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Video Culture Class: Hong Kong
Holidays #20
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Hello, everybody, I'm Olivia.

Welcome to the Hong Kong Holiday Series.
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In this lesson, we'll talk about Human Day, which is on the seventh day of the first month
on the lunar calendar.

According to Chinese tradition, this is the day human beings were created.

In 2014, Human Day is on February 6 and in 2015, it's February 25.

Now let's see what it's all about!

Do you know how to greet others on Human Day?

We'll show you the answer at the end of this video.

As the name suggests, Human Day is about the birthday of humans.

This refers to the birth of mankind, instead of a specific person's birthday.

Human Day has a history of at least two thousand years, and originated from the order of
Goddess Nuwa's creation of the world, which is recorded in ancient Chinese literature.
'First chicken, second dog, third pig, fourth sheep, fifth ox, sixth horses, seventh human,
eighth wheat'. It means that Goddess Nuwa created chicken on the first day, dog on the
next, and so on, and on the seventh day humans were created.

Records about Human Day date back to the Han Dynasty—ancient Chinese would wear
headdresses called "Rensheng," or go hiking and compose poems on this day.

There were also firecracker and fireworks displays as part of the celebration, so Human
Day is also the birthday of fire.

Another custom of Human Day is that if the weather is nice and sunny, that means good
luck and peace for everyone.
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These days, Human Day is not commonly celebrated in Hong Kong, but some bakeries
offer Chinese New Year-themed birthday cakes for people to celebrate the birthday of
humankind.

As the New Year days are the birthdays of different animals, there is a custom of not
slaughtering those animals on their respective birthdays. For instance, no killing
chickens on the first day of New Year, and no punishing prisoners on Human Day.

And now I'll give you the answer to the earlier quiz.

Do you know how to greet others on Human Day?

On Human Day, you can greet people by saying "Happy Birthday," or "Happy Human
Day." A common response would be "you too."

How was this lesson? Did you learn a lot of interesting things?

In your country, is there a festival similar to Human Day?

Share with us by leaving a comment at CantoneseClass101.com.

And I'll see you next time.

VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
IE] & wui4 jing3 to respond noun; verb
el tung1 soeng4 usually; generally adverb
245 cyun4 tung2 tradition noun

AH jan4 jat2 Human Day noun




saang1i jat6 birthday noun
W4 % _ . as the name .

A= NN gu3 ming4 sit ji6 suggests idiom
£l & cong3 zou6 to create verb
BB zaap6 zuk6 custom noun
R A tau4 sik1 headdress noun
Yt paao3d zoeng?2 firecracker noun

bakery; (lit.) cake

&R daan6 gou1 dim3 shop noun
ik dung6 mat6 animal noun

4 ssaat3 to Kill verb
20 cau4 faan2 prisoner verb
saang1 jat6 faai3
S lok6 happy birthday phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ZHRBEEAER, KEERH?
saam1 sap6 hou6 hai6 ngo5 saang1 jat6, nei5
dak1 m4 dak1 haan4?

R4k B ?

nei5 gei2 si4 saang1 jat6?

When is your birthday?
The 30th is my birthday. Do you have time?

MAE & H P4,

Zuk1 keoi5 saang1 jat6 faai3 loké.

Happy birthday to him.




