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Hello, everybody, I'm Olivia.

Welcome to the Hong Kong Holiday Series.

In this lesson, we will talk about Tin Hau’s Birthday.

Every year on the twenty-third day of the third lunar month, there are many events and
celebrations held for Tin Hau's Birthday in Hong Kong.

In 2014, Tin Hau’s Birthday is on April 22, and in 2015, it's May 11.

Although Tin Hau is the patron saint of seafarers, many Tin Hau temples are located in
the inland areas. Do you know why?

We'll show you the answer at the end of this video.

In the early days, Hong Kong used to be a fishing port, so most of the gods people
worshipped were ocean-related, and Tin Hau is the patron saint of the seafarers.

Who is Tin Hau? It was said that she was a lady called Lin Mo born in 960 AD, who was
always helping others and committed to charity; she also had the ability to predict
changes in the weather, and consequently saved countless lives in maritime accidents.

Coastal residents and fishermen regard her as a patron saint, building temples to
worship her, and praying for good weather and good catches.

There are more than seventy Tin Hau Temple in different districts of Hong Kong, among
them, the one in Stanley is the oldest and most famous.

On Tin Hau's birthday, as many as 30,000-40,000 worshippers may go there to pray.
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In New Territories regions, a lot of celebrations are held including a floral wreath parade,
dragon and lion dances, Cantonese operas, and so on, which are all very lively and
spectacular.

The first Tin Hau festival parade was held as early as 1962, with six big groups of
worshippers from Yuen Long marching towards the Tin Hau temple around the same
time.

Some of the lion dance performers did the ‘Picking the Greens' ceremony along the way,
causing traffic congestion in the Yuen Long area.

In order to solve the traffic problems, police and the organizers agreed on a parade
route, which had successful results, both in the eyes of government officials and the
worshippers, which led to the annual Tin Hau parade.

In 2012, the Hong Kong Tourism Board held a Tin Hau boat parade, allowing the public
to see a flotilla led by symbolic Chinese junks, followed by forty flag-adorned fishing
boats sailing through Victoria Harbour towards the Tin Hau Temple in Stanley.

And now I'll give you the answer to the earlier quiz.

Although Tin Hau is the patron saint of seafarers, many Tin Hau temples are located in
the inland areas. Do you know why?

In fact, many of the Tin Hau temples were originally built close to the seaside, but due to
constant land reclamation, the temples' locations gradually became inland areas.

How was this lesson? Did you learn a lot of interesting things?

In your country, is there a festival similar to Tin Hau’s Birthday?
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23. Share with us by leaving a comment at CantoneseClass101.com.

24. And I'll see you nexttime.

VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
P noi6 luk6 inland noun
Gl gaaul tung1 traffic noun
B taan2 wun6 to be paralyzed noun; verb
itk gaai2 kyut3 to solve; resolve noun; verb
ity jyu4 syun4 fishing boat noun
& kei4 fuk1 to pray for a blessing noun; verb
Etin kaau3 gan6 close to adverb; adjective
iﬁi& tin4 hoi2 reclamation noun; verb
T col jing4 prototype noun
TE E wut6 dung6 activities; events noun; verb
R JEHE tin1 hau6 daan3 Tin Hau’s Birthday noun
. Jaait 21t festive .season;
holiday
i)ﬁﬁﬁ tin1 hau6 miu2 Tin Hau’s temple noun
b3 jyu4 gong2 fishing port noun
gi2p: jyu6 cak1 to predict; to forecast noun; verb
JE 7 W IR fung1 tiu4 jyu5 seon6 good weather noun; verb
A jau4 gau?2 long history idiom
si{$ i3 ceon4 jau4d parade noun; verb




%5@? moub si1 lion dance noun

B zong3 gunt spectacular adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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tai2 buk6 bou3 zau6 hai6 tai2 go3 zong3 gun1 maas .

The point of going to see a waterfall is that it's a spectacular sight.




