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Editor’s intro

Hi, everybody, and welcome to another issue of Hot
English. This month you may have noticed that you've
got two CDs instead of the usual one. It's a little gift for
you. The pages that go with the audio CD are up on our
website on the homepage. Just go to
www.hotenglishmagazine.com and download them

— it won't take a second. We hope you enjoy this special
little Easter supplement. Oh, and while you're up there,
you may like to visit the Archive. You can find some exira
articles there, some of which haven't appeared in Hot
English.

This month we're also launching our new Web School.
This is our online learning system with lots of activities to
practise grammar, vocabulary and listening. We've been
developing it for a long time now and we're going to
continue improving it all the time. Please turn to page 41
for more information.

The other big news this month is the start of Dr Fingers’
blog. He'll be posting his thoughts up on our website,
and taking a look at some interesting things related to
language and learning. There'll be no stopping him
now!

Well, back to the magazine. This month we're looking at
the life and times of one of Africa’s most brutal dictators:
Idi Amin. American actor Forest Whitaker stars in a new
and fascinating film all about the man. You can read

all about him and the fascinating history of modern
Uganda.

We've also got an interesting feature on a drink that's
causing problems in Scotland, a declassified secret
that's embarrassing the French government, a special
series of articles on horseracing in Britain, and a look

at a new type of English that's been invented by the
Japanese. Plus, all our usual articles to help you learn
with a laugh. Well, that's all for now. Have a great
month.

FREE pages

Download your FREE pages to
o with the audio CD included
is month. Just visit the

homepage of our website

and click on the “Hot Easter

Pages” icon. See page 43 for

more details.

Information Box — Celtic Football Club

Celtic Football Club (pronounced “seltik”) is an interesting
club. It's one of the top clubs in the Scottish Premier League
(the highest league in Scotland), and it’s based in the east
end of the city of Glasgow. The club was formed by an Irish-
man, Brother Walfrid, and it has many supporters from the
Catholic community of Glasgow and Ireland. Celtic’s greatest
rivals are Rangers FC, whose supporters are principally from
the Protestant community.

In 1967, Celtic became the first British club to win the
European Cup (previous winners had been Italian,
Portuguese and Spanish clubs). That season, Celtic won
every competition: the Scottish League,
The Scottish FA Cup, The Scottish
League Cup, The European Cup and
The Glasgow Cup. Since the start of

the Scottish Premier League, Celtic
have won it 40 times (until 2006), and
Rangers FC have won it 50 times. Let's
see what happens this year.

", And this symbol tells you
there is an exercise for the
article in the Exercise Pack.

What is Hot English?

A funny, monthly
magazine for
improving your
English. Real English

in genuine contexts.
Slang. Business
English. Functional
language. US English. Cartoons. Humorous articles.
Easy to read. Helpful glossaries. Useful expressions.
Fun. Something for everyone. Readers from 16 to 105
years old. From pre-intermediate to proficiency. A
great exercise pack, complete with useful grammar
and vocabulary-based worksheets. Fun material

for teachers. Fantastic 60-minute audio CD. Great
website with listenings, archive, games and exercises:
www.hotenglishmagazine.com. All the English you'll
ever need! Where can you find Hot English?

In shops and kiosks all over Spain. If you cannot find
itin your local kiosk, please call and we'll organise

it for you.
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Newsletter -
For teachers and learners

Are you a teacher or learner of English? Would you
like to receive free content to use in class every
month? Get the Hot English newsletter! Just send us
an e-mail to: newsletter@hotenglishmagazine.com
Write “learner” or “teacher” so we know which
newsletter you want.

English Classes

Are you looking for an English-language course?
Does your company need classes?
Contact classes@hotenglishmagazine.com or call
91 455 0273 for more information.

€<= Advertising
(00 34)
91455 0274

All material in this publication is strictly copyright, and all rights are reserved. Reproduction
without permission is prohibited. The views expressed in Hot English Magazine do not
necessarily represent the views of Hot English Publishing, S.L., although we do think that the
French should come and join us, and having a companionbot would make life so much easier.
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PHRASALVERBS TALK

We generally use the verb “to talk “ to refer to the act of speaking. For example,
“| was talking to Jennifer last night.” Now let’s look at some phrasal verbs with

the verb “to talk”.

TALK AWAY
TO CONTINUE TALKING FOR A LONG TIME
WITHOUT STOPPING.

WE'VE BEEN TALKING
AWAY FOR AGES. IT'S
TIME TO GO BACK TO
. THE POND. J

-

TALK DOWN TO SOMEONE
TO SPEAK AS IF YOU WERE SUPERIOR AND THE
OTHER PERSON WERE INFERIOR.

YOU NEED TO
PUT WARMER
CLOTHING ON WHEN
WE GO TO THE
MOUNTAINS. IT'S
VERY COLD THERE,
YOU KNOW.,

PLEASE DON'T
TALK DOWN
TO ME.

TALK SOMEONE OUT OF DOING SOMETHING
TO CONVINCE SOMEONE NOT TO DO SOMETHING. fm

IT'S NO GOOD |
TRYING TO TALK ME Wi
OUT OF LEAVING.
I'VE MADE UP MY
MIND. GOODBYE,

TALK SOMEONE DOWN
TO CONVINCE SOMEONE TO LEAVE A HIGH AND
DANGEROUS PLACE AND NOT TO JUMP.

HELLO? IS ANYONE
GOING TO TALK ME
DOWN? |'VE HAD
ENOUGH OF THIS.

TALK SOMEONE INTO DOING SOMETHING
TO CONVINCE SOMEONE TO DO SOMETHING
EVEN THOUGH THEY DON'T WANT TO DO IT.

| DIDN'T WANT
TO SKATEBOARD
ON THE HIGHWAY.
THE OTHER GUYS
TALKED ME

INTO IT.

TALK AROUND A TOPIC/SUBJECT
TO TRY TO AVOID SPEAKING ABOUT A TOPIC
BECAUSE IT IS EMBARRASSING OR PAINFUL.

THAT'S ENOUGH

TALKING AROUND

THE SUBJECT. NOW

B LET'S TALK ABOUT
B THAT MONEY YOUu
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INSECTIDIONS

This month we are looking at some insect idioms.

A fly in the ointment
Someone or something that ruins a situation which
could have been nice or successful.
“We had a great Christmas. The only fly in the
ointment was my aunt, who was in a really bad
mood all the time”

WERE MAKING A
FLY-ON-THE-WALL
WILDLIFE
DOCUMENTARY,

A fly-on-the-wall film

A television programme or film in which the people
involved don't know that they are being filmed, or
they forget that they are being filmed.
“The fly-on-the-wall documentary is all about a
week in the lives of six medical students.”

GLOSSARY

an ointment n

a cream that you put on a cut or

wound to cure it

abad mood 1

o if you are “in a bad mood’, you are
angry and unhappy

~ CDrack 2 - Brifish woman
& Canadian man

| WISH
| COULD HAVE
BEEN THERE TO

SEE IT.

Fly on the wall
If you say that you would like to be a“fly on the wall”
in a certain situation, you mean that you would like
to be there secretly to see what happens.

“Susan is telling Jim that she’s leaving him

tonight. I'd love to be a fly on the wall during that

conversation.”

Wouldn’t hurt a fly

If you say that someone “wouldn’t hurt a fly’, you
are saying that they are very gentle, peaceful and
non-violent.

“Jake isn't the violent type. He wouldn't hurt a fly."

Be as busy as a bee

To be very busy or active.

“She can never sit still and she’s always doing things:
organising meetings, going to parties, seeing
friends, etc. She’s as busy as a bee!”

SUNFLOWERS "
REALLY ARE THE

Be the bee’s knees
To be very, very good.

“Have you seen this new MP3 player? It's the bee’s
knees.”

6 | www_hotenglishmagazine.com or www.hotenglish.hu



Match each joke beginnin
(1to 8) with its ending (A-H). Then listen to check
YOUIr ANSWEI'S. Answers on page 24

CD track 3 US woman &
British woman

-

1. On which side does a tiger have

most stripes? []

2. Who went into the ti%r’s den

and came out alive?

3. What do you get if you cross a

tiger with a kangaroo? [

4. If afour-legged animal is a

quadruped, and a two-legged -3
animal is a biped, what's a tiger? | ='|- iy

5. What's the silliest name you can

give a tiger?

6. What's striped and goes round

and round?[ |

7. What do you do if a gorilla

decides to sleep in your bed? [

8. What do you call a gorilla with a

gun?

ENDINGS
¢ Astripey jumper.

: Atigerin arevolving door.

A

B

C: sir.
D: Thetiger.

E: Spot.

F: Stri-ped.

G: On the outside.

H: Sleep somewhere else.

ACTUALLY,
GORILLAS ARE

PEACEFUL
ANVEGETARIANS,

iy’

GLOSSARY

a stripe

aline that is a different colour to
the colour next to it

aden

a home that wild animals such as
lions or foxes make for themselves
to cross

if two animals “cross’, they mate and
create a baby with characteristics of
the two animals

a jumper

clothing worn over a shirt to keep
you warm

arevolving door

adoor that turns around in a circle
when you push it

aspot

around circle of colour

striped

with lines of colour on it, like a tiger

BE N!CE T

INTEND To

WERE ALL

Wi “ABBRE\'IA‘E‘ION” sy
Y AR

Here are some
more examples
of British toilet graffiti.

CD track 4 British men

WHAT KEeAZY. THAT'S

THERE ARE

S US SANE
THREE KINDS OF

PEOPLE: THOSE WHO CAN COUNT,
AND THOSE WHO CAN'T.

FOR PEOPLE WHO LIKE PEACE

AND QUIET

WE'VE INVENTED THE

PHONE-LESS CORD,

SO FAR, SO

oun KIDS. THEY

LIVE FOREVER

GLOSSARY

to keep you sane

healthy

peace and quiet

no noise and no stress
aphone-less cord

(a house phone with no wire)
GOOB anursing home

look after elderly people

so far, so good

everything is perfect up until

to ensure that you are mentally

this is a play on words. The standard
expression is “cordless phone”

a place where nurses and doctors

ish

engli

-«

Graffiti &
Little Jokes

now

o ._||.|I"| t_"un
afesd
®i

COMEDY & ENGLISH

Have fun! Laugh a lot! And
Improve your ﬂg|ISh!

The Giggling Guiri is Spain’s first
professional, English-language comedy
club. It has organised comedy sessions
with comedians from all over the English-
speaking world including Ireland, Scotland,
England, Canada, the USA and Australia.
For the average price of a one-hour class,
students can experience the English
language in its most natural state. It is
completely uncensored adult comedy,
where accents, metaphor, description and
other aspects are weaved together as an
intrinsic part of the act. You will definitely

COMING SOON

d r
learn something, and learning has never
* . been so much fun.
] ¥ by o
3 il 4

The Best of Irish:

Kevin Gildea & Jarlath Regan
BARCELONA - March 15th (Thusday)
10pm (Box office 9:30pm)
El Teatre (Plaza Urquinaona, 5 - Metro: Urquinaona)

MADRID - March 16th (Friday)
Midnight (Box Office 11:30pm)
Teatro Alfil (c/ Pez, 10 - Metro: Noviciado)

TICKETS

€15 Pre-sale online

€17 On the door

PRE-SALE INFORMATION
www.comedyinspain.com

In Barcelona: Hibernian Books

C/ Montseny 17 - Gracia - Metro: Fontana
Tel:93 217 47 96

Or send an e-mail to: mail@comedyinspain.com
www.comedyinspain.com

or 7
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DR FINGERS \CABULARY (NI @
FAILURE EXPRE

Here are some more useful collocations* for you fo learn.
This month, we are looking at some expressions to do with “failure”.
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CD track 5 Brifish man
& Australian man

F i, :_. =
Put/throw a spanner in the Throw/pour cold water on
works something
To do something that causes another If you “throw cold water” on some- Go down the plughole
thing to fail or to go badly. body’s opinions or ideas, you do or say If something goes “down the
“We seemed to be doing quite well something that destroys those ideas. plughole’, it fails or is wasted.
until we received a tax bill for 20,000 “Everybody was excited about the “They have just cancelled the order.
euros. It really put a spanner in the construction of a gym until the boss Now all our hard work has gone
works.” poured cold water on the proposal.’ down the plughole’

WAVE |
GOOUBYE TO
YOUR CLAWS,
MR LOBSTER.

YOU PLANNED
TO TAKE LUCY TO
AN UNUSUAL PETS
SHOW? I'M AFRAID
I'VE LITERALLY
COOKED YOUR

| WIN THIS FOR
THE LOWEST

SCORE IN THE
PUB QUIZ?
THANKS,

Kiss/say/wave goodbye
If you “kiss goodbye” to something,
you accept that something will never
happen, or that you will never have
something.

“I can kiss goodbye to any hope of
promotion in this company.”

The wooden spoon
An imaginary prize for the person
who loses a competition.
“We'd like to present you with the
wooden spoon for coming last in
therace”

Cook somebody’s goose
Ruin someone’s plans.

“We really cooked his goose by
informing the press of his intentions
to get married secretly next month.”

* Collocations

A collocation is a sequence of two or more
words that go together to form fixed
expressions (“heavy rain’, for example).
Learning lots of collocations will improve
your level of English, and help you with

WE DON'T

STAND A CHANCE. | THINK WE.
THEY ALL LOOK STOLE THEIR exams such as
FITTER THAN US THLINDER BY ; ; ' . GLOSSARY
2#;%%%%%%?#5 4 First Certlﬁcate, aspanner
Advanced and a metal tool with an end that goes
THEIR PARTY. . round a nut so you can loosen
Proficiency, the nut
Not stand a chance which testyour | toPeu: @ conamer
If something “doesn’t stand a chance”, Steal someone’s thunder knowledge of | toanother
- . . . . . a plughole
”|t is going to fail. ' To do something that takes attention these things. o holoin 2 bath or sink where the
Those football players are profession- away from another person’s success. water goes down
als and we're just amateurs. We don't “In the party Jim turned up with a 2 large bird similar to a duck
stand a chance of winning against famous actress. He's always trying to thunder
" ” when there is a storm (violent
them! steal my thunder. weather), you can hear “thunder”
and see lightning
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DR FINGERS ERAOR COECTION CLINI

The start of a new section in which Dr Fingers -
corrects typical English errors. CD track 6 British man &

other person 7

' error

gers
correction

Dr Fin

F-
Activity
Read the sentences, find the errors and correct them,

then listen to the CD to check your answers. Good luck!
Afterwards, you can read the error analysis section.

