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LESSON NOTES

Upperintermediate S1#14
Landlord Problemsin Hong Kong
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE
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A wai2? jip6 zyu2 aad? ngo5 haié nei5 go3 zoul haaks.
> B haa6 go3 jyuté dou3 kei4 go2 go3?
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ENGLISH

hai6 aa6, ngo5 soeng2 zuk6 joek3 aab.

zuk6 joek3 mou5 man6 tai4, daan6 hai6 uk1 zout jiu3 gwai3 siu2
siu2 wo3.

jaub jiu3 gwai3? neib ji5 ging1 saul do1 ngo5 jat1 go3 jyut6 ge3
on3 gam1 lo3 wo3.

ngo5 dei6 ni1 go3 dei6 dyun6, nei5 zyu6 gwo3 doul zi1 dou3 gei2
wong6 gaa3 laal.

ngo5 jat1 hoeng3 on3 si4 gaauil zou1, dei6 fong1 bou2 ci4 dak1
hou2 gon1 zeng6.

gin3 hai6 suk6 haak3, ngo5 sin1 zi3 gwai3 siu2 siu2 zaa3, kei4
taal jan4 ngo5 jiu3 faan1 pui5 aa3.

gam2 gwai3 gei2 do1 aa3?

gwai3d jat1 cint.

gwai3 ng5 baak3 laat!

maan6 cat1l man1, jat1 hau2 gaa3.

Hello, landlord? I'm your tenant.

The one whose rental is up next month?
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3. A Yeah, | want to continue to rent your apartment.

4. B: That's not a problem, but the rent for next year is a bit more
expensive.
5 A: You want to increase the rent again? You already took one more

month of deposit from me.

6. B: Now that you lived there you know how busy this location is.
7. A I've always pay the rent on time, and keep the place clean.
8. B: Because you're an old customer, I'll only increased the rent a bit, for

anyone else | would double it.

90 A So, how much more expensive?

10. B: $1,000 Hong Kong Dollars.

1. A: How about $5007?

12. B: $17,000. Take it or leave it.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

ki faan1 pui5 to double verb
EEd jip6 zyu2 landlord noun
i zou1 haak3 tenant noun

B dei6 dyun6 location noun




_ (=:2)
H %1 jat1 hau2 gaa3

no haggling; "take it

or leave it" phrase
2| doub6 kei4 to come due verb
E suk6 haak3 old customer phrase
mH zuk6 joek3 to renew a lease verb
e on3 gam1 deposit noun
HE wong6 busy; prosperous adjective
ik uki1 zou1 rent noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

*ﬁ’%ﬁ Pt 2 R AR AR, 4T

hoeng1 gong2 lau4 gaa3 bei2 hei2 gei2 nin4
cin4 ji5 ging1 faant pui5, hou2 kwaai zoeng1!

Hong Kong property prices have doubled
compared to a few years ago, what an
exaggeration!

ME—EEHEEIRARLLE.
zoul joek3 jat1 ding6 jiu3 jau4 jip6 zyu2 bun2
jan4 cim1 meng2 sin1 syun3.

The contract must be signed by the
landlord himself to be legal.

FE B AT AR F B

faan4 waa4 dei6 dyun6 zau6 gang2 hai6é coeng2

sau2 gaad laat

Downtown apartments are very popular.

RARERERAT—HE, AH

_ﬁ.!i_ o
hai2 ping4 gwo2 dim3 leoi5 min6 zi2 jaub jat1
hau2 gaa3, mou5 soeng1 loeng4.

Atthe Apple store, there is no haggling.

8 — B 2 H#,

zungé6 jaub jati1 jaté zau6 dou3 kei4.

The due date still have one day to go.

BRI AE, T UEILITE,
keoi5 hai6 ni1 dou6 suk6 haak3, hoZ2 ji5 bei2
gau?2 zit3 keoib.

He's an old customer here, we can offer
him 10% off.




EFARER, R A
m4 zuk6 joek3 zau6 jiu3 bunt, nei5 lam2 cing1
co2 laa6!

We'll have to move if we don't renew the
lease, think clearly about it!

WX B — ke, WREFRRE
RO

ji4 gaal jiu3 bei2 jat1 sing4 on3 gam1, jyu4 gwo2
m4 hai6 zau6 m4 lau4 bei2 nei5 gaa3 laaé.

You have to pay a 10% deposit now, or
else we cannot reserve it for you.

RAB T SF U, A% B R AR VE 3|
L8 2,

ji1 go3 soeng1 coeng4 hou2 wong6, mui5 fung4
zau1 muté dout wan2 m4 dou2 wai2 paak3 ce1l.

This mall is very busy, the parking lot gets
full every weekend.

BHAH,

uk1 zou1 taai3 gwai3,

The rentis too high.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is the Character I (hau2) "mouth”

ELtix, — 0.

"$17,000. Take it or leave it."

We have previously talked about the character H (hau2) "mouth," but it was used as a
measure word. For example: —x =0 (jat1 gaal saam1 hau2) "a family of three"; — H #

(jat1 hau2 zeng?2) "a well." However, in our dialogue in this lesson, although the character X

is used like a measure word, the meaning is different. The H in the expression — H 1% is

more of a measure of duration.

For example:

. —UO1g
jat1 hau2 gaa3
"no haggling"; "Take it or leave it"

Note: I is not the proper measure word for price.



Another Similar Expression

Another example is — H /;ﬁ (Jat1 hau2 hei3), literally "in a single breath," but it means "in a
hurry,” or "in a short duration of time."

For example:

. fE—HBAME LT,
keoi5 jat1 hau2 hei3 paau2 soeng5 sapé6 lau2
"He rushed up to the tenth floor in a single stretch."

o R — IR W R E A TR,
ngob dei6 jat1 hau2 hei3 zo6 jyun4 saai3 ni1 go3 jyutb6 ge3 gung1 zok3
"We finished all the work for this month in a rush."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Renting an Apartment in Hong Kong

Most tenancy agreements in Hong Kong are for a two-year period; the first year is inflexible
with fixed terms; and the second year flexible, in which either party can give one month's
notice to terminate the lease. There is also a deposit, usually equivalent to two or three
months' rental, payable to the landlord when an offer to lease is accepted. Other costs
associated includes: estate agents fee of half a month's rental, and Stamp Duty which for a
standard Lease Term (exceeding one year but not exceeding three years) is 0.5 percent of
the average yearly rent, this duty is payable in equal shares by the Landlord and Tenant. In a
few rare cases the Landlord may require the Tenancy Agreement to be executed through a
lawyer which would also entail some legal fees.



