 ?

ngo5 soeng?2 tai2 0i3 cing4 pin2.

0i3 cing4 pin2 jiu3 dang2 dou3 saam1 dim2.
gam?2 tai2 dung6 zok3 pin2 laai.

dung6 zok3 pin2 jiu3 dang2 dou3 sei3 dim2.
gamz2 ji4 gaal jau5 me1 ho2 ji5 tai2 aa3 ?

ji4 gaal ho2 ji5 tai2 gwai2 pin2.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



A What kind of movie would you like to see?

2. B: | would like to see a romance.
3. A: If we see a romance, we'll have to wait until three o'clock.
4. B: Then let's see an action movie.
5 A: If we see an action movie, we'll have to wait until four o'clock.
6. B: Then what's available now?
7. A A horror film.
VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
e hung2 bou3 pin2 horror film noun
B1E )# dung6 zok3 pin2 action film noun
A gwai2 pin2 ghost film noun
R din6 jing2 movie noun
TR fong3 jing2 to show verb
by ] & si4 gaan3 biu2 schedule noun
=& HL ngoi3 cing4 pin2 romantic film noun
%‘( )# ging2 fei2 pin2 cops and robbers film noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



AT eRES,
ngob tai2 jyun4 hung2 bou3 pin2 wui5 faat3
ngok3 mungé.

Horror films give me nightmare.

IR EEEEER?
sai1 boub pin2 syun3 m4 syun3 dung6 zok3
pin2.

Do Westerns count as action movies?

R R AT R B

gwai2 pin2 moub gwai2 houZ2 lei4 pouZ2.

A ghost film without ghosts is outrageous.

HEBERTIT

jaus boué6 diné6 jing2 houZ2 hou?2 tai2.

There's a movie that's good.

LA T A AL R E
hok6 haau3 leoi5 min6 jau5 ng5 go3 fong3 jing2
sati.

There are five showing rooms in the
school.

R E R ERE M X,
cing2 nei5 on3 jiu1 kau4 tiué zing2 fo3 cing4 si4
gaan3 biu2.

Please adjust the course timetable
accordingly.

T AH B R L

cing4 jan4 zit3 tai2 ngoi3 cing4 pin2 houZ2 lou5
tou2.

It's cliché to watch a romantic film on
Valentine’s Day.

FHEANTEMEER

hoeng1 gong2 jan4 zung1 ji3 paak3 ging2 fei2
pin2.

Hong Kong loves producing cops and
robbers films.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is Omission in Cantonese

CRR

"If we see a romance, we'll have to wait until three o'clock"

Let's first take a look at these two lines in the dlalogue B REZZZ8 o3 cing4 pin2
jiu3 dang2 dou3 saam1 dim2, ("If we see a romance, we'll have to wait until three o'clock")
and F11E i £ % 2| W 2Bk, Dung6 zok3 pin2 jiu3 dang2 dou3 sei3 dim2, ("If we see an action
movie, we'll have to wait until four o'clock”). The interesting thing about these sentences is we
need to add all of these stuff when we translate them. We have to add the subject and the
conditional clause. That's all missing from Cantonese. It's something that's really common in



Cantonese; the subject is often omitted. It's usually included, butit's implied. The verb there
z (fiu3) it's not serving to want, it's must; it's not the case that the romance or action movie is
the subject. It's saying:if itis the case that we see an action film then itis necessary that... If
you want to say the full version of those sentences, they should be 21 5= 18 B & 15 F | 8.4t
B R = B Jyud guo?2 soeng? tai2 ngoi3 cing4 pin3 , ngo5 dei6 jiu3 dang2 dou3 saam1
adim2 ("lIf we want to watch a romance, we need to wait until three"). However, that's too long
and too confusing, so we are just going to shorten it down. You can do this whenever you are

making choices. You can say the name of your choice and something that follows from that.

For instance:

L EETHATES
Ngoi6 maaib6 jiu3 laap6 zik1 daa2 din6 waaZ2
"If we are gonna get take-out, then I'm gonna call them now."

o PHRELHE X
Sik6 faané jiu3 laap6 zik1 ceot1 heoi3
"If we are going to eat, we need to leave now."

Language Tip

In Cantonese, if we are clear about what the subjects are, we can just drop them. And don't
forget, the verb means "to need" not "to want."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

One Big Movie Set

Living in Hong Kong can feel like walking around a film set at times. And no other recent
Hollywood film has done as much for the visibility of our favorite city than Christopher Nolan's
The Dark Knight. Astute observers of the film will notice a variety of scenes that were shot
right in the downtown area, including shots that take place on Hollywood Road as well as
near the Central Mid-Levels Escalator. That said, the most prominent and gorgeous scenes in
the film were shot at IFC (International Financial Centre), which doubled as the office
headquarters of the Chinese accounting firm involved with the Gotham mob. Check out the



surroundings the next time you're walking through the lobby and it might seem more familiar
than you realize.



