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Hello, everybody, I'm Olivia.

Welcome to the Hong Kong Holiday Series.

In this lesson, we will talk about Jingzhe.

| would say that not many Hong Kong people are familiar with Jingzhe, but if | say 'villain-
hitting', then everyone would know what | mean.

Jingzhe falls around March 6, and in Hong Kong tradition, it is the day for 'villain-hitting'.

Now let's see what it's all about!

Can you guess how much it costs for one go at 'villain hitting'?

We'll show you the answer at the end of this video.

Jingzhe is the third of the twenty-four solar terms in China. Zhe refers to the hibernating
insects and animals and Jingzhe means that the spring thunder caused by the change of
seasons is waking up the hibernating insects and animals.

After this day, spring starts and new life is born, and farmers start sowing and planting.

In Chinese mythology, the Jade Emperor uses the thunder to summon all the gods to be
in place for their duties.

Traditional Taoism paid respect to the white tiger on this day, hoping it could suppress
the demons and insects that ruin crops; it then evolved into 'villain-hitting' in modern

society.

Villain means people that are unfavorable and bring bad luck to you.
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It is hoped that through this ceremony, bad luck will be driven away. This ceremony is
supposed to be held in a dark place; in Hong Kong, the most popular location for 'villain-
hitting' is under the Canal Road Flyover in Wan Chai.

On Jingzhe, itis packed with people, even forming long queues.

The 'villain-hitting' ceremony has many procedures and tools.

Simply put, write the villain's information on the villain-paper, then the villain-hitting
granny will offer some fat pork to the white tiger, and slap the paper with a shoe or slipper
while muttering prayers for the client, wishing for peace and good luck. The ceremony
lasts for 5-10 minutes.

Don't assume that only the elderly participate in this superstitious tradition; recently many
young people have also been into it, especially office ladies who see their love rivals,
colleagues, or superiors as the villain.

An interesting pointis that, in recent years, government officials are seen as the villain,
and people hold group 'villain-hitting' ceremonies in demonstrations to show their
resentment towards the government.

And now I'll give you the answer to the earlier quiz.

Can you guess how much it costs for one go at 'villain hitting'?

'Villain-hitting' costs HK$0 each time — that's around US$.5.

Although it sounds a bit like witchcraft, instead of cursing the villain, the main purpose of
'villain-hitting' is to vent grievances and release pressure, and as a result, obtain
psychological relief.
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24. How was this lesson? Did you learn a lot of interesting things?

25. In your country, is there a holiday when people can let go of their grudges?

26. Share with us by leaving a comment at CantoneseClass101.com.

27. And I'll see you next time.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

5% syul wun4 to relieve noun; verb
resentment;
4 i i

R jyun3 hei3 grievance noun
5, faat3 sit3 to vent noun; verb
ARV daa2 siu2 jan2 Villain hitting noun; verb

& 5 ging1 zat6 Jingzhe noun
A HR dung1 min4 to hibernate noun; verb

to wake someone
n B2 giu3 sing?2 from sleep verb
daai6 dei6 wui4
A B & ceoni return of the spring idiom
SLE zan3 zyub6 to suppress verb
Xﬂ bat1 lei6 unfavorable noun; verb; adjective
TRE hang4 seoil wan6 to have bad luck verb
L huge crowds of
Al A g jan4 saan1 jan4 hoi2 idiom

people




2 cing4 zeoi6 procedure noun
[ ak1 wan6 bad luck noun
\ superstitious;
w1z mai4 seon3 supersition noun; adjective
3 : : o
] cing4 dik6 rival in love noun
T~ B E B si6 wail wutb dung6 demonstrations noun
=801 syun1 sit3 to vent noun; verb
‘ resentment;
AT bati mun5 discontent noun; adjective
> ne )
A zeoi2 zau3 curse noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

HB R EEE, F A RREZAEX

F R

ngo5 ge3 ak1 wané lin4 lin4, m4 gin3 jyun4
ngan4 baau1i zi1 hau6 jau6é m4 gin3 zo2 din6

waaz,

I've gotreally bad luck, | lost my purse and

then | lost my phone too.

EERAEELRLEE?

kei4 sat6 fung1 seoi2 syun3 m4 syun3 hai6é mai4

seon3?

Is Feng shui actually considered

superstitious?

1% b 5k B AR E R L% BIEE LA

gam1 naai5 dik6 gaal zuk6 ge3 zou1 jyu6 zan1 haié houZ2 ci5 sau6 dou3 zeoi2 zau3 gam2.

The Kennedy family's encounters really seem to be cursed.




