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TRADITIONAL CHINESE
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JYUTPING

nei5 uk1 kei2 jau5 gei2 do1 go3 jan4 ?

jat1 gung6 jau5 saam1 go3 jan4.

saam1 go3 jan4 zyu6 gam3 daai6 gaan1 uk1 zou6 mei ?

ngo5 dei6 zung6 joeng5 zo2 saam1 zek3 gau2, saam1 zek3 maaul.
haa2 ? gam3 gwai2 do1 ?

keoi5 deib jat1 jan4 jat1 gaani1 fong2, so2 ji5 gaani uk1 dou1 m4 syun3 daai6.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



How many people are in your family?

2. B: In total, three are three people.
3. A: Do you need such a big house for just three people?
4. B: We have three dogs and three cats too.
5. A: Wow, that many?
6. B: And each of them have their own room so the house isn't that big.
VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
— 3t jat1 gung6 total adv
BN uki kei2 jan4 family member noun
measure word for
{3 zek3 cats and dogs measure word
4l gau2 dog noun
Ui maau cat noun
Rz A faan1 nguk1 kei2 to go home verb
B % jan1 wai6 because conjunction
& joeng5 to raise verb
B LA so2 ji5 therefore conjunction

SAMPLE SENTENCES



—F I EHE A

jat1 gung6 ng5 baak3 go3 jan4.

500 people all together.

RH#ZEMDAN?

nei5 jau5 gei2 do1 uk1 kei2 jan4 ?

How many people are in your family?

BHA=EHFE— &5
ngo5 dei2 jau5 saam1 zek3 maaui tung4 jat1
zek3 gau2

We have three cats and one dog.

IR N A8 R

mou4 sung1 sung1 dik1 gau2 zoi6 zeoil peid
kau4

The shaggy dog is running after a ball.

Y R

hak1 maaui cong4 ping4 moké leoi5 cyunt
gwod3

The black cat is walking across the screen.

EEAHE S,
Wi .
dang2 wai2 ge3 jan4 gam3 do1, bat1 jyud daa2
baaut faan1 uk1 kei2 sik6 laafl.

IR B A

There are so many people waiting, let's
get the food to go.

%R oE, PridfEiR g

jan1 wai6 ngo5 beng6 zo2 , soZ2 ji5 m4 faant
hoké6,

Because I'miill,  don't go to school.

VR AT B 90 B A2

nei5 jau5 mou5 joeng5 maau1 waak6 ze2 gau2
aal3 ?

Do you have cats or dogs?

B p i, P DA R AR

jan1 wai6 nei5 mong4 , soZ2 ji5 m4 wan2 nei5.

Because you were busy, therefore | didn't ask for you.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is How to Say "therefore" in Cantonese Bt PA so2 Ji5

Ewh— A—H

TR EHEE K.

"And each of them have their own room so the house isn't that big."

Our grammar focus in this lesson is talking about cause-effect relationships in Cantonese. We



do this using the conjunction Bt DA so2 ji5, ("therefore"). In our dialogue, we heard this in this
line: 1E¥ — A — ] 5 , BT LA f] & # VB E K keoi5 dei6 jat1 jan4 jat1 gaan1 fong2, so2
ji5 gaan1 nguk1 dou1 m4 syun3 daaib6, ("Each of them have their own room, therefore, the
house isn'tthat big"). The important thing is to notice that it falls into two pieces. First, we have
the reason, and then P A so2 ji5 , ("therefore") followed by the second statement.

More examples:

L REARE, FTUEEEE,
ni1 go3 taai3 gwai3, so2 ji5 ngo5 m4 wui5 maaib
"This is too expensive, and so, | won't buy it."

o FUERLEK BT LA R Rk S L
ngo5 m4 tou5 ngob , so2 ji5 jam2 di1 je5 zau6 syun3 laa3
"I'm not hungry, so let's have drinks."

s RERGEHER, P OURAE R R RE B,
ngo5 m4 gin3 zo2 wub ziu3, so2 ji5 ni1 go3 hai6 ngo5 ge3 gaal sai2 zing3
"l lost my passport, therefore here's my driver's license."

The way we're teaching you this is the most colloquial way people would make these
statements in Cantonese. There is another word you can add at the beginning of a sentence
though. It's 7] % jan1 wai4, ("because"). Most of the time when people are speaking, they're
not going to do this, because it's a bit more formal and less casual. Let's look at some sample
sentences with both "because" and "therefore."

L BERBELM, TUREARH,
jan1 wai4 ngo5 m4 tou5 ngo6, soZ2 ji5 ngo5 m4 soeng?2 siké je5
"Because I'm not hungry, therefore | don't want to eat."

o HRKEA, FUEELE,
Jjan1 wai4 taai3 gwai3 laa6, so2 ji5 ngo5 m4 soeng2 maaib
"Because it's too expensive, therefore | don't want to buy it."

s BEAEZERE, T LAIE CantoneseClass101.
jan1 waid soeng2 hok6 gwong2 dung1 waaZ2 , soZ2 ji5 teng1 CantoneseClass101.

"Because | want to learn Cantonese, therefore | listen to CantoneseClass101."



Bonus Point

Besides the most common X 75’7 and FIT L, there are some other ways to say "because" and

"therefore" in Cantonese:

1. =S jau4 jyut, ("because"). Itis mostly seen in written Cantonese and you don't
have to add a "therefore" to the result-sentence if the cause-sentence is led by 2l
For example, EI WMF?: % ?J‘Q g 5'] % jau4 jyut ting4 din6, ngo5 seong5 m4
dou2 mong5 ("Because of the electricity shortage, | can't get online").

2. T jyut si6, ("therefore"). It's also a formal word and you don't need to add a
"because" to the cause-sentence. For example, 2B R e 4 E:%P . A v A
= Gung1 si1 him3 zo2 gei2 baak3 maané, jan1 ci2 waiZ2 jau5 coi4 jyun4 ("The
company owes millions in debt, so it has to cut jobs").

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Housing in Hong Kong

Housing in Hong Kong varies by location and income. More than seven million people live on
about 1108 km island, and Hong Kong has the third most expensive real estate in the world.
Public housing is a major component of the housing in Hong Kong. In particular, prices drop
almost automatically once you get off Hong Kong Island itself. Conversely, living off the island
means longer commutes to the business districts and harder to procure western comforts and
amenities. The average Hong Kong home measures only 450 square feet. IKEA multipurpose

furniture is a must.