1. After 2001, the price of oil has been increasing every
year.
2. After all, we decided to cancel the trip and go home.
3. Soon, you'll be of my age.
4. She set up her own business in the age of 23.
5. Isolicited a job at an international company.
6. She went to Paris before five years.
7. I've received the e-mail two days ago.
8. larrived at 6pm. Five minutes ago that, | was in a
traffic jam.
9. What kind of jam do you like? Cured or smoked?
10. She doesn't agree the proposal.
11. They made an agreement on the price.
12. The country’s economy is based on the tourism.
13. You shouldn't to do it here.
14. He taught me play the piano.
15. She was aiming the gun against me.

WERE THE
SAME AGE.

Error Analysis

1. We use“since” to refer to a period of time that started in the

nlefralsng] ﬁ'---l'n;.!u- .

!

past and has continued until now.

Ehg.l:l]'l. 2. The expression “in the end”is used to say what happened
EZ‘F il'!l'.'ll eventually.

r":r':l'l! SFE[[FI' L GFFEES EWE? MDNTH 3. The correct expression to use in this sentence would be “the
Dedach ﬂp-!ﬂ r"'bﬂthd | 1:3 il.'ln.l'h__l;l 11-00 b 20:00 same age as me”.
|t aliana % 4. We use“at” with “the age of...".

P‘m._..’}i!_ CFLER - SRNTO DOMINGD 5. The correct expression is “apply for a job”. You can “solicit” (ask
§ mas... :.";.l.ﬁp-qﬂ“rg:_ H - zm“ MJ-H T.; 5]5 l” n 51 for) help, support or an opinion from someone. For example:

“They solicited his help.

6. The correct expression here would be “five years ago”.
t -1 Fj 7. Remember, with past tense expressions such as“two days ago’,
you have to use the past simple.
r.d h., '.‘;:' 8. The correct expression to refer to a time before a past tense
‘.— time would be “five minutes before that” in this case.
9. Remember, “jam”is a type of sweet sauce made from fruit and
Libreria Inglesa: [ 00 kb B30 | Y sugar. Only “ham” can be cured or smoked.
C/Fernandez de la Hoz 40 TEL s BB AR L MR MY
28010 Madrid z “' i if i = T AN 10. The preposition “with” or “to” follows the verb “to agree”.
TF. 91-442-8104 / 91-442-7959 I iSO
SEANY U TEER SUIEL | s 11. In English you can “reach” an agreement.
RO T LS, RO APHITTEY 12. We don't generally use “the” with nouns such as “tourism’.
CHH DR PSS SIS S50 13. Remember, after modal verbs (should/must/can, etc) we use
WIRHELE AN D Gl R T Ny the infinitive without “to”
LANLS
14. we say that you can teach someone “how” to do something.
= —— SRS I AT E SO ST 15. You aim a gun “at” someone.
p|L'br§”aoB|'"r-'3uio LAMGLUALE. TEXT BOM3KCS
aza de Olavide J
28010 Madrid ANDOASSETTIS
Tf. 91-702-7944 or
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CD track 7 - English

Here we've got some examples of how to say things in different situations.

- & &

10

- Situation

A friend asks
what you think of
something. You
have no interest in
the topic.

A friend really likes
to go out at night
and do thingsin
excess.

A friend is very
excited and slightly
hysterical about
something. You tell
him to calm down.

You show a friend
something that
you think will really
impress him.

A friend is very
forgetful.

A friend is trying
to act very
“masculine”.

Formal

It really interests
me very little.

She likes to enjoy
herself at night.

Please make an
attempt to enter a
state of repose.

This is going to
impress you.

She is somewhat
absent minded.

He is attempting
to actin a manly
fashion.

or

Relaxed

Itisn'timportant
to me.

She likes to go out
and have a good
time.

Calm down.

You'll be amazed
at this.

She’s really
forgetful.

He's getting all
macho.

Informal

| couldn’t care less
about it; whatever!

She parties hard;
she parties like a
rockstar.

Chill out; don't get
your pantyhose in
a bunch (US); don't
get your knickers
in a twist.

This is gonna knock
your socks off; this
is out of this world.

She’s a scatterbrain;
she’s a feather
brain.

He's being a tough
guy

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT HIM, HE'S
JUST BEING A
TOUGH GUY.

A Exercise

I'M GOING TO
PARTY LIKE A
ROCKSTAR.

s

THIS WILL
KNOCK YOUR

SOCKS OFF! '

GLOSSARY

pantyhose

thin, nylon clothing that women
wear over their legs. “Tights”in
British English

knickers

clothing women wear under their
trousers/skirt

in a twist

if something is “in a twist’, it has
been turned many times

socks

clothing you wear on your feet
abrain

the organ in your head for thinking




A film all about Uganda’s dictator, Idi Amin.

Have you heard of Idi Amin? He was a dictator who ruled in Uganda during the
1970s. American actor Forest Whitaker plays the lead role in The Last King of

Scotland, all about the African ruler.

Synopsis (spoiler warning)

The film follows the fictional relationship
between Idi Amin (played by Forest Whitaker)
and a young Scottish doctor, Nicholas
Garrigan (played by actor James McAvoy).
Garrigan travels to Uganda for adventure, but
ends up becoming Amin’s personal doctor.
At first Garrigan tries to ignore the crimes
Amin is committing. But eventually, he
understands Amin’s true nature when a
comment of his leads Amin to kill the health
minister. Garrigan also develops an affair with
one of Amin’s many wives. She too is killed

by Amin. In response, Garrigan tries to poison
Amin, but Amin discovers this plot and orders
his guards to kill Garrigan. In the end, Garrigan
is saved by a fellow Ugandan doctor, and
escapes with a group of hostages released
during the Israeli commando operation at
Entebbe International Airport.

Learning the part

American actor Forest Whitaker plays the lead
role. He learnt Swahili for the part, as well as
watching hours of footage of Amin’s speeches.
He also hung around the market in the
capital, Kampala, meeting people who knew
the dictator. “Everyone had stories,” Whitaker
said during an interview. “Many of the people

| EXPECT AN

OSCAR FOR THIS.

I met had a dual feeling of him in the first
place: some had relatives who had been killed
during the regime, but there remained the
feeling that he had also done certain great
things for the country. That was something
that | needed to understand in order to play
the character”

Whitaker’s performance has been particularly
praised for capturing Amin’s mannerisms,
accent and voice. Whitaker later admitted

that it was difficult to get rid of the accent
afterwards. “As soon as we wrapped, | thought
I had lost the accent, but when | talked to
people, | realised | hadn't”

As for looking like Amin, Whitaker has this to
say, “I'm three shades lighter than him, 40-50
pounds (about 10 kilos) lighter than him, my
face structure is different,” he said. “Luckily, |
suppose that people felt the spirit of the man
came across — and that’s great”

Film information

The film is directed by Kevin Macdonald, who
won an Oscar for his 1999 documentary on
the Munich Olympics, One Day In September. It
stars Forest Whitaker (who plays Idi Amin) and
James McAvoy (who plays Nicholas Garrigan

- the Scottish doctor). The film is based on Giles
Foden'’s novel The Last King of Scotland. It was
adapted by screenwriters Peter Morgan and
Jeremy Brock. The film was shot on location in
Uganda and the UK. It stars several of Uganda’s
leading actors. &

DO YOU THINK
HE’'S WEARING
ANYTHING
UNDER THAT
KILT?

GLOSSARY

a spoiler warning n

a reminder that the information
about to follow will tell you what
happens in the film, and will “spoil”
it for you (ruin it for you)

fictional o

not real; not based on a real person
toend up phrvb

if you “end up” being something,
you are that thing in the end
aplotn

a plan to kill someone or do
something bad

Entebbe 1

an airport in Uganda. It is also the
place where Israeli commandos
rescued Israeli and Jewish hostages
in 1976

footage 1

extracts from television or film

to hang around phrvb

to be in a place with no particular
purpose

a dual feeling of someone xp

a mixture of two different feelings
towards someone: possibly
admiration and hatred

arelative n

a person who is related to you: a
cousin, uncle, aunt, etc

to praise Vb

to say good things about someone
to capture someone’s
mannerisms exp

to do a very good and convincing
imitation of the way someone is
to get rid of something exp

to find a way of making something
disappear or go away

to wrap vb inform

to stop filming for the day

three shades lighter

with skin that is three times less
dark

n
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A life of cinema. The film of a life.

According to many, Forest Whitaker has given the
performance of his life in his latest film the Last King

of Scotland. His version of the bloodthirsty Ugandan
dictator, Idi Amin, is Whitaker's best ever. Let’s find

out more about this actor.

Early life

Whitaker was born in Longview,
Texas on 15" July 1961. His
father, Forest Whitaker, Jr, was
the son of the novelist Forest
Whitaker, Sr. His mother, Laura
Francis Smith, was a teacher.
The family moved to the Los
Angeles area when Whitaker
was a toddler. Whitaker went
to California State Polytechnic
University on a football
scholarship, but left because
of a back injury. Later, he went
to the Music Conservatory

at the University of Southern
California (USC) to study opera,
and was then accepted into
the Drama Conservatory.

He graduated from USC

in 1982. His first agent
discovered Whitaker singing

in a production of The Beggar’s
Opera.

Career

Whitaker's first onscreen role
was in 1982 in Fast Times at
Ridgemont High. He starred
with Nicolas Cage and Sean
Penn. He followed with roles

in Platoon, Good Morning,
Vietnam, and The Color of
Money. In 1988, Forest played
the part of musician Charlie
Parker in the Clint Eastwood
film, Bird. He won Best Actor
at the Cannes Film Festival for
that performance.

In the 1990s, Whitaker
branched out into producing
and directing. In 1991, he co-
produced and co-starred in

A Rage in Harlem. And in 2004,
he directed the romantic
comedy, First Daughter.

v

Whitaker has also worked a lot
in television. In 2002, Whitaker
was the host and narrator of
The Twilight Zone. In January
2006, he joined the cop serial
The Shield, as Lieutenant Jon
Kavanaugh. His performance
as an internal affairs cop

was well-received. In 2006,

he acted in the TV series ER,
playing a man who comes
into the ER with a cough, but
quickly faces the long-term
consequences of a stroke.

Filmography

The Last King The Crying Game  (1992)
of Scotland (2006) ARageinHarlem (1991)
The Marsh (2006) Bird (1988)
Panic Room (2002) Good Morning,

Phone Booth (2002) Vietnam (1987)
Ghost Dog (1999) Platoon (1986)
Smoke (1995) The Color of Money (1986)
The Enemy Within  (1994) Fast Times at

Prét-a-Porter (1994) Ridgemont High  (1982)

The Last King

Whitaker’s latest film is
proving to be his best. He
has received critical acclaim
for his performance as the
dictator Idi Amin in The Last
King of Scotland. On 15%
January 2007, he won the
Golden Globe Award for Best
Actor.

Whitaker immersed himself
in the role, reading books
about Amin, and meeting

with Amin’s friends and family.

He mastered the East-African
accent, and learned Swabhili,
which he uses throughout the
film.

Personal life
In 1996, Whitaker married

fellow actress Keisha Whitaker.

They have two daughters,
Sonnet and True. He has a
son named Ocean from a
previous relationship and

a stepdaughter named
Autumn from a previous
relationship of Keisha's. Forest
is a vegetarian and a black
belt in karate. He recently
opened a vegan restaurant in
west Los Angeles called

Taste of the Goddess &

HAS ANYONE
SEEN MY
OSCAR?

GLOSSARY

a performance

a piece of acting, singing or
dancing

bloodthirsty adj

with a desire to kill

atoddler n

a child - usually between the ages
of two and four

on a football scholarship xp
with financial assistance to attend
school because you are good at
football (American football)

an onscreen role

apartinafilm

to branch out into something cxp
to do something different to the
things you normally do

ahostn

a person who interviews people
or presents things on a television
programme

an internal affairs cop 1

a police officer who investigates
other police officers

acough n

if you have a “cough’, you have

a sore throat and often expel air
rapidly through your mouth
astroke 1

if someone has a“stroke”, a blood
vessel in the brain bursts and
sometimes causes paralysis

latest film exp

the most recent film

to receive critical acclaim

for something cxp

to have good reviews and positive
criticism about something

to immerse yourself in arole exp
to become completely involved in a
role; to live the role

a stepdaughter n

a daughter born to your wife or
husband from a previous marriage
a black belt in karate cxp

the highest level in the sport karate
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The life and times of Idi Amin - the dictator of Uganda during the 1970s.

More than 300,000 people
died during Idi Amin’s regime
in Uganda. Teachers, doctors,
lawyers and bureaucrats were
killed. In some cases, entire
villages were wiped out.
Who was Idi Amin? And what
happened to him?

The start

Idi Amin was born on 17t May
1928. He grew up with his
maternal family and joined an
Islamic school in Bombo, in
1941. After a few years he left
the school, and did odd jobs
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before joining the army.
Amin excelled in the army,
his new home. He joined the
Kings African Rifles (KAR-a

Do you

British colonial regiment) in
1946. In 1947, he transferred
to Kenya for infantry service.
In 1952 his battalion was
deployed against the Mau
Mau. He was promoted to
corporal the same year, then
to sergeantin 1953. Amin
returned to Uganda in 1954
where he made a name

for himself as a cruel and
ruthless commander.

Problems

The big year for Uganda was
in 1962 — the year of Uganda'’s
independence. The first prime
minister was Milton Obote.
Obote promoted Amin to
deputy commander of the
army in 1964. Later, in 1966
Amin became general and
commander of the Ugandan
army.

Amin’s big moment

came in 1971. Amin had
information that Obote was
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Idi Amin - the quick guide

Born: 1924 (some say 1925).
Number of children: 43.
Term as president: 1971-1979.

against Milton Obote and
replaces him as president.
1972: forces approximately

PHOTOGRAPH
HAD BETTER
MAKE ME LOOK
FRIENDLY.

Famous for ordering the
deaths of approximately
300,000 people.

1946: joins the King's African
Rifles — the British colonial
army.

1962: Uganda becomes
independent from Britain.
1971: leads a military coup

misappropriating army
funds. So, on 25™ January
1971, Amin seized power
in a coup d’état. At the
time, Obote was attending
a Commonwealth summit
meeting in Singapore.

