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LESSON NOTES

Video Culture Class: Hong Kong
Holidays #16
Lantern Festival
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Hello, everybody, I'm Olivia.

Welcome to the Hong Kong Holiday Series.

In this lesson, we will talk about the Lantern Festival.

It falls on the fifteenth day of the first month in the Lunar calendar, which is the first full
moon of the year.

Now let's see how Hong Kong people celebrate this traditional festival!

Lantern Festival is also called "Chinese Valentine's Day." Do you know why?

We'll show you the answer at the end of this video.

The main activity of Lantern Festival is admiring the beautiful lanterns.

A grand Lantern Carnival is held in Hong Kong every year, offering many programs
including lantern displays, ethnic dance, traditional stage arts, and so on.

There are also lighting-up ceremony, lantern riddles, and game booths, which are perfect
for the whole family to join.

There are also lantern riddles derived from ancient lantern admiration, where riddles are
written on the lantern for the people to think about while they admire it.

During Lantern Festival, you can also see the lively lion dance.
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The lion dance is a kind of traditional performing art with martial arts techniques; two
dancers dressed in lion costumes, one wearing the head and the other wearing the
lower body. To the tune of music from gongs and drums, the lion jumps and rolls, it's full
of energy.

The lion in the Chinese lion dance is very different from lions in Western cultures, so if
you have a chance, please enjoy it!

The best way to spend Lantern Festival is to be with your loved ones,

so many families get together, have a nice meal; this rounds out the Lunar New Year
celebrations perfectly.

In our lesson about winter solstice, we mentioned that glutinous rice balls symbolize
reunion;

that's why they are also consumed during Lantern Festival, for a sweet and auspicious
year.

The Lantern Festival is usually in January or February, and in 2014 it will fall on February
14, the same day as Valentine's Day in Western cultures. What a rare coincidence!

And now I'll give you the answer to the earlier quiz.

Lantern Festival is also called "Chinese Valentine's Day." Do you know why?

Lantern Festival is also called "Chinese Valentine's Day" because in ancient times,
young girls were not allowed to go out except for to the Lantern Festival on this day;

so unmarried men and women take this opportunity to meet, and lovers to reunite.
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24. How was this lesson? Did you learn a lot of interesting things?

25. In your country, is there a festival similar to the Lantern Festival?

26. Share with us by leaving a comment at CantoneseClass101.com.

27. And I'll see you next time.

VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
. to make
A soeng1 sik1 acquaintance verb
7% 1 po3 lai6 to make an exception verb
AR gu2 doi6 ancienttimes noun
77 & haau2 hap6 coincidence noun; adjective
1 naan4 da rare; hard to come by adjective
R 4 dak1 hard b djecti
o auspicious; good
¥ & hou2 ji3 tau4 omen noun
the fifteenth day of
FATE zing1 jyut6 sap6 ng5  the firstmonthin the noun
lunar calendar
i % jyun4 siut Lantern Festival noun
HEZ® jyut6 jyun4 zi1 je6 full moon night noun
& faal dang1 colorful lantern noun
B / jyun4 siui coi2
Y B e Lantern Carnival noun

dangi1 wuib5




2 solve riddles that are

RE caail dang1 mai4 written on lanterns verb
i K 4 oL jau4 hei3 taan1 wai2 game booths noun
BE 40 sing2 sit lion dance noun; verb
A7 ngaié seot6 arts noun
5% 5% lo4 gu2 gongs and drums noun
JRE appreciate
7% jyun4 mei5 perfect phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Y R A A D Dk g 5

Jjyu4 gwo2 bou6 din6 nou5 zoi3 sai3 siu2 siu2 zau6 jyun4 mei5 laa3.

It would be perfect if the computer could be a bit smaller.




