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LESSON NOTES

Video Culture Class: Hong Kong
Holidays #24
April Fool's Day
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ENGLISH

Hello, everybody, I'm Olivia.

Welcome to the Hong Kong Holiday Series.
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In this lesson, we will talk about April Fool's Day.

While not everyone will deliberately trick others on this day, let's hear about a few
incidents that have happened on April Fool's Day in Hong Kong!

There is a Chinese legend about a fool, have you ever heard it?

We’ll show you the answer at the end of this video.

In Hong Kong, most of the April Fool's mischief takes place in chat rooms and on forums;
they are usually silly jokes like the death of a celebrity, or the collapse of a big company.

On the other hand, some teenagers will take advantage of this day to confess their love
to their crush. This allows them to see the person's reaction, and if they get rejected, they
can say that it was only a joke.

Even though itis considered okay to carry out a prank on this day, it's better keep it
harmless and not go over the top, because that could cause physical or mental harm or
panic.

For instance, in 2003, during the SARS outbreak in Hong Kong, a high school student
created a fake news item, announcing that Hong Kong had become an epidemic area,
and that all sea, air, and land transport would shut down.

This news spread rapidly on the Internet, causing panic among the public.

The government then convened a press conference to refute the rumor and arrested the
student.
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On the same day, there was also a news item about the suicide of Hong Kong superstar
Leslie Cheung. Everybody assumed that it was an April Fool's Day joke until it was
reported on the news that it was actually true. It shocked the entertainment industry and
Chinese communities all over the world.

Unlike some foreign countries, the news media in Hong Kong do not create false news
for April Fool's Day. So it's best to check with a reliable source before believing
everything!

And now I'll give you the answer to the earlier quiz.

There is a Chinese legend about a fool, have you ever heard it?

Foolish Man Moving Mountains is a famous Chinese legend, about an elderly person
who decided to move two mountains that blocked the road.

Everyone said he was foolish, but his determination and perseverance convinced the
Jade Emperor, who finally moved the two mountains away.

How was this lesson? Did you learn a lot of interesting things?

20. Is there a lot of mischief on April Fools' Day in your country?
21. Share with us by leaving a comment at CantoneseClass101.com.
22. And I'll see you nexttime.
VOCABULARY
Traditional Romanization English Class
perseverance;
RNy hang4 samf noun

persistence




determination;

B A ngai6 like willpower noun
FEL 48 zo2 dong2 to block verb
AR loi4 jyun4 source noun
e mui4 tai2 media noun
4k zing2 gu2 trick; prank noun; verb

& /\ﬁ/ﬁ jyu4d jan4 zit3 April's Fool noun
=1 si6 gin2 incident; event noun

MiszEs mong5 ok jiu4 jin4 internet rumors noun

to close down;to go
18] B dou?2 bai3 bankrupt verb
B 1 am3 lyun5 secret crush verb
B4 keoib zyut3 to reject verb
i# - gwo3 fan6 too much adjective
gung1 zung3 hung?2 panic among the

o R fong1 public houn
B 5% pik1 jiu4 to refute a rumor verb
4 34 keoi1 bou6 to arrest verb
EZ geoi6 sing1 superstar noun
B & zi6 saat3 to commit suicide verb

EAE R ok3 zok3 kek6 mischief noun
& zan3 ham6 shock verb; adjective
# san1 man4 news noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Gamf1 jat6 jau5 me1 san1 man4?

Any news today?