The new leader

Things seemed to be positive
at first. Amin freed many
political prisoners, and
disbanded the secret police.
“I'am not an ambitious man,
personally,” Amin said at the
time.”l am just a soldier with
a concern for my country and
its people.”

The British Foreign Office
even described him as“a
splendid type and a good
football player.”

But it didn't take long for
things to turn nasty. Obote
had taken refuge in Tanzania,
and he started to organise a
resistance movement against
Amin. In response, Amin
purged the army, killing
many Obote supporters, and
many innocent people too.
And as the violence increased,
Amin became more and more
paranoid, fearing a coup
within his own government.
The Nile Mansions Hotel in
Kampala became Amin’s
interrogation and torture
centre.

Asians expelled

One of the most dramatic
events during Amin’s rule
took place in August 1972. At
the time, many Asians were

Continued on next page »

50,000 Asians to leave
Uganda

1976: appoints himself
president for life.

1979: is overthrown by the
Tanzanian army with help
from Ugandan rebels. Amin
goes into exile in Saudi Arabia.
2003: dies in Saudi Arabia.

>

GLOSSARY

to wipe out phir vb

to eliminate

to grow up phrvb

if you “grow up” with someone, you
live with that person when you are
a child until you are an adult

to do odd jobs cxp

to do a series of different kinds

of jobs

the Mau Mau

amovement in Kenya that fought
against British rule during the
1950s

ruthless ad/

with no pity or mercy

to misappropriate funds xp

to take money that belongs to a
company or the government

to seize power exp

to become the president or leader
of a country by using force or
violence

acoup d'état

if there is a “coup d'état’, one person
or group overthrows the legitimate
government and becomes the
leader

the Commonwealth 1

an organisation of countries that
once formed part of the British
Empire

to free vb

to liberate; to permit to leave prison
to disband (an organisation) cxp
to break up and destroy an
organisation

a splendid type 1

awonderful man

to turn nasty cxp

to become violent or dangerous

to take refuge (in a country) n

to leave your country and go to
another country for safety

to purge the army cxp

to kill or sack members of the army
who do not support you

paranoid adj

with feelings that everyone is trying
to attack you

to take place exp

to happen




Idi Amin quotes

“l am the hero of Africa”

“You cannot run faster than a
bullet.”

“In any country there must be

people who have to die. They are

the sacrifices any nation has to
make to achieve law and order”
“I want your heart. | want to eat
your children!”Idi Amin to an
adviser just before dinner.

“| ate them before they ate me!”
“I myself consider myself the
most powerful figure in the
world.”

“Politics is like boxing - you try to
knock out your opponents.”

living in Uganda. Most of
them were third generation
immigrants who had
businesses, homes, children,
and families there. But one
day in August, Amin gave

the 50,000 Asians (mostly
Indians of Gujarati origin) just
90 days to leave the country.
Amin later claimed that he
did this because God had
told him to do it in a dream.
“I am going to ask Britain

to take responsibility for all
Asians in Uganda who are
holding British passports,
because they are sabotaging
the economy of the country,’
Amin explained. “And if they
do not leave, they will find
themselves sitting on the fire,
Amin warned.

Their expulsion affected the
economy because many
Asians owned big businesses
in Uganda. Most Asians were
granted asylum in Britain.
Many suffered theft and
violence before they left.

Humiliation

The next dramatic event

was in 1976. At the time,
Amin had strong ties to

the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO). He even
offered them the empty Israeli
embassy as a headquarters.
Then, one day in 1976, Amin
found himself at the centre
of world attention. On 27t
June of that year, Air France
flight 139 was hijacked by
PLO terrorists. More than 250
hostages were taken. Amin

invited the terrorists to stop at
Entebbe International Airport
in the city of Entebbe (32 km
from Kampala).

The hijackers demanded

the release of fifty three

PLO and Red Army Faction
prisoners in return for the 256
hostages. Amin visited the
hostages and played the role

| JEWISH PRESS | .

“HOW ISRAEL
SAVED HOSTAGES
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of intermediary. Eventually,
the hijackers released the
non-Jewish and non-Israeli
passengers. This left just the
Israeli and Jewish hostages
along with the Air France
crew, who had refused to go.
The Israelis didn't take long to
respond. At midnight on 3™
July 1976, Israeli commandos
attacked the airport and

freed all the hostages except
four (one was killed by the
Israeli forces, two by Ugandan
soldiers, and another, 75-year-
old Dora Bloch (who was in
hospital at the time, was killed
under Amin’s direct orders).
During the military operation,

most of Uganda’s fighter jets
were destroyed. Amin was
furious, but there was nothing
he could do.

Downfall

As the years went on, Amin
became more and more
paranoid. He awarded
himself many World War Il
medals, including the Military
Cross and Victoria Cross. And
he gave himself a number

of titles, including “King of
Scotland”.

In 1977, Britain broke
diplomatic relations with
Amin. In response, Amin
declared he had beaten the
British and gave himself a
“CBE". His final moment of
madness came in October
1978. Amin ordered the
invasion of Tanzania. With the
help of Libyan troops, Amin
tried to annex the northern
Tanzanian province of Kagera.
In response, the Tanzanian
president, Julius Nyerere,
declared war on Uganda.

He enlisted Ugandan exiles
and, on 11 April 1979, he
managed to take control of
the Ugandan capital, Kampala.
Amin was forced to flee, first
to Libya, then to Saudi Arabia.
And it was there that he stayed
until his death on 16" August
2003.

“Amin’s regime was the worst
of all,” said David Owen (a
British politician) on the day
following Amin's death.”It's a
shame that we allowed him to
keep in power for so long." &

Idi Amin Trivia
Amin once sent US
President, Richard Nixon,
a"get-well card” after
the Watergate scandal.
He was Uganda’s light
heavyweight boxing
champion from 1951 to
1960.

He liked racing cars,
boxing, and Walt Disney
cartoons.

He was very interested
in Scotland. He once
attended a funeral
wearing a kilt, and

even gave four of his
children traditional
Scots names: Campbell,
McLaren, McKenzie and
Mackintosh.

GLOSSARY

a third generation immigrant

a person whose grandparents came
to the country

to sabotage

to try to prevent something from
being successful

to warn

to tell someone of a danger

to grant someone asylum

to permit someone to livein a
country because they are in danger
in their own country

to have strong ties to

to have a lot of connections with
the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO)

an organisation that fights for the
rights of the Palestinian people.
Some consider it a terrorist
organisation

to hijack

to take control of a plane illegally
and to make demands in return for
the safe return of the passengers

a hostage

someone who is captured and
who may be killed if demands are
not met

the Red Army Faction

a left-wing terrorist organisation
from Germany

afighter jet

a plane used to attack other planes
or ground targets

CBE

the usual meaning of this
abbreviated award is “Commander
of the Order of the British Empire”.
However, Amin said it meant
“Conqueror of the British Empire”
to annex

to take part of a country by force
and to claim that it belongs to your
country

to flee

to escape because there is violence
or danger

aget-well card

a card sent to someone who is in
hospital or who is recovering

the Watergate scandal

a political scandal involving the
burglary of the Democratic party
headquarters. President Nixon
administration tried to cover it up
akilt

traditional clothing worn by
Scottish people - it is like a dress
to knock out

to hit and make unconscious
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Basic English

Useful Expressions

What you ask

«Can you recommend a
good toy/clothes shop?

«Is there a chemist’s/
supermarket in the area?

+Where can | get
toothpaste/pet food?

+Where's the nearest
shopping centre?

«What time do you open/
close, please?

«Are you open on Sundays?

«Could you help me, please?

«Could you tell me where
the X department is?

«Excuse me, I'm looking for
an X.

«Is there somewhere | can
try this on, please?

+Does it suit me?

+Do you have thisin a
larger/smaller size / a
different colour, please?

-Do you take credit cards?

-Does it have a warranty/
guarantee?

«Can | pay by cheque?

«Could I have a VAT receipt,
please?

Listen and repeat these useful expressions.

What you hear

«There's a really good toy
shop just around the corner.

«The best clothes shop is in
the shopping centre.

«The nearest one is a few
kilometres away.

-We're closed at lunchtime,
between 1 and 3pm.

+We're open from 9am till
6pm, Monday to Friday.

-It's too long/short.

+The ladies/gents changing
rooms are over there.

+You can bring it back and
get a refund if you keep
the receipt.

+We take all the major credit
cards.

+We only accept cheques
with a cheque card.

-We're offering 6 months’
free credit with no
deposit. &

Speaking

Now use these expressions
to practise asking and
answering questions.
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A cashier
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GLOSSARY A
to try something on cxp
to put on clothing to see if you like A 1r0||ey
itorifit fits -
awarranty/guarantee /1 y -
a written promise by a company to e L % e
replace or repair a product that you . r;;____:'—'
have bought s
a changing room 1 A receim

aroom where you can try on
clothing that you might buy
arefund n

money returned to you by a shop
when you give back a product that
you bought previously

areceipt

a piece of paper giving information
about the product you bought

A basket

.!
-_‘

an emergency exit

A changing room

Banknotes A gift voucher
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Amazing World

m.ﬂ

Oregon is the 9th largest state in the US. It's got snow-capped mountains year
round, lofs of national forests, lots of micro-breweries, festivals, fairs and large
and small cities. l's the perfect place for people with an adventurous spirit. By

Jeff. (US English spelling)

Wild Horses

Oregon is one of the great states of the US.
But it's also one of the least known. It's got
mountains and beaches. There is a lush
green environment in the western part, while

the central and eastern parts have high
plains with herds of wild horses. You have
the Portland Trailblazers, a NBA basketball
team. There is also the University of Portland
Women's Soccer Team, who won the 2002

| Women'’s National Championship. The largest
independent new and used bookstore in the
world, Powell’s Books, is located in Portland.

| And best of all, there’s no sales tax in Oregon.
This means that the prices on things show the
real cost and you don’t have to add on 17%.
Let's find out more about the state and the
capital, Portland.

Portland

Portland is the biggest
city in Oregon. There
are lots of places to visit
there, including the
Portland Museum of

Art, with a lovely open-air garden café and
temporary exhibitions. You can also visit the
Old Port Exchange, which is next to the port,
and which is full of antique shops and cafés.
Outside Portland there are lots of things to

v,

Interesting Facts

% The state dance is
the Square Dance, a
typical cowboy dance.
% There are over
1,400 named lakes in
Oregon.

see too. The city is in a valley with very large
mountains surrounding it. The mountains

are covered in snow all year. The ones
surrounding the city are called Mt Hood, Mt
Saint Helens, Mt Jefferson, Mt Bachelor and
the Three Sisters. There are lots of pine forests
around Oregon. One of the most spectacular
things outside Portland is the Columbia River
Gorge, which is a huge ravine with a river
running through it.

=

«% Crater Lake, at 630
meters deep, is the
deepest lake in the US.
% The US ski team
practices on Mt Hood
because of the year-
round snow.

% If you stretched
out all the rivers,
creeks, and streams in
Oregon, they would
circle the Earth four
and a half times.

Eating and Drinking

Portland has some great places for eating
out. Some of the best restaurants are Jakes
Grill, the Portland City Grill, McMinneman’s,
McCormick or Schmicks. There are also

lots of fantastic Asian and Latin American
restaurants in this area.

Generally, the inhabitants of Oregon are
extremely health conscience when it comes
to food. You can find food stands with vegan
and vegetarian dishes such as tofu and
organic meals.

Oregon also knows a lot

about beer. Portland has

more micro breweries

(28 at least) than any

other city in the US.

Across the state, there

are more than 70 micro

breweries that make

their own beer. You can

visit these breweries and

get one of their beers.

Oregon is also famous for its wine. Grapes
and hazelnuts are grown everywhere in
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GLOSSARY

snow-capped mountains 1
mountains with snow on top of them
year round exp

during the whole year

a micro-brewery 1

a small factory that makes beer.
Often owned by a family or individual
lush adj

with lots of green vegetation

high plains 1

alarge, flat area of land with very few
treeson it

aherdn

a group of animals that travel
together

sales tax n

extra money you pay (that goes to
the government) when you buy
something - often between 15-17%
agorge

a deep, narrow valley

huge adj

very big

aravine

avery deep, narrow valley with

high sides

afood stand n

atable in the street with food for sale
tofu n

food of Chinese origin made from
soy milk

agrape

the fruit used to make wine
ahazelnutn

a hard, dried fruit, often used in
chocolate bars

avineyard n

a place where vines grow (trees that
produce grapes for making wine)

| tojam vb

| to play music informally and to
improvise

avendor n

a person selling things in the street
an artisan

a person who makes beautiful things
with his/her hands

to bring back a little taste of the
60s cxp

to do something that reminds you
of the 1960s

a haven for something

a place where the conditions for
something are perfect

whitewater rafting n

Beavers Oregon and many vineyards make wines
with these products. One classic Oregon
wine is made with the grape Pinot Grigio.
There is also a cheese factory in Tillamook,
which makes fantastic cheese. They begin
with the highest-quality milk from their
dairies and create cheese, ice cream, yogurt
and sour cream.

Oregon is nicknamed
the Beaver State
because of the

large numbers of
beavers it has. These
animals were once
prized for their

furs and they were
almost hunted to

Festivals & Fairs

There are also lots of festivals and fairs

in Oregon. The Mt Hood Jazz Festival is

two fun-filled days and nights of groovy
jazz music in an outdoor environment. In
historic downtown Gresham, musicians jam
all weekend long while you walk around

extinction. However,
these days there

are laws to protect
them, and they've
made an impressive
comeback. These
expert dam-builders
are appropriate as
the state animal
because Oregon has
over 31,000 man-
made dams. Oregon
State University has
nicknamed their
school’s athletic team
the “Beavers".

drinking and eating tasty treats and listening | |
to great music.

On every Saturday and Sunday from March
until Christmas, in downtown Portland
there’s the Portland Saturday Market. It's the
s largest outdoor arts and craft market in the
US and it’s full of interesting things to buy.

It is right under the Burnside Bridge where
hundreds of vendors and artisans gather
and bring back a little taste of the 60s.

