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TRADITIONAL CHINESE
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ENGLISH
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ngo5 ci3 so2 tiu4 seoi2 hau4 m4 zi1 ceot1 zo2 me1 si6, di1 seoi2
lau4 gik6 dou1 lau4 m4 lok6 heoi3, ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 bong1 ngo5
tung1 tung1 aa3?

mou4 man6 tai4, bou3 go3 gaa3 bei2 nei5 sin1, jat1 ci3 wai4 sauf
ng5 baak3 mani.

aa3, zung6 jau5 zung6 jau5! ngo5 juké gong1 ge3 seoi2 lung4
tau4 dou1 hou2 jau5 man6 tai4, m4 zi1 dim2 gaai2 wui5 lau6
seoi2, hou2 faan4 aa3.

dang2 ngo5 gwo3 lai4 bong1 nei5 gim2 caa4 haa5 sin1, nei5 aan3
zau3 sei3 dim2 zung1 hai2 m4 hai2 uk1 kei2?

bai6!tin1 faal baan2 hoil ci2 lau6 seoi2! nei5 zik1 haak1 gwo3
lai4 aa6!

CONT'D OVER



A | don't know what happened to the pipe in my wash room. Why isn't
the water flowing out? Can you help me clear the pipes?

2. B: No problem. I'll give you a quote. Each active maintenance is HK
$00.
3. A All right. My bathtub faucet also has a problem. I don't know why,

but it leaks. It's really bothersome.

4. B: Il come over and check it out for you. Will you be home at four p.m.?
5 A Oh no! The ceiling started to leak. You should come over now.
VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
=15 zong1 saut to renovate verb
S tung1 keoi4 to clean a pipe verb
S mat6 jip6 property manager noun
?’Efé‘k wai4 saul to maintain verb
B {8 si1 fu2 master noun
7K seoi2 hau4 pipe noun
KE seoi2 keoi4 big pipe noun
K FE R seoi2 lung4 tau4 faucet noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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jIU3 gaami duki1 zong1 saut si1 fu2, fong4 zi2
tau1 gung1 gaamz2 liu2.

You need to supervise renovation workers

P A R E S
zaut gaail dout jau5 tung1 keoi4 lou2 ge3
gwong2 gou3 laat

There are ads for plumbers all over the

to keep them from cutting corners on streets.

materials.
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muib go3 jyut6 gaautl loeng5 baak3 mani maté
jip6 fai3, git3 gwoZ2 jau5s si6 hei2 lai4 jing2 dou1
m4 gin3

I pay 200 HKD monthly in property
management fees, but it's no use when |

jat1 bunt din6 hei3 dout zi3 siu2 jaub jat1 nin4
ge3 min5 fai3 bou2 joeng5 tung4 wai4 saul

Most electronics come with atleasta 1-
year warranty for maintenance and repair.

amin need.
R HTAE A F L+ Ko KR FEEE, FTUEEERAK.

ngo5 sil fu2 gam1 nin4 gau2 sap6 seoi3

My master is ninety years old this year.

seoi2 hau4 cyuni zo2 go3 lung1, so2 ji5 sin1 zi3
wuib laué seoi2

The reason it leaks is that there's a hole in
the water pipe.
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nei5 cin1 kei4 m4 hou2 zeong1 di1 din6 sin3 zip3
hai2 seoi2 keoi4 seong6 miné.

You should never connect an electric wire
to a water pipe.
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seoi2 lung4 taud lau4 ceot1 lai4 ge3 seoi2 nei5
dout gau3 daam2 zik6 zip3 jam2?

You dare to drink tap water?

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is 1& #5.."&
W A R AP I K &

"It seems to be stuck."




Our grammar pointin this lesson is a little complex. We will take it step by step. In previous
lesson, we've learned about verb complements, e.g. B "B, sik6 m4 baau?2 ("to eat but not
be full"), B VE R gong2 m4 cing1 co2 ("to speak but not be clear"). These are verbs and
their complements, and specifically we are talking about the negative forms in this lesson. At
easier levels, we've stopped there with simple sentences ey VE- 4, ngob sik6 m4 baau2 ("l
can't eat full"), ﬁ’é% BV keoib gong2 m4 cing1 co2 ("He's not making any sense to me").

In this lesson at the intermediate level, we want to step things up with the more complex
structure. This structure is used to express "no matter what you do, you can't do something."
There is no subject in that sentence, let's take a look at the pattern here—first comes the verb
£ then 1% #T, and then our normal verb and its complementin a negative form. So we've got
a two-part structure. This is a general pattern you can use with any verb that takes a
complementin a negative form. You do something, but "no matter how hard you are trying
+verb+negative complement.”

Here are a few short examples:

i PR E A,
Sik6 gik6 dou1 sik6 m4 baauZ2
"No matter how much | eat, | can't eat my fill."

o EMAEEFE.
gong2 giké dou1 gong2 m4 cing1 co2
"No matter how hard | try to explain, | can't make it clear."

s AR EEAEEA,
tiu4 seoi2 gun2 zing2 gik6 dou1 zing2 m4 houZ2
"This pipe, no matter how hard | try to fix it, | can't fix it."

o FPHBBARAEE
boué6 deié6 tit3 bik1 giké dou1 bik1 m4 soeng5
"No matter how hard | try to cram onto the subway, | can't."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Calling in a Handyman in Hong Kong




When you move into a new apartment or your current apartment requires handyman work,
you might have come to recognize thatitis just as cost effective to engage a handyman
service for simple tasks such as fixing the pipe, replacing of light fittings, putting up pictures,
curtain rods and so on. There are plenty of professional handyman service providers in Hong
Kong and all you need is just to make a phone call and they will arrange an appropriate time,
and offer advice and a free quote. For example, a comprehensive, professional and
affordable plumbing service that includes installing new copper pipes (high quality British
copper pipes) for hot and cold fresh water use or installing PVC pipes for salt water use
where the problem arises might cost about HKD350-550 per hour.



