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Video Culture Class: Hong Kong
Holidays #14
Ching Ming Festival
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ENGLISH

Hello, everybody, I'm Olivia.

Welcome to the Hong Kong Holiday Series. In this lesson, we will talk about the Ching
Ming Festival. In Hong Kong, one day among April 4,5 or 6 is set as the Ching Ming
public holiday.

Now let's see what kind of holiday it is!
Do you know what kind of flower you should take to a graveyard?

We’ll show you the answer at the end of this video.
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The traditional activity of the Ching Ming Festival is to visit, clean, and pay our respects at
our ancestors' graves. It means to carry out filial piety by burning incense, weeding, and
burning joss money and papier-maché offerings in front of the tombstones.As spring
starts around the same time, some families take the opportunity to go on an outing and
get some fresh air. Some families will visit the ancestors' graves a few days or even
weeks earlier to avoid the crowd, so generally speaking the customs are not limited to
Ching Ming day only.

The papier-méaché offerings we burn during the Ching Ming Festival are papier-maché
models in the shape of daily-use items; descendants send these items to their ancestors
in the underworld by burning them, hoping that the ancestors will have an affluent
lifestyle in the afterlife.The papier-maché stores offer countless types of items, fancy cars,
villas, servants, yachts, game consoles, mobile phones, pets, and so on. Everything that
we use comes in a papier-maché version for the deceased. Small items are usually in
1-1 size, but bigger items are usually made at a smaller scale for easier delivery.

There is another common phenomenon on Ching Ming Festival, wildfire. While paying
respect to the deceased, some people have accidentally left fires burning, or have not
used metal buckets to burn joss money and products. Wildfires started by human
negligence like this have burned down a lot of trees and wildlife. Of course, this attracts a
lot of public attention every year, so the government has set up laws to regulate it and
raise the public's awareness of fire safety.

There is a very famous poem by Du Mu about the festival, Drizzling rain falls on Ching
Ming days. The mourners’ hearts are broken. Where can a wine-house be found to
drown one's sorrow? A cowherd points to Almond Flower Village in the distance.

And now I'll give you the answer to the earlier quiz.
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11. The most common flower used to pay respect to the deceased is chrysanthemum. That's

because chrysanthemum represents yearning and longing, especially the white

chrysanthemum, which is used in memorial ceremonies. Therefore most people bring

chrysanthemums to the graveyards on Ching Ming Festival.

12. How was this lesson? Did you learn a lot of interesting things? In your country, how does

one commemorate their ancestors? Share with us by leaving a comment at

CantoneseClass101.com.

13. And I'll see you next time.

VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
iﬁﬁﬁ fan4 cin4 atthe grave noun
B si1 nim6 yearning noun; verb
Epia guk1 faaft chrysanthemum noun
e zyu3 ming4 famous adjective
A4 dou6 muk6 Du Mu noun
o ging1 gok3 sing3 alertness noun
A By B & jan4 wai4 so1 fati human negligence noun
ik saani fo2 wildfire noun
H & jin6 zoeng6 phenomenon noun
R A baan2 bun2 version noun
% 1k do1 bat1 sing1 sou2 countless adjective
2% fung1 jyu6 abundant noun
& A gaa3 kei4 holiday noun




Ching Ming Festival;

Sk HH A :
% W cing1 ming4 zit3 Tomb-Sweeping noun
Festival
to commemorate a
1l baai3 saant dead person at his verb
grave
to pay respects to a
75 sou3 moub dead person at his verb
tomb
oy to pay respect to
Al zai3 zou2 deceased ancestors verb
FH haau3 dou6 filial piety noun
ﬁ“ﬂfﬁ zou?2 sini ancestor noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

KEEEGAZ B, TU—BEE74.

ngo5 sing3 daan3 zit3 jau5 saam1 jat6 gaa3 keid, ho2 ji5 jat1 cai4 heoi3 haang4 gaail.

| have three days holiday at Christmas, we can go shopping together.