Outdoor Activities

Oregon is a haven for outdoor sports. You
can go skiing and snowboarding year-round
on Mt Hood, one of the few spots in the US
that is covered with snow all year. You can

go whitewater rafting and kayaking on g;’ti;‘ge":fviv:ﬂztvae&fzz‘;f”"a'af‘
the White Salmon River, which is one of the kayaking 1

best rivers around for these sports. Apart B i‘;"ﬁ\f:ﬁ;’;{i‘:{g@ﬁzﬂ'E‘g{;’;a
from that, there are thousands of spots - similar to a canoe
where you can go mountain biking, rock e

climbing, hiking, fishing, golfing or hang- internationally accaimed .
gliding. The Colombia River Gorge is also . wesome conditions

awesome conditions 1
¥

internationally acclaimed for its awesome | | incredible,amazing conditions

eqs . to nickname v©
conditions for wind-surfi ng. © - | togive an informal name

prized for exp

|| famous for; appreciated for

o afurn

the soft hair and skin from an animal
often used to make coats, etc

to hunt something to extinction
exp

to kill so many of an animal that it
almost disappears

to make a comeback xp

to appear again after people thought
it had disappeared or was dead
adamn

awall that is built across a river
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Living Abroad

An interview with someone who has visited or lived in a foreign country. This
month we are talking to Michael about his time in Portland, Oregon. (US

English)

Michael, why did you go to Portland,
Oregon?

Well, | was doing an English language

course at the Sorbonne in Paris and | needed
to spend a year abroad. | could choose a
university anywhere in the US and | chose to
go to Portland. | don't know why | chose that
place because | didn't know anything about it,

but probably because it was so far away and...

| didn't know anything about it.

What were your first impressions of
the state/city?

I thought it was a
very beautiful city,
and an extremely
beautiful state.
The people were
really nice too and
the surrounding
mountains were
breathtaking.

Where did you stay?

| stayed with a really nice family. | learnt a lot
of English with them, and I helped the father
with his French. He spoke a bit and he was
keen to improve.

What kind of work did you do while
you were there? i
Well, at first | just

studied and went

to the university.

But later, | stayed

on because | got

ajob atashop

.| called Columbia

Sportswear doing sales. There are lots of other
jobs you can get, illegally, such as working in

L the ski resorts, working as a bartender, or at

the Nike and Adidas headquarters.

And what are the best things about
Oregon?

All the outdoor activities like snowboarding,
rafting, camping, visiting the Pacific Ocean.
Also, there’s no sales tax in Oregon. Another

W great thing is that you aren't allowed to

pump your own gas - the petrol station
attendants have to do it for you, which is a
real advantage when it’s raining or snowing.

g And what are the worst things about
8 Oregon?
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suppose that's what makes it so beautiful.

And what were the people like there?
Very nice, friendly, easy to get along with and
welcoming.

What did you do during the day?

| liked going down

to NW 21+t avenue

for lunch and a

beer while sitting

outside during the

springtime. Plus,

going for long

drives along the

Columbia River

Gorge and hiking.

On the weekend:s |

liked going to this outside market called the
Saturday Market for food, music and shopping.

And what did you do at night?

My favorite bars were on NW 21t avenue,
such as the Blue Moon, Silver Dollar or the
Gypsy. Other good bars downtown were 15,
Bar 71 or Kells.

And what are the best places to eat?
The best places to eat would be Jakes Grill or
the Portland City Grill. They eat a lot of fish
there and one of their favorites is fish tacos
with fresh salmon or fresh tuna.

And when is the best time to go to
Oregon?

In August when it is still warm and the leaves
are turning brown.

What is there to do in Oregon during
the summer?

In the summer, people go outdoors, have
picnics in many of the surrounding parks, plus
you can still snowboard as the ski season lasts
twelve months.

And what advice would you give
someone who is thinking of visiting
Oregon?

It is a wonderful place to live, but getting a
job is going to be hard right now. Overall
Portland and the rest of Oregon is by far one
of my favorite states and an awesome place
to live.

OK, thank you very much, Michael.
Notatall. ©
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GLOSSARY

breathtaking ad/j

incredible, amazing

keen to do something cxp

very excited about doing
something; with a great desire to
do something

to stay on phrvb

to stay in a place after you should
have left, or after everyone else
has left

abartender n

a person who works in a bar
serving drinks

outdoor activities 1

sports you can do outside
rafting

a sport that involves travelling in
a raft (a small, inflatable rubber or
plastic boat) on a river

sales tax 1

extra money you pay (that goes
to the government) when you
buy something - often between
15-17%

to pump your own gas exp

to put petrol into the car by
yourself

§ | apetrol station /) US

a place where you can buy petrol
for your car. Also known as

“a garage” or“gas station”

an attendant n

" a person who works in a petrol

station

to get along with someone exp
to have a good relationship with
someone

welcoming adj

that makes you feel comfortable
and happy in a place

atacon

a traditional Mexican dish that is

1 like a crépe made from corn

a leaf (plural: leaves)

the green thing that grows on trees
to turn brown exp

to become brown (usually in the
autumn)

| tolast b

if something “lasts” for a certain
period of time, it happens during
that period of time

awesome acdj US

incredible, amazing
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Your boss and you

Ten differences between you and your boss.

1. When you take a long time, you're slow; when your
boss takes a long time, he’s thorough.

2. When you don't do it, you're lazy; when your boss
doesn't do it, she’s too busy.

3. When you make a mistake, you're an idiot;
when your boss makes a mistake, he's
only human.

4. When you do something
without being told, you're
overstepping your authority;

when your boss does the same GLOSSARY
H Ie Satgiagt thorough
thlng’ that s initiative. very careful and methodical
too busy
5. When you take a stand, you're | s oo e ok todoandnot

to overstep your authority

to do something that is not
acceptable or permissible
initiative

if you have “initiative’, you have the

6. When you overlook a rule ability to act and take decisions
without having to ask other people

of etiquette, you're being rude; to take 2 stand

when your boss skips a few ru|esl to show clearly what your attitude
’ . .. is or what you think of something
he’s being original. pig-headed

someone who is “pig-headed”
always does things the way he/she
wants to do them

7. When you do something to
’ . arule of etiquette
please your bOSS, yOU re belng a an unofficial rule of good behaviour
creep; when your boss pleases her insociety
. . o skip
boss, she’s being co-operative.

if you “skip”a rule, you don't obey
that rule

acreep

a person who acts in an insincere
way, often because he/she wants to
please a person in authority

being pig-headed; when your
boss does it, she’s being firm.

8. When you're out of the office,
you're avoiding work; when your
boss is out of the office, he’s on to avoid work

. to try not to work
business. off sick

at home because you are ill

to have a day off

not to go to work because you are
sick or you have something to do
to apply for leave

9. When you're off sick, it's
because you're always sick; when

your boss has a day off, she must to ask for permission not to go to

. work because you are sick/stressed
be Very |” overworked
if you are “overworked’, you are
very tired because you have been
working too much

10. When you
apply for leave,
you must be
going for an
interview; when
your boss applies
for leave, it's
because he’s
overworked.

I
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NOT TO BE

Learn how fo entertain yourself
with these fun activities. This
month: twelve things to
say in an interview in
order to create
“interesting”
onosphere

e | never work in
the afternoon,
I'm too drunk.

e So, what do you
do here, then?

e What's that

WHAT DO N\
YOU MEAN THIS

awful smell? TIE DOESN'T GO
e Where on earth W'sL'?RTn“.'S

did you get that

tie?

e I'm only here because
there’s nothing good on
TV.

e Is that your father in the
photo or your husband?

e | hear nobody does
much work around here.

e So, which route do the
cashiers take to the
bank?

e The voices in my head
told me to come to this
interview.

e Do you mindifl ~

. awfu
send a few e-mails on your terrible; horrible
computer? on earth
. people use this expression for

° SO, what sort of Salary will | be emphasis when they are angry,
on7 shocked, etc

° a cashier

a person who people pay money to
in a shop or business

GLOSSARY

e How much do you earn
then? ©

"
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Here are some more stupid criminals. Learn how not fo do it.

Worked Up

In February 1993, bank robbers in Cooperville, Ohio drilled
through a safe door and hit a brick wall. They carried on
drilling and eventually found themselves outside in the
street again.
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Hitched Up

Simon Nash’s lawyer said

in court in June 1992 that

his client’s “offences were
characterised by extreme
stupidity’, and it's easy to see
why. Nash thumbed a lift
from a police car in Wrexham
at 1:00am and, when asked
why he had a screwdriver in
his pocket, he told the officer
that he had been about to
steal a car, but there were too
many people about. He also
had a pair of rubber gloves
and a metal pipe. He was, of
course, nicked on the spot. He appeared in court with a
large bruise on his head. Three weeks previously he had
dived into a pool containing only half a metre of water.

Coked Up ——
A man walked into a local police station, P p
dropped a bag of cocaine on the counter '-;'-"_""'_-'e'::-.- |
and informed the desk sergeant that it was
sub-standard. He asked the police to arrest

f

GLOSSARY

to drill through something
to make a hole in something using
adrill (an electrical device for

the person who had sold it to him. o making holes in walls)
a safe door
S—— the door to a safe (a metal box or
Drunk Up room for keeping money secure)

to carry on

to continue

to thumb a lift

to try to stop a car so that the driver
can take you somewhere for free.
People often use their “thumbs”
(the thick finger) as a sign to the
driver to stop

a screwdriver

atool used for turning screws to fix
into wood, metal or plastic

too many people about

too many people there

gloves

clothing for the hands

nicked on the spot

arrested immediately

abruise

a dark mark on the skin where you
have been hit

to dive into something

to jump into water with your
head first

a counter

a long table often found in the
reception area

to break into something

to enter a place illegally

an insurance company

a company that pays you money if
you have an accident

to strip naked

to take off all your clothes so you
are nude

to make off with something

to escape from a place with stolen
money or objects

stuffed full of cash

filled with money

to grab something

to take something suddenly and
with force

A man was fined 190 dollars by a court in Southport,
Australia, in June 1995, for what his solicitor called “the
worst attempted robbery of all time”. The defendant had
drunk four litres of wine before breaking into the offices
of an insurance company. He stole a calculator, thinking
it was a video cassette recorder. Beyond that, he had no
memory of the incident.

Bagged Up
Travion Davis, 19, thought it would
be a good idea to rob a bank with no
clothes on in order to avoid being
recognised. So, he stripped naked
before the raid then made off with
$15,000 in two shopping bags.
Not surprisingly, the sight of a
naked man running down the
street with two bags stuffed
full of cash was quite enough
to attract the attention of a
number of police officers, and
a few members of the public
too. They chased the man

for several hundred metres
before grabbing him and
taking him into custody. &

20 or



CONCRETE &
ABSTIRACT
NOUNS:

PLEASE SEND YOUR QUESTIONS OR STORIES TO:
CLINVC@HOTENGLISHANAGAZINE .CORA

Hello, everybody, and welcome to
my grammar clinic.

Dear Climate Warming,

Thank you very much for your e-mail. Of
course, | would be delighted to help you
with your question.

Basically, there are two types of general
nouns: concrete nouns and abstract nouns.
Concrete nouns are things that can be
seen or touched. For example:

a) A chair: He sat on a chair.

b) A table: Your book is on the table.

¢) A dog:The dog ate my food.

d) A bottle: She drank a bottle of wine.

On the other hand, abstract nouns cannot
be seen or touched. They often refer to
a quality, a state, a concept, or a feeling
- things that don’t have any physical
existence. In effect, your five senses cannot
detect this group of nouns: you cannot see
them, you cannot hear them, you cannot
smell them, you cannot taste them, and
you cannot feel them. Here are some
examples of abstract nouns:

a) htelligence: He's a boy with a lot of
intelligence.
b) Joy: She was weeping with joy.

Notice how most abstract nouns are
uncountable. Here are some more examples:

a) Love: There isn't much love here.

b) Hate: He was filled with hate.

¢) Kindness: She showed a great deal of
kindness.

d) Fear: He was shaking with fear.

€) Anger: She was crying with anger and
frustration.

f) magination: You need a lot of
imagination to do something like this.

d) loneliness: He has a fear of loneliness.

h) Happiness: I'm just looking for
happiness.

CD track 13 - pompous
Englishman

clinic@hotenglishmagazinecom

Dear Dy Fingers,

HOPEFULLY,
I'LL HAVE
BETTER LUCK
THIS TIME.

Exercise

i i

. s e

S il

i) Sadness: He felt a mixture of sadness
and joy.

i) Bravery: She was awarded for bravery.

k) Cowardice: The soldiers were
reprimanded for cowardice.

I) Embarrassment: He felt a great deal of
embarrassment.

m) Beauty: She was famous for her

beauty.
n) Confidence: He's suffering from a lack
of confidence.

0) Luck: They didn't have any luck.

p) Bitterness: They are feeling a great
deal of bitterness.

q) Boredom: Boredom is a big problem

among teenagers.

Well, Climate Warming, | really hope my
explanations have helped resolve your
linguistic problems.

Yours, Dr Fingers. &

Please send your questions or stories to:
clinicahotenglishmagazine.com

or | 21

@english
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The Oscars

This month, two young British people are talking about the Oscars. Listen to the
conversation and answer these questions.

1. What does one of the speakers say in favour
of the Oscars?

2. What does the other speaker say against the
Oscars?

Andy: So, the Oscars are coming up. So, you
going to be watching it? I'm really
looking forward to it.

Chris: Er, well, | tend to skip the Oscars. | don’t
really think it reflects the movie-going
public’s opinion of films.

Andy: You know, it's a chance for real critics to
actually give their opinion of these films
and set out a standard for all the other

filmmakers and all the directors to follow.

I mean, we've got some fantastic films
there: great actors, great actresses. You
know, they're setting the standard.
Chris: | dont know. | think there are too many
vested interests in the, in the film
industry. | don't think they're particularly
impartial. | think that they vote for
people that they've worked for in the
past, or... They're just, it's quite, sort
of, they're all in each other’s pockets,

Garrett Wall — his new album.
Available in shops and online.
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really, | think, in Hollywood.

Andy: No, they all vote independently. | mean, |
don't think, there’s no getting together...

Chris: Well, supposedly, yeah, supposedly.

Andy: If you just look back in the past, some truly
great films have been recognised as being
truly great films in the Oscars, | mean.

Chris: Yeah, but did they become thought of as
great because they've won seven Oscars?
I mean, a lot of, a lot of these awards really
give a film a better reputation than it
deserves. There are so many films that
have been overlooked in the past.

Andy: Yeah, but | can't really think of any film
that, you know, hasn’'t had an Oscar and
deserved one.

Chris: That's because you probably haven't
heard of it. | mean, The whole of the
Hollywood film industry is just about,
erm, big-budget films, erm, English-
speaking films. People just don't hear
about foreign films. You know, there
are some great French films that have
never even seen the light of day at the
awards’ ceremonies.

Andy: Yeah, well, what’s the point in watching
them? You don’t understand them, do
you?

Chris: Well, I like them, and | especially like films
without the big stars, because you know
that there’s a possibility that they might
not live till the end of the film. You know,
if you get Tom Cruise in a movie, you
know he’s gonna be there at the end of
the film. He's not gonna get shot in the
first ten seconds, obviously. And | prefer
to be surprised by films, really.

Andy: Yeah, | suppose so. Well, want to come
and see, they’re showing the Scorsese
film, The Departed.

Chris: Oh, yeah that sounds good, yeah. &

GLOSSARY

to come up

if something is “coming up’, it is
going to happen soon

you going...

this is an example of non-standard
English. It should be, “Are you
going..."

to look forwards to...

to be excited about something that
is going to happen in the future
to tend to do something

if you “tend to” do something, you
normally do that thing

to skip something

not to see or do something because
you dont’want to see or do it
actually

really

to set out a standard for
something

to establish a very good example of
something that others can refer to
I mean

people often use this expression
when they want to emphasise or
clarify something

you know

people often use this expression
for emphasis or to check the other
person’s understanding

a vested interest

something that you would like to
protect for personal, financial or
political reasons

impartial

someone who is “impartial” can
give a fair opinion because he/she
isn't involved

in each other’s pockets

receiving money from one another
areputation

the opinion that other people have
of you - it can be good or bad

to deserve

if you think something “deserves”
a thing, you think it should have
that thing

to overlook

to ignore; not to notice

a big-budget film

a film that costs a lot to make
never to see the light of day
never to become public; never to
be produced

what'’s the point...

why...?

gonna

going to
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Across
2: Incredible and amazing
(often in reference to a view)

=breatht____.

7:To notice or see =to

sp____. 14: If this happens to a
8:To say words to God,

sometimes when you are in

a desperate situation = to money =

pr togoban___.
9: With no sense or meaning

=meanin____.

10: If a company is like this, it
has taken out more money

Jokes
1G 2D 3A 4F 5E 6B 7H 8C

Bar Chat

1. One of the speakers says he likes the Oscars because it's a
chance for critics to give their opinion of films, and an opportunity
to set standards for other filmmakers and directors. He also says
that some truly great films have been recognised in the

Oscars.

2.The other speaker says he doesn't like the Oscars because he
doesn’t think the Oscars reflect the movie-going public’s opinion
of films, there are too many vested interests in the film industry,
the judges aren’t impartial (they just vote for people who they've
worked for in the past), they often overlook other great films, and
the Oscars is all about big-budget films.

from the bank than it has =
inther____.

11: A person who serves
drinksinabar=abart___.
12: A competitor=ari___.

company, it stops working
because there is no more

18: Impressive; of a superior
quality = outstan__.

19: To have a lot of
determination = to have an

indomi will.

on=toba .

nim .

Trivia Matching
1B 2F 3D 4M 5K 6H 7L 8A 9C 10G 11J 12E 13|

Typical Dialogues

1. Brian wants to talk about the photo, a joke, some gossip and
Big Brother

2. Brian unplugs the computer and Jim loses everything.

Quiz Analysis

Mostly “a” = You are a kind, respectful and considerate work
colleague.

Mostly “b”= You should consider a career in the army.

24 | www.hotenglishmagazine.com or www.hotenglish.hu

23: Keeping animals with the
purpose of producing more
animals =bree____.

24: If this happens, there is a
lot of noise, excitement and
confusion=acomm____.
25:To support; to bet money

26:To put money on a horse
=tohaveaflut___.

28: With an ability to move
your legs very quickly =

29: A person who rides
horses during a horserace =a
joc____.

30: The job you choose to

do for the majority of your
professional life = your

care

Down

1: To try to stop a car so
the driver can take you
somewhere for free = to

thu____ a

lift.

2:To enter a placeillegally =
tobre____intoa place.

3: Exciting = exhila___.

4: Clothing you wear on your
hands=glo____.

5: A company who sells

you goods or services = a
supp____.

6:The leader=thehe___ .
13: A thin stick used by the
Chinesetoeat=acho____.
15: A person who puts petrol
in your car in a petrol station
=anatten___.

16: To do something to help
the time pass more quickly =
to do something to

ki____ time.

17: a person who teaches
horses how to race =a
trai__ .

20: To play games for money
=togam___.

21: Bad tempered and
obstinate =strop____.
22:To be in a state of sadness
because something bad has
happened to you =
tomou____.

25: A mark on your body
where you have been hit=a

brui .
27:To destroy something =
towre____something.
Fluency Practice
B:

1.The only fly in the ointment was my aunt.
2.1d love to be a fly on the wall.

3. It was a fly-on-the-wall documentary.

4. He wouldn't hurt a fly.

5.She’s as busy as a bee.

6. It's the bee’s knees.”
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Dumb laws

Here are some more
crazy laws from the US.
(US English spelling)

Persons may not sleep
on a road. (California)

It is prohibited to take
adogin an elevator.
(California)

Itisillegal to jump
into a passing car.
(California)

Itisillegal to pour
salt on a highway.
(California)

Itis illegal to drive more
than two thousand
sheep down Hollywood
Boulevard at one time.
(California)

It is illegal for a trumpet
player to play his
instrument with the
intention of luring
someone to a store.

Drinking intoxicating
cement is prohibited.
(California)

Crushing rocks in the

city limits is forbidden.

(California)

Itis illegal to curse
on a mini-golf course.
(California)

You cannot bathe two
babies in the same
tub at the same time.
(California)

You may not hunt
moths under a street
light. (California)

Toads may not be
licked. (California)

Itisillegal to skateboard
or roller-skate through
the courthouse and
library. (California)

S IMADRI I TEACEER

FEO™M
EnglishlVocabularylforiBeginners]

BONGOS IN

FLORIDA.

All persons wishing to
keep a rhinoceros as a
pet must obtain a $100
license first. (California)

Itisillegal to chase
butterflies. (California)

Itisillegal to walk a
camel down Palm
Canyon Drive between

the hours of 4 and 6pm.

(California)

Dogs may not chase
squirrels in the
summer. (California)

No person may carry
a fish into a bar.
(California)

GET A RHINO
LICENSE, OR
GET A FINE.

The owners of houses
with Christmas lights
on them past February
2" may be fined up to
$250. (California)

Elephants are
prohibited from
strolling down Market
Street unless they are
on a leash. (California)

Itisillegal to wipe
one’s car with used
underwear. (California)

You may not play
percussion instruments
on the beach.
(California) @

GLOSSARY

an elevator /) US

an electrical box that takes you up to
different floors in a building. A “lift"
in British English

to pour vb

to put liquid from one container to
another

to lure someone to place exp

to make someone go to a place

by tricking or enchanting them
astoren US

a shop

intoxicating ad/j

that makes you drunk

cement n

a grey powder that is mixed with
sand and water to produce concrete
to crush rocks exp

to break rocks

to curse 1

to say taboo words

atubn

a bath

to hunt vb

to try to find in order to kill or catch
amoth n

an insect similar to a butterfly. It is
attracted to light

atoad n

an animal similar to a frog, but
bigger

to lick vb

to move your tongue over some-
thing

asquirrel n

a red or grey animal with a bushy tail
(a tail with a lot of hair) that lives in
trees and eats nuts

to fine vb

if you are “fined’, you must pay
money to the government because
you have committed a crime

to stroll down p/ir vb

to walk down casually and with no
particular objective

actividades en internet para principlantes b :Y";g%;bsurfacewithacloth
i o used adj
http:/imadridteacher.com/Activities/ ot ean and not new

clothing you wear under your
trousers or skirt

Translations - Need a translation?

We are the language experts. Our team of translators has years of experience
with top publishing houses and companies.
Call us on (00 34) 91 549 85 23 and ask about our competitive prices and service.
Visit www.hotenglishmagazine.com for more information, or contact us by

{english

Hot English Publishing S.L.

LANGUAGE SERVICES

e-mail at: translations@hotenglishmagazine.com

26 | or



French presidential
candidate accused
of interference in
Canadian politics.

ish

engl

A\
»

-«

Quebec Gaffe

Last month, we looked at the gaffe, that silly, dangerous or embarrassing comment made by
accident. This month, we're looking at a gaffe that's causing a lot of trouble in Canada.

Don‘t rock the boat

Canada is a complex place. There are two
official languages: English and French, but in
the province of Quebec,
French is almost the
exclusive language. A
recent poll showed that
82% of the people in
the province of Quebec
were French speakers,
and only 7.9% were
English speakers (the
others being mostly
Italian and Spanish).
For many decades

now, there has been talk of Quebec seceding
from Canada and becoming an independent
state. In 1995, there was a referendum

on whether Quebec should secede from
Canada and become an independent state.
The referendum took place on 30th October.
People were voting on a motion to pursue
Quebec’s independence. This motion was
defeated by an extremely small margin: just
half a percent (the “yes votes” got 49.42%,

and the “no votes” got 50.58%). So, you can
understand how sensitive the situation is in
Quebec, with about half the people wanting to
be independent.

Putting your foot in it

Right now, many Canadian politicians are
angry with Segolene Royal. Ms Royal is
France’s latest political phenomenon. She is
the Socialist presidential candidate, and has

a long history of political gaffes. But her most
recent gaffe is causing a storm in Canada. She
apparently told reporters that she supported

“sovereignty and liberty” for Quebec. This may
sound like a logical comment to make, butin a
country like Canada it's dynamite.

Trying to take one’s foot out

The reactions didn’t take long to appear.
Canada’s Prime Minister Stephen Harper

said, “Experience teaches that it is highly
inappropriate for a foreign leader to interfere
in the democratic affairs of another country.”
Ms Royal has denied interfering in Canada’s
internal affairs. Her comments were made
after a brief meeting in Paris with Andre
Boisclair, the leader of the pro-independence
organisation Parti Quebecois. Ms Royal said
that she and Mr Boisclair had common
positions
that
included
“the
sovereignty
and
freedom of
Quebec”.
Later, Ms
Royal said
her views
had not
deviated from the long-standing French
policy of “neither interference nor indifference
in Quebec. “What | said, which | confirm, is
that in any democracy, the people who vote
are sovereign and free. The people of Quebec
would freely decide their destiny if and when
the time comes,” she said.

Not the first time

GLOSSARY

to secede

if a region or group “secedes” from
a country, it separates from that
country

areferendum

if a country holds a “referendum’,
they ask the people to vote on a
proposal

amotion

a formal proposal to do something
to pursue something

if you “pursue” an activity, you do

”

Ay . e . that activit
This isn’t the first time that a French politician {o cause a storm
has caused trouble in Canada. In the 1960s, :g:;ia;ea“a"da'?m create
Charles de Gaulle once caused a diplomatic dynamite

if a comment is like “dynamite’; it
makes many people angry
highly inappropriate

not at all suitable or acceptable
to interfere

to become involved in something
that doesn’t concern you

to deny something

to say that something isn't true
long-standing

that has been happening for a
long time

to tailor your remarks to please
someone

to change the things you say so it
pleases the person you are talking to

scandal when he shouted “Vive le Quebec
libre!” And this isn't the first time that Ms Royal
has been criticised for her diplomatic gaffes.
In Beijing, she said that France’s justice system
could learn lessons from China, a country
which has long been accused of abusing
human rights. Critics say that Ms Royal tailors
her remarks to please whomever she is
speaking to. Most Canadian politicians aren’t
that interested in excuses. &

www.hotenglishmagazine.com or www.hotenglish.hu | 27
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Story Time

y CD track 17 Australian &
Englishman

Jokes, anecdotes and stories as told by native English speakers.

Caught in the Act
A woman is working in her
office when Jim comes in.
In a moment of passion,
the woman and Jim start
kissing. A few minutes
later, the boss walks in and
shouts, “Is this what you get
paid for?”
“No," says the woman.”l do
this for free”

Paper Dunce

An attractive new temp

is standing in front of the
paper shredder with a
confused look on his face.

“Do you need any help?”a
woman asks.

“Yeah,” the temp says, “How
does this thing work?”

The woman takes the
papers from the temp'’s
hands and demonstrates
how to work the shredder.
After a moment, the temp

y still has a confused look on
his face.“Any questions?”
the woman asks.

“Yeah," says the temp.“Where,
exactly, do the copies come
out from?”

Liar!

An office manager arrives
at work and notices an
employee who appears to
be totally stressed out. So,
the office manager gives

Quick-Thinking Boss
An important boss is in his
office with his secretary
sitting on his lap.
All of a sudden

his wife walks

in. Without the employee some advice.
hesitating, “You know, | was feeling
the boss really stressed last week, so |

dictates to his
secretary,“..and
in conclusion,

went home every afternoon
for two weeks and asked
my husband to give me a

gentlemen, massage. It was fantastic,
shortage or and it really helped; you
no shortage, | should try it too.”

cannot continue
to operate in

Two weeks later, when the
manager arrives at her

this office department, she sees the
with just one employee happy and full of
chair” energy at her desk.

“| see you followed my

28 | or

advice,’ the manager says.
“Yes, 1 did,” says the

employee.“It was great! By

the way, | didn’t know you
had such a nice house!”" &

GLOSSARY

atempn

a worker with a temporary or very
short-term contract

a paper shredder n

a machine that cuts paper
documents into very small pieces
to sit on someone’s lap exp

to sit on the front part of someone’s
legs as they are sitting down

to dictate vb

to speak so that another person can
write what you are saying
shortage or no shortage cxp

I don't care if there is a shortage (a
lack of something) or not
stressed out ad/j

very tense because you have too
much work, etc

to follow someone’s advice cxp
to do what someone has
recommended that you do

by the way exp

people use this expression when
they think of something extra to
say after finishing one topic
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Answers on page 33
2 Sc
O 'Ce c a ra cte rs 1. Astudent who is doing temporary work inthe ~ [E=ES)
office in order to get work experience = an g%
. =0
in___ . S
. . . . . — o8
See if you can identify the word. Then, fry to find the words in the 2. The person who is employed to do office =
Wordsearch. Good luck! Read the vocabulary page 32/33 before doing this.) work, including typing letters and answering

phone calls=these___ .

3. The person who does administrative work
for one particular person, usually an office
manager or a boss =a personala____ (also
known as a PA.).

. The person in charge of the office =theb____.

. The person who likes to play jokes on other

people or do funny things = the officejo____.

6. Someone who loves to ridicule or threaten
others =the officebu___.

7. Someone who seems to be very kind but
who will report you for arriving late or for not
doing your work properly = the backst____.

8. The person who spreads stories about other
people’s private lives = the office gos___.

9. The person who tells stories that no one else
is interested in = the officebo____.

10. The person who likes to get things finished
as quickly as possible, and whose standard of
work is usually poor =the slop____ worker.

11. Someone who will do anything for attention
at work =the attentionse____.

12. The newest employee =thenewb___ .

13. Someone who deliberately causes trouble at
work = the officesab____.

14. A man who is constantly flirting with female
employees = the officele___.

15. The person who always defends the boss =
the boss'p

16. The person who is given all the worst jobs in
the office = the office dog

17. Someone who will never break any rules or

regulations, even if it is the sensible thing to
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BECAUSE
EVERY TIME
| TALK TO A
BEAUTIFUL

WOMAN...

...MY WIFE
APPEARS OoUT
OF NOWHERE.

EXCUSE ME. I'VE
LOST MY WIFE HERE
N THE SUPERMARKET.
CAN | TALK TO YOUu
FOR A COUPLE OF
MINUTES?

or | 29
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Trivia Matching X =

Exercise
See if you can do this matching exercise. Look at the list of things (110 13),
and the photos (B-H). Write a letter next to the name of each thing in the list DelOW. answers oo page 26

Trivia Matching

1. Alight bulb [ ]

2. Ajaw

3. An eyeball

HpEEN

4. An aubergine
(“eggplant”in US Eng

ish)

5. Alobster

6. An axe

7. Chess

8. Anant

9. Avulture
10. A prison
1. Athumb

12. Adriver

oo

13. A crocodile

30 or
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Weird Trivia &

This is another part in our mini-series on strange facts. Whoever thought the world was so amazing?

@
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The inventor of the light bulb, Thomas  King Henry VIl was so afraid of being that at this time of day, drivers would

Weird Trivia

Edison, was afraid of the dark.

Until 1796, there was a state in the
United States called Franklin. Today it
is known as Tennessee.

To escape the grip of a crocodile’s
jaws, push your thumbs into its eye-
balls - it will let go instantly.

Two-thirds of the world’s aubergines
are grown in New Jersey.

I'M NOT
SLEEPING,
I'M JUusT

You blink over twenty million times a
year.

It takes a lobster approximately seven
years to grow to half a kilo.

The only state capital in the US with-
out a McDonald’s is Montpelier - the
state capital of Vermont.

attacked at night that he slept with a
gigantic axe under his pillow.

Men most often dream about other
men; whereas women dream about
men and women equally. Weird!

Between 1979 and 1988 chess was
banned in Iran.

Amazingly, 0.7% of Americans are cur-
rently in prison.

The highest recorded flight for a bird
was 11,277 metres. It was a vulture,
which, unfortunately, flew into a
plane.

An ant can lift 50 times its
own weight, and can pull
30 times its own weight.

Until 1965, Swedes used
to drive on the left-hand
side of the road. The con-
version to the right-hand
side was carried out on a weekday
at 5pm. All traffic stopped as peo-
ple switched sides.
The time and day
were specifi-
cally chosen
to prevent
accidents. It
was thought

be alert and capable of adjusting to
the change. No major accidents were
reported.

The Boston University Bridge (on
Commonwealth Avenue, Boston,
Massachusetts) is the only place in
the world where a boat can sail under
a train that is driving under a car
which is driving under an aeroplane.
Incredible! &

' &=

GLOSSARY

alight bulb

around, glass object that produces
light when it is connected to the
electricity

agrip

a strong, firm hold on something
ajaw

the lower part of your face below
your mouth

an eyeball

the round object in your eye that
you use to look

an aubergine

alarge, purple vegetable

to blink

to open and close your eyes very
quickly

alobstern

a sea creature with a hard shell, two
claws and eight legs

an axe

a large weapon with a wooden
handle and a piece of metal at the
end for cutting trees, etc

chess

a game played on a board with
black and white squares on it. There
is a king and queen in the game,
and many other pieces

avulture

a large bird that eats dead animals
aSwede

a person from Sweden
aweekday

Monday to Friday

to switch sides

to change sides

or 31
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Learn some useful words and expressions related to the office and the types of people who work there.

- the person in
charge of the office, also
known as the office manager,
the chief or the big cheese.

TR

- the student who is
doing temporary work in the
office in order to get work
experience. Typical tasks
include archiving, typing
up documents, and moving
things from one part of the
office to another.

- the person who
is employed to do office
work, including typing letters,
answering phone calls, and
arranging meetings. The days
of making coffee for the boss
are definitely over.

(personal assistant)
- this is the person who does
administrative work for an
office manager or boss. Typical
tasks include scheduling
meetings, screening calls
and telling visitors that the
boss isn'tin.

32

OFFICE WORKERS

(also known
as the office prankster) - this
is the person who likes to
play jokes on other people
or dossilly things, including
making irritating noises and
hiding people’s personal
belongings.

YOUu DON'T

HAVE BE MAD
TO WORK HERE,
BUT IT HELPS,

- this

is the technical expert who
loves to talk about computers
and technology. They enjoy
making other people feel
stupid because of a lack of
technical knowledge. The
techie bighead will use lots
of jargon when speaking,
and has an inability to explain
anything in simple terms.

—the
person who thinks he knows
the answer to everything. If
you are trying to find a solution
to a problem, he'll say,“Oh, no,
you can't do it like that” or, “Oh,
no, you don’t want to do it like
that”. Of course, he won't offer
to help you.

- someone
who has been given a lot of
power even though they have
an insignificant position in the
company. They really enjoy
their position of authority and
use it to order other people
around. Typical “little general”
employees include security
guards and receptionist staff.

- this person is
so concerned about company
rules and regulations that he
won't break them in order to
do something kind or sensible.
“No, I'm sorry. | can't help you
do that, it's against company
rules”“No, | can’t do that for

or

you. It's more than my job's
worth!

- this is the
person who loves to ridicule
or threaten office employees.
Bullies do this to compensate
for their own feelings of
inadequacy.

- this
person seems to be very kind
but is, in fact, your worst
enemy. When you aren’t
around, backstabbers will
report you for arriving late or
not doing your work properly.

- this is the
person who loves to gossip
about people in the office.

—thisis

the person who is constantly
thinking of ways to get to the
top.

- this is the
person who loves to tell
jokes or stories that no one is
interested in. Office bores tend
to have very monotonous
voices.

- this is the type of person
who gets bored very easily,
and who needs to finish things
as quickly as possible. They
have the attention span of a
gnat.

—thisis
the person who will do anything
for attention at work, including
spreading false rumours or
wearing wacky clothing. They
are constantly saying, “Look at
me! Look at me!”

GLOSSARY

the big cheese

the most important person in an
organisation

to archive

to put documents in files

to type up a document

to write a document on a computer
over

finished

to schedule a meeting

to fix a time for a meeting

to screen calls

to check who is calling before
deciding to talk to them or put them
through to another person
personal belongings

private possessions

abighead

a person who thinks he/she is the
best

jargon

technical language

to order people around

to tell people what to do

sensible

logical, careful and based on reason
to ridicule

to make fun of someone; to laugh at
someone

to threaten

to say that you will do something
bad to someone if they don't do
what you want

afeeling of inadequacy

a feeling of insecurity; a lack of
confidence in yourself

to report someone

to tell the authorities about the bad
things that someone is doing

to gossip

to talk about other people’s private
lives

amonotonous voice

a person with a “monotonous voice’,
speaks in just one continuous tone
the attention span of a gnat

an inability to concentrate for long.
A“gnat”is a very small insect

to spread false rumours

to say false things about someone
veteran staff

people who have been working in a
company for a long time

to take advantage of someone

to use someone for your own benefit
to spread a virus

to cause a computer virus to attack
many computers

to delete

to eliminate

to make advances on someone

to try to start a sexual relationship
with someone

alewd comment

a comment which is rude and
concerned with sex




- this is the
most recent arrival in the
office. Veteran staff often
take advantage of the
new boy and give him all
the worst jobs. The new
boy can't wait for the next
member of staff to arrive so
he won't be the new boy any
longer.

—this is
the person who deliberately
causes trouble at work — he's
the office psycho. Typical
activities include putting
salt in the coffee, spreading
computer viruses, or
deleting important files.
Their motives are dark and
dangerous. If you have a
saboteur in your midst,
beware.

— this is the
person with strong sexual
desires, but very little in
the way of attractiveness.
The office letch spends his

day making advances on
women or making lewd
comments.

- the boss'
favourite person.

— this is the person who is
given all the worst jobs in
the office. They are often
employed to carry heavy
things, or make the tea and
coffee.
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Wordsearch answers

1.Intern

2. Secretary

3. Assistant

4.Boss

5. Joker

6. Bully

7. Backstabber

8. Gossip

9. Bore

10. Sloppy

H ~ 11. Seeker

12.Boy

LR 13. Saboteur
= 14. Letch

15. Pet

16. Dogsbody

17. Jobsworth

Crossword
page 24
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TYPIGAL DIALOGUES THE IJFFIBE BORE

Listen to this dialogue and learn some useful vocabulary

and expressions. The Office Bore

In this conversation, Jim is trying to

do some work when he’s disturbed

by Brian, the office bore. Listen to the
conversation and answer these two
questions.

1. What does Brian want to talk about?
2. What happens in the end?

Answers on page 24

YOUR COMPANY
NEEDS AN
OFFICE BORE.,

34

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Jim:

Brian:

Hello. Working, are you?
Yes, | am, actually.
Working hard on the
computer?

Yeah, I'm trying to get
this report finished.
Hey, you don’t know
how | can get rid of this
text box here —it’s just
appeared in the middle
of the screen.

No. So, who's that in the
photo?

It's my wife.

Nice. How old is she?
Look, I've really got to
finish this by lunchtime.
Is that your mobile
phone?

Yes, it is.

Have you heard the
latest?

No.

Sue is getting married.

Mmm... very interesting.

| heard a great joke.
Oh, really. Do you

mind passing me that
dictionary, please?

Did you see Big Brother
last night? It was really
funny, Sharpy got
thrown out ...

Look, | hate to be

rude, but would you
mind... [ really can't
concentrate...

What's wrong?
Nothing. It's just I'm
trying to get this
finished.

Shall | put some music
on. I've got a great new
CD. Here, if | just plug in
my i-Pod here... (Brian
pulls out a plug and
there’s a loud bang).
What was that? What
have you done to my
computer?

Oh, don't worry. I'll plug
it in here. This song is
great.

Did you just unplug my
computer? I've lost the
file | was working on.
(Brian plays the song.)
Isn'tit a great song? ©

CD frack 19 British men

FREE COFFEE
WITH HOT
ENGLISH

Get a 25% discount
on your copy of Hot
English, and buy
yourself a coffee with
the change. Buy your
copy of Hot English at
the Hot English shop
(C/Fernandez de los
Rios 98, 2A - metro
Moncloa) and pay just
4 euros (retail price
5.15). With the 1.15
euros you save, you
can buy a lovely cup of
coffee and enjoy your

copy of Hot Engllsh in

GLOSSARY

the office bore

someone in the office who tells
annoying jokes or stories that no
one is interested in

actually

in fact; really

to work hard on something

to put a lot of effort into doing
something

to get something finished

to manage to finish something
to get rid of something

to make something disappear

a text box

a box that appears on a computer
screen. You can write in the box
ascreen

the thing you look at as you are
working on the computer. It is
similar to a television

the latest

the most recent

to plug something in

to connect something to the
electricity so it works

to unplug something

to disconnect something from the
electricity so it stops working
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Learn the kind of English you need for social occasions.
This month: the interview. Part I: Listen and repeat these expressions. -
What the ® Have you ever... ? ® What do you know about ~ What you say
interviewer says our company?

® |'m looking for someone
who can...

® Do you know how to...

® Do you have much
experiencein...

® How long were you

LD

® \What type of person
would you say you are?

® What three adjectives
would you use to describe
yourself?

® Tell me about your
employment history.

® \What are your strengths
and weaknesses?

® Why would you be good
for this position?

® Why are you interested in
this position?

® What would you do in this
situation?

® What do you do in your
free time?

® Tell me about yourself.

® Why are you suited for
this position?

® What did you like about
your previous positions?

® What didn't you like?

® Tell me about your
greatest achievement.

® What sort of salary are
you hoping to earn?

o
JOB? Pl

working as a... ® Have you ever had to do ambition and good
this before? computer skills. &
Part Il
Now listen to this social English dialogue. In this conversation, .
Petra is at a job interview.
CALL You.
Petra: Hi, I've come about the job interview.
Employer: Oh, yes. Please take a seat. So, | can see from your CV that you were
working in marketing. What was that like?
Petra: Oh, it was really interesting, but | think I'm looking for something a
bit more challenging. | wasn't given much responsibility.
Employer: OK, and you're applying for the job here as sales manager. What
makes you suitable for this job?
Petra: Well, I'm really organized, I've got good experience in sales, | know
how to manage a team and I'm very good at motivating people.
Employer: OK, tell me a little bit about yourself now. What do you do in your
free time?
Petra: Well, I love reading. | do a lot of sport too.
Employer: OK, and what do you know about our company. GLOSSARY
Petra: Well, the company was recently bought out by an Australian challenging
conglomerate, and the new acting CEO is Jane Mayers. oy or o Tob
Employer: Impressive. Not a lot of people know that. OK, well, | can say that popualraolinild o
we're definitely interested. I'm going to be interviewing a few more aconglomerate
people this week. We'll be in contact with you some time towards e B rorers o of
the end of the week. aCEO. ‘
the chief executive officer - the
person in charge of the company

® 'm good at...

® | know how to...

-

Y

® |'ve had experience with...

® | was working for 10 years
asa...

® | am hardworking/
independent/good
at working in a team/
ambitious, etc

® | have initiative, drive,

or 35




QULZ ARE YOU A WORKPLACE BULLY?

Are you a good friend to your work colleagues? Or do you enjoy ridiculing and
threatening them? Do our quiz and find out whether you are a workplace bully
OF NOt. Quiz Analysis on page 24

ﬁ CD track 21 Australian
: man & Englishman
_'_j.-
1. There's a new employee exceptions.Whatdoyou 7. Another colleague has 1

just arrived in the office. say to your assistant? lost his hair because of a

What do you say to him? @) Please come along. It'll rare hair condition. What
a) Here, I'll show you be great fun. do you do?

around and introduce b) Stay in the office and a) | ask if there’s anything |

you to everyone. finish those reports. can do to help.
b) I'm the boss here and b) I slap him on the head

don't forget it. Now go every time | see him and

and make some teal say, "Rise and shine”.

2. Ajunior colleague
comes to
you for help
understanding
a document.

GLOSSARY

to ridicule someone cxp
to laugh at someone in order to

5. You're in a meeting, make thom foel bad
to threaten someone exp

What do you giving a presentation on eaten ,
) to actin a violent or aggressive way
say? a new line of products. towards someone
a) Yes, of course, I'd be glad One of the junior 8. A junior employee has abully 1

aperson in a strong position who

to help you. employees asks you an made a number of attacks people in weaker positions
to play a practical joke on

b) Hey, listen up everyone: awkward question. mistakes in a report she someone ¢
Jim can't read. What an What do you say? wrote last week. What do to do something to someone in

order to make that person feel

idiot! 0) If you don't mind, I'll you do? embarrassed or stupid

answer your question a) | give her some advice [llpass on thatone - want

3. A work colleague later. on avoiding some of the todoit
to lock v

suggests playing some b) What? Who the hell most common pitfalls. to close a door with a key 5o

practical jokes on other are you toaskmea b) | pin her report up on ;°ST::;":$:’;95“" orout
colleagues. What do you question? the office notice board, aroom used to keep supplies such
say? highlighting her mistakes :;‘fftf;’gpi”s'e“

a) | think I'll pass on that in a marker pen. ::hc:’ganised trip outside the office/
one.

b) Yeah, let’s lock the new

an awkward question 1/
boy in the store room.

- ——
a question that is difficult to answer
, F .sﬂ u ’Q { E- the hell exp inform
¥
|

people use this expression for
emphasis or when they are angry
to poke vb

i
" r T FAT to hit with your finger
.= --—\-\..' IV abelly n inform

a stomach

6. A work colleague has . - fatty adjinform

. i aname used to refer to someone
B
put on a lot of weight # {j- whoiis a bit fat
iy toslap vb
recently. What do you N j H to hit with an open hand
do? rise and shine cxp
. people often use this expression
G) NOthmg- when telling someone to get out
b) | poke him in the belly, 9. You've had a really of bed. People with bald heads
R R N can supposedly “shine” their heads
and tell everyone that his serious disagreement (make the head look bright)
s, " . to avoid something cxp
new name is “fatty” with one of your 1o 1ry not to do something
colleagues. What do you a common pitfall »
9 a mistake that people often make
dO . to pin somet_hing upexp
O) On|y speak to her when to fix something on a wall with

sellotape/pins/nails, etc

| have to, and focus anotice board n

/ i H _ a plastic or wooden board on the
4 ThEI'e.S an outing excluswely on work wall with messages for staff
organised for managers related matters. amarkerpen)
. that thi
and staff. Everyone amee/  b) | make snide remarks o per (hatmakes 2 hickmarkcon
should be attending, about her when other to make a snide remark 1
. to make comments that are
with only a very few people are around. & designed to hurt someone

36| or



CD track 22 US woman &
Englishman

Funny new

wo robbers thought they had an easy victim. They
T spotted 78-year-old Jennifer Smiles in a car and
decided to rob her. One of the men jumped into
the passenger seat with a gun and demanded Smiles’
money.
However, Smiles wasn’t about to give in to their
demands. She responded by grabbing the robber and
his gun and exchanging blows. A second robber came
into the car to rescue his friend, but Smiles hit him too.
Eventually, the two robbers escaped and ran away...
without any money and without the gun. Police are

reviewing surveillance footage from security cameras.

found the ideal home: a Wal-Mart department

store. He managed to live there for more than
three days. “There was no one around at night, so |
slept in the garden department or in the men’s room,”
Barker explained. “I killed time by putting items back
on the right shelves, figuring at least | was being
productive and beneficial to the store!” He had planned
to stay longer, but after about 41 hours he noticed that

l ' niversity graduate Jim Barker thought he'd

managers were on to him.

s stories from around the worid.

or many people Paris is a
F dream city: the cobbled

streets, beautiful French
women, the culture, the
art at the Louvre.... But for
some Japanese tourists, it's a
nightmare. Every year, about
a dozen Japanese tourists
have to be repatriated from
the French capital suffering
from what is known as the
“Paris syndrome”. This is what
happens when they discover
that Paris is not quite as
wonderful as they expected.
The rude Parisians and
aggressive taxi drivers are too
much for some and they suffer
a psychiatric breakdown.
Around a million Japanese
travel to France every year.
However, reality can come as
a shock. So far this year, the
Japanese embassy in Paris has
had to repatriate four people,
sending them back by plane
with a doctor or nurse to help
them get over the shock.
Apparently, the only cure is to
go back to Japan... and never
return to Paris.

GLOSSARY

to spot

to notice

to give in to someone’s
demands

to do what someone wants you to
do even though you don't want to
to grab

to take suddenly

to exchange blows

to have a physical fight
surveillance footage

images recorded on a video camera
in the street / in a shop, etc
adepartment store

alarge shop with many sections
selling many different things
there was no one around

there was no one there

the men’s room

the toilet for men

to kill time

if you “kill time”, you try to find
something to do while you are
waiting

an item

a product; an object

ashelf

a piece of wood/metal/plastic on
which products are placed

to figure

to think

were on to him

knew about him and what he was
doing

anightmare

a terrible situation

a psychiatric breakdown

a situation in which you are too
stressed to function normally

to repatriate someone

to send someone back to their
country of origin

to get over the shock

to recover from a shock

or 37
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Monk Wine

1UNI

|

AWINE THAT WAS INVENTED BY "
BENEDICTINE MONKS IS GAUSING HAVOC.

What do teenagers in your country
do on a Saturday night? Go to
the cinema? Meet up with friends
in a restaurant? For many British
teenagers, one of their favourite
hobbies is getting

drunk. And one of the

most popular drinks

in Scotland is a drink

produced by monks

called Buckfast Tonic Wine.

Hold on
Buckfast Tonic Wine, commonly known as
“Buckfast’, “Buckie” or “Bucky’; is a type of wine
o that is produced
by monks at
8 Buckfast Abbey
L 1 in south-west
England. The wine
was first produced
in the 1890s when
Benedictine monks started using a recipe
brought over from France. The wine was
originally sold in small quantities by the Abbey,
as a medicine with the slogan, “Three small
glasses a day, for good health and lively blood".
By the 1920s some 1,400 bottles were sold
annually. But in 1927, the Abbey lost its licence
to sell wine. So, the Abbot signed a deal with
wine merchants to distribute the wine on the
Abbey's behalf. As part of the deal, the monks
had to change the drink so it was, in the words
of the monks, a“smoother, more mature
medicated wine”. The result is a strong, sweet,
sticky... and very cheap drink that young
people love. After the change, sales increased
rapidly.

Teenage Drinkers
These days,
Buckfast
Tonic Wine is
popular among
young drinkers,
particularly in
Scotland. There,
the drink is known as Commotion Lotion
and Wreck the Hoose Juice. In fact, statistics
show that Lanarkshire in Scotland accounts
for around 10% of worldwide sales. Other

important importers include Spain, Australia
and the Caribbean. And, because it's so
popular with anti-social teenage drinkers, it

has a bad reputation. Its high strength (15%),
and relatively low price and sweetness appeal

to underage drinkers.

Wine Critics
Many politicians have singled out Buckfast
Tonic Wine as being
particularly responsible
for crime, disorder, and
general social deprivation
in these communities
(although in reality, Buckfast is only one of a
number of brands consumed abusively and
accounts for only 0.5% of alcohol sales in
Scotland).
Helen Liddell, the former Secretary of State
for Scotland, called for the wine to be
banned. And in some parts of Lanarkshire,
some shops have been granted an off-
licence on the condition they do not sell
Buckfast.
The Scottish Justice Minister, Cathy Jamieson,
once suggested that retailers should stop
selling Buckfast. A further attack was made
by Andy Kerr, the Scottish Parliament'’s
Health Minister. In a radio interview in 2006,
he described the drink as a“seriously bad”
contributor to anti-social behaviour. In turn, he
was accused of showing “bad manners”and a

“complete lack of judgement” by the distributors.

The Future

So, what does the future of the drink look like?
The Scottish health minister, Andy Kerr, has
agreed to hold talks with representatives of the
company which distributes the wine on behalf

of the Roman Catholic monks of Buckfast Abbey.

He will try to find out why the drink is such a

favourite, especially with young people in some

deprived areas of Scotland.

Meanwhile, the distributors, J Chandler &

Co, reject criticisms of the drink, saying
politicians should attack the root of problem
drinking rather than one product. It insists it
does not market the drink to young people
with promotions such as two-for-one offers or
coupons. For their part, the monks prefer not to
comment. Would you like a glass of Buckfast? &

| www.hotenglishmagazine.com or www.hotenglish.hu

N

Information
Box Teenage
drinkers

This table shows
the percentage of
teenagers who say
they have been
drunk 20 times or
more.

Denmark 41%

UK 29%

Finland 28%
Ireland 25%
Portugal 4%
France 4%

Italy 2%

9

GLOSSARY

amonk n

aman who dedicates his life to reli-
gion and who lives in a monastery
to sign a deal exp

to put your name on a contract

a wine merchants n

a company that buys and sells
alcoholic drinks

on the Abbey’s behalf cxp

for the abbey; in the name of the
abbey

a commotion 1

if there is a “commotion’, there is a
lot of noise/excitement/confusion/
chaos/fighting, etc

to wreck something exp

to destroy something

the hoose 1 Scot

the house, as pronounced with a
Scottish accent

15% exp

most wine is about 12%, so 15% is
quite strong

disorder n

if there is “disorder”, there is vio-
lence and noise

banned adj

prohibited

to grant someone an off-licence exp
to give someone permission to sell
alcohol

to reject criticism cxp

to say that the criticism isn't true
attack the root of something exp
to find the cause of a problem and
to try to resolve it

problem drinking

drinking in excess, drinking too
much, drinking in order to become
drunk
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A new f

orm of English invented by the Japanese.

“| wonder why coffee tastes so good when you're naked with your family.”
What is this? Actually it's the text from a Japanese advert for coffee. And it's a

fine example of the new form of English known as “Engrish”.

English is cool

Have you ever bought a
T-shirt with some foreign-
language writing on it? A few
French words perhaps? Some
attractive but meaningless
Chinese writing? In Japan, it’s
really typical to buy products
with English words on them.
In fact, English phrases have
long appeared in Japanese
advertising and product
design. They are apparently
there only to make products
and services look cool to

the Japanese public. But the
funny thing is most of the
words or expressions don't
really make much sense.

And now they’ve come up
with a word to describe this
new form of written English:
“Engrish”.

English is “Engrish”
“Engrish” can be defined

as the incorrect English

that appears in Japanese
advertising and on products.
While the term may refer to
spoken English, it is more
often used to describe written
English.

“Engrish” has been found on
everything, including poorly-
translated signs, menus,
instruction manuals and
advertisements, and strange
T-shirt slogans.

So, why is it known as
“Engrish”? Well, the term
originates from the fact that
the Japanese do not have
separate sounds for the
letters“R"and “L". So, native
Japanese speakers who
aren't fluent in English often
mispronounce English words

containing the letters “R"” and
“L". For example, instead of
saying “rice”, they may say
“lice”; and instead of saying
“like", they may say “rike".

Video Game Engrish
There are basically two types
of “Engrish”: misspelled or
grammatically-incorrect
instructions (often found

in instruction manuals and
video games); and illogical
combinations of words (often
found in advertising or on
T-shirts). Most of the video
game examples are the result
of poor Japanese-to-English
translations. Here are a few
memorable “Engrish” phrases
from video games:

—

.

a) Engrish: All your base are
belong to us.
Correct: All your bases
belong to us.

b) Engrish: | feel asleep.
Correct: | feel tired/sleepy.

¢) Engrish: You fail it.
Correct: You fail.

d) Engrish: Victoly.
Correct: Victory.

e) Engrish: Entry your name.
Correct: Enter your name.

f) Engrish: A winner is you!
Correct: You win!

0) Engrish: This guy are sick.
Correct: These guys are sick
/ This guy is sick.

of fhing

Advertising & T-Shirt

Engrish

And here are some examples

of Engrish from T-shirts and

advertising:

a) From a cooling fan: Going
faster is the system job.

b) On a packet of chopsticks:
Please to try your nice
Chinese food with
chopsticks the traditional
and typical of Chinese

glorious history and cultual.
¢) OnaT-shirt:1do alot of thing.

d) On aT-shirt: My boyfriend
out of tow.

e) On aT-shirt: Spank on me.

f) On aT-shirt: Modesty does
not here.

g) On a car: Outlaw excellent
company big sedan.

So, would you like to

learn“Engrish”? &

T
- 'IdOQIOf: o

Information
Box Engrish
online

For more information
on this topic, visit the
website
www.engrish.com.
There's also a book
all about “Engrish”
called The Joys of
Engrish by Steven
Caires.

Information
Box “Engrish”
in the cinema
There’s an example
of “Engrish”in the
film Lethal Weapon
4.1n one scene, Mel
Gibson's character

is speaking to Uncle
Benny, a Chinese
restaurant owner
and Triad member.
He asks Uncle Benny
for some “flied lice”
(instead of the correct
“fried rice”). To which
Benny responds, “It's
fried rice!”

And in the film Team
America, the North
Korean leader can
be heard singing the
song“I'm so ronery”
(which should be“I'm
so lonely”).

GLOSSARY

naked

with no clothes on

meaningless

that has no sense or meaning

to come up with something

to think of something

amenu

a list of food served in a restaurant
with the corresponding prices

an instructional manual

a book that tells you how to use a
machine

to be fluent in a language

to speak a foreign language
perfectly

lice

small insects that live on the bodies
of animals or people

acooling fann

an electrical appliance that creates
cool air

chopsticks

two thin sticks that Chinese and
other Asian people use to eat food
to spank

to hit someone on the bottom (the

part of your body that you sit on)
to outlaw

if something is “outlawed”, it is
made illegal

or 39
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A French
Love Affair

A French Love Affair

A French proposal from the 1950s that's causing embarrassment.

Britain and France have
been rivals for centuries.
There have been diplomatic
scandals, periods of tension
and even wars. But not so
long ago, a certain French
prime minister made a

very unusual proposal. And
now the French are highly
embarrassed by it.

An Unlikely Union
On 10th September 1956,
Guy Mollet,
the French
prime
minister,
{ came to
London. He
arrived with a very special
request: to discuss the
possibility of a merger
between Britain and France.
Yes, that's it. To talk about
a“union” between the two
countries who had been at
war so many times in the
past. He even discussed the
possibility of the Queen
becoming the head of the
French state.
The conversations took
place with the British prime
minister, Sir
Anthony
Eden. A
British
cabinet paper
i1 “ (that has
been declassified) reads,
“When the French prime
minister, Monsieur Mollet,
was recently in London,
he raised with the prime
minister the possibility of
a union between the United
Kingdom and France”

Crisis

So, why? That'’s the

big question. Well,
apparently, at the time
of the proposal, France

40

was in economic difficulties,
and was facing the Suez
crisis*. Also, it was just after

-.--:-:3 the

Second
World
War,
during
which
Britain
had
been a
staunch ally of France.
The idea of joining the two
states was rejected. But Mr
Mollet quickly responded
with another plan: that
France be allowed to join
the British Commonwealth.
At first, this proposal was
met more warmly by Sir
Anthony. However, it was
also eventually rejected.
And, a year later, France
signed the Treaty of Rome
with Germany and the

p g
»

other founding nations of
the European Common
Market.

Reactions
Current French politicians
are in shock.“I tell you the
truth, when | read that, |
am quite astonished,’ said
Jacques
Myard,
aFrench
Nationalist
MP.“l had a
good opinion
of Mr Mollet before. | think
| am going to revise that
opinion. | am just amazed
at reading this, because
since the days | was learning
history as a student, | have
never heard of this. It is not
in the textbooks.”
A spokesman for the French
embassy said most people
had been surprised by the
revelation.“We are looking
at our national archives,” he
said.“We cannot comment
at this stage”You
may like
to remind
French
people of
this proposal
next time
they make
fun of English
food or the
British in
general. &

*Information
Box The Suez
Crisis

The Suez Crisis (also
known as the Suez
War, or the Tripartite
aggression as it is
commonly known in
the Arab world) was a
war fought by Israel,
France and Britain
against Egypt for
control of the Suez

Canal.

GLOSSARY

arival

a competitor

a merger

if there is a“merger’, two
companies or organisations join
and become one

to discuss the possibility

of something

to talk about things you may do in
the future

ahead

aleader

a declassified (paper)

a secret document that the public
can see - usually after 50 years

to raise the possibility

of something

to say that something may be
possible in the future

a staunch ally

a very good friend; a country that
supports another country

the Commonwealth

an organisation of countries that
were once part of the British Empire
met more warmly

received more positively

the Treaty of Rome

a law that formed the European
Economic Community (EEC)
signed by France, West Germany,
the Netherlands, Belgium and
Luxembourg in 1957

the European Common Market
another way of referring to the EEC
(see above)
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The Web School

Aprende inglés online. Aprende inglés con la Web School.

orammar un

Cinco niveles de inglés.

Muchas pruebas de
audio con acentos
diferentes.

Aprende vocabulario
nuevo.

Practica todos
los aspectos
gramaticales.

Facil de usar. Mejora garantizada.
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Hot Science
Robots

\

How humans may soon become superfluous.

Tired of doing the ironing?
Fed up of making the beds,
cleaning the house and
washing the clothes? The
good news is that the days of
endless house chores could
be at an end, or so Bill Gates
thinks.

Sally is a marketing manager
for a large multinational
company. She’s at work and
decides to check how things
are at home from a webpage.
She’s happy: the tasks she set
in the morning for her robot
have all been completed:

the washing, the ironing, the
vacuuming and the cleaning.
Satisfied that everything

is in order, she checks her
elderly mother’s house.
Everything is fine: her
mother’s “companionbot” has
given mum her medicine and
helped her out of bed and
into a chair.

This may sound like
something out of a science
fiction movie,
butitisn’t. It
is, in fact, the
vision of the
future offered
by Bill Gates.

In an article in the magazine

I darTi—a— i i
I — 2 Scientific

American,
el Gatesargues
g that the
- .
. ""I- robotics
—A industry is
11§ about to

expand. He compares the
current state of robotic
technology to the situation
in the computer industry
during the mid-1970s when
he and fellow
ksl entrepreneur
Paul Allen
launched
Microsoft.
“The level of
excitement and expectation
reminds me so much of the
time when Paul and | looked

42

CD track 23 Englishmen

at the convergence of new
technologies and dreamed

of the day when a computer
would be on every desk and
in every home,” Gates writes.

“I can envision a future in
which robotic devices will
become a nearly ubiquitous
part of our day-to-day lives.”

Up until now, there have
been many problems.“It has
proved extremely difficult to
give robots the capabilities
that humans take for
granted,’ Gates explained.
“For example, the abilities
to orient themselves with
respect to the objects in a
room, to respond to sounds
and interpret speech, and
to grasp objects of varying
sizes, textures and fragility.
Even something as simple
as telling the difference
between an open door and
a window can be devilishly

or

tricky for a robot.”

However, there has been
progress. In 2004, a race for
robotic vehicles across 142
miles of rugged terrain in the
Mojave Desert was too much
for them. The top robot car
managed only seven miles
before breaking down. But in
2005, the winner completed
the course with an average
speed of 30 kph, followed by
four other finishers.

Mr Gates thinks the

falling cost of computer
components will contribute
to advances. But he believes
that, like the early computer
industry, robot developers
need a common set of
programming tools to solve
problems such as dealing
with numerous sources of
information simultaneously.
So, Bill Gates has setup a
team to solve these problems.
The future is looking bright
for robots. ©

Information
Box

The word “robot”is
also used in a general
sense to mean

any machine that
mimics the actions
of ahuman inthe
physical sense orin
the mental sense. It
comes from the Slavic
word robota, labour
or work (also used

in a sense of a serf).
The word robot first
appeared in Czech
writer Karel Capek’s
science fiction play
RUR (Rossum’s
Universal Robots) in
1921, and according
to Capek, was coined
by the author’s
brother, painter Josef
Capek.The word was
brought into popular
Western use by
famous science fiction
writer Isaac Asimov.

GLOSSARY

theironing

using an iron (an electrical
appliance) to make clothes flat

to be fed up of something

to be tired of something

house chores

jobs you do in the house: cleaning,
ironing, etc

atask

ajob

to set something

if you “set someone a task’, you tell
them to do a job, explaining how to
doit

a companionbot

a robot that keeps someone
company

to expand

to make bigger

current

that is happening at the moment
an entrepreneur

a business person

to launch

to put a product on the market so
people can buy it

to envision

to imagine

a ubiquitous part of our day-
to-day lives

something that forms part of the
things we do or use every day

to take something for granted
to accept something as true/easy/
normal without thinking about it
to orient yourself

to find out where you are, and where
things are around you

to grasp

to take in your hands

to tell the difference between
two things

to be able to see the difference
between two things

devilishly tricky

very hard/difficult

to break down

to stop working

a falling cost

costs that are decreasing

to set up ateam

to form a group of people

to look bright

to appear to be positive
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Part1- Listening
upand down,

How many eggs do the rabbits have? i
) Upand down,
Jumping up and down-

Upand down,
Upand down,

eggs on the ground-

upand down.
Up and down:
(8)———9%° by the house-
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Desert Orchid

DL Uhu!

He was loved by many. He appeared
in charity events all over the country.
He took part in the celebrations for
the Queen Mother’s 90th birthday. He
had a special fan club, and thousands
of people joined it. And once, a
Christmas card arrived from Australia
with the simple address: Desert
Orchid, Somewhere in England.

Who was this famous Englishman?
Actually, he wasn't a person as such.
He was a horse, but a very special
one.

Horsey love affairs

No other country would probably mourn the
death of a horse as the English would. For
the English, the horse is a special animal that
should be admired and loved. Racehorses
also hold a special place in English society.
And Desert Orchid, or Dessie as she was also
known, was no exception.

A life of fame
Despite being a horse, Dessie enjoyed a life
of fame and fortune. He was a special guest

ILL RACE
YOoU TO THE
FENCE.

him and our sympathy goes to his adoring
public and fan club that never ceased to
take opportunities to see him at his public
appearances!” Desert Orchid's ashes were
eventually scattered near his statue at
Kempton Park racecourse.

A special horse

So, what was so special about Desert Orchid?
Colin Brown, Desert Orchid's regular jockey
said, “He was just an outstanding horse with

on the BBC Sports Personality of the

an outstanding character. He

Year show, Princess Anne rode him
in a 1992 charity race, and he even
TR W) inspired a
" B government
minister.
% During a
b government
5 i ¥ speech,
Norman Lamont (the Chancellor
of the Exchequer) said, “Desert
Orchid and I have a lot in common.
We are both greys... the
Opposition hopes we shall fall at
the first fence, and we are both
carrying too much weight”

Goodbye Dessie

When Dessie died on 13th
November 2006 (at the age of

27) he was given full honours.
Former trainer David Elsworth
said the following, with the solemn
voice of a funeral reporter, “Desert
Orchid died peacefully in his
stable at 6.05am. There was no
stress; he departed from this world
with dignity and no fuss. He did
his dying in the same individual
way that he did his living. It was
time to go... everybody will miss

Information
Box Victories
Desert Orchid
created history by
becoming the only
horse to win the King
George VI Chase
four times. The King
George VI Chase is a
race in England. It is
run over a distance
of 3 miles (4,828
metres) at Kempton
Park racecourse on
Boxing Day (24th
December). During
his life, Desert Orchid
won more than
£650,000 in prize
money.

| www.hotenglishmagazine.com or www.hotenglish.hu

could be stroppy sometimes, but
he was a real professional... it was
like driving a Ferrari rather than a
Cortina.”

Another jockey, Richard
Dunwoody, added, “He was a
fantastic horse to ride, and without
doubt the best horse | ever rode in
my entire career.”

Another contributing factor was
the fact that he was grey. People at
the races like this as they can easily
see the horse they have backed.
Traditionally, greys have been a
favourite among the public. And
finally, Dessie had an indomitable
will to win. In numerous races

he looked beaten, but famously
fought back to win. His most
amazing race was in the 1989
Cheltenham Gold Cup, when he
won despite hating both the track
and the muddy ground. &

Information Box
Steeplechasing
This form of racing
involves jumping
over fences and
ditches. The most
famous of these
races is the English
Grand National. The
Grand National has
been run annually at
Aintree Racecourse
in Liverpool since
1837.Itis held on

a Saturday in early
April.

GLOSSARY

a charity event

a planned and organised occasion
to make money for charity
(organisations that help poor
people, etc)

to mourn vH

if you are “mourning’, you are sad
because someone has died

a life of fame and fortune n

a life as a famous person with
interviews, press photos, etc

the Chancellor of the
Exchequer 1

the government minister
responsible for finance and
economics

agreyn

two things: a person with grey hair;
a horse that is a grey/white colour
to fall at the first fence cxp

to have problems at the first sign
of trouble. Literally, a“fence”is a
barrier made of wood that horses
jump over during a race

to give someone full honours exp
to treat someone with the respect
normally given to royalty or
aristocracy

atrainer

a person who works with horses,
teaching them how to race, etc
no fuss

if there is “no fuss’, things are done
in a calm, controlled manner

our sympathy goes to X exp

we feel very sorry for X because
something sad has happened to
him/her

never to cease cxp

not to stop, ever

ashes

after a dead person is cremated
(burnt) there are ashes (a grey
powder)

to scatter vb

if you “scatter” ashes, you put them
over an area

aracecourse /1

amarked area over which horses
runin races

outstanding ad/

impressive

stroppy adj

bad tempered and obstinate (doing
what he/she wants)

acareer

the job you choose to do for the
majority of your life

to back vb

to support; to bet on (to put money
on as a sport)

to have an indomitable will exp
to have a lot of determination
atrackn

the path along which horses run
during a race

muddy ground 1

ground that is a mixture of water
and earth




e

Here are some things that people have said about horses.

“I ride, therefore | am!

Anonymous

“Closeness, friendship,
affection: keeping your own
horse means all these things.”
Bertrand Leclair.

“The horse is God's gift to
man. Old Arab proverb.

“Show me your horse, and |
will tell you who you are!” Old
English saying.

“A dog looks up to a man. A
cat looks down on a man. But
a patient horse looks a man

in the eye and sees him as an
equal” Anonymous.

“A canter is
the cure for
every evil”
Benjamin
Disraeli.

“A horse is the projection

of people’s dreams about
themselves - strong,
powerful, beautiful - and it
has the capability of letting

us escape from our mundane
existence. Pam Brown.

- “I am still
under the
impression
that there
is nothing
alive quite so
beautiful as a
horse!” John

Galsworthy.

“If a car passes me when I'm
on a horse, | always think: if |
were in that car and saw me, |
would wish | was me. Wistful
children’s faces, staring out
of the back window, agree.”
Monica Dickens.

“When | can't ride any more, |
shall still keep horses as long
as | can hobble about with

a bucket and wheelbarrow.
When | can’t hobble, | shall
roll my wheelchair out to
the fence of the field where
my horses graze and watch
them” Monica Dickens.

“God forbid | should go to

--.‘_l'

wE

ML

any heaven where there are
no horses!”R.B. Cunningham.

“A horse gallops with its
lungs, perseveres with
its heart, and wins with its
character” Tesio.

"Heis
pure
airand
fire; and
the dull
elements
of earth
and water never appear
in him, but only in patient
stillness while his rider
mounts him: he is indeed a
horse: and all other jades
you may call beasts.” William
Shakespeare, King Henry V.

“A woman needs two animals:
the horse of her dreams

and a jackass to pay for it
Anonymous.

“When riding my horse, I no
longer have my heartin my
chest, but between my knees.”
Anonymous. &

o

CD track 24 US woman &
Englishman

GLOSSAR

closeness 1

being emotionally close to
someone

affection n

feelings of love and kindness for
someone

agiftn

apresent

to look up to someone exp

to admire someone

to look down on someone exp
to think that someone is inferior
to canter vb

if a horse "canters", it runs quite fast
letting us exp

permitting us

a mundane existence 1
anormal, ordinary, uninteresting
life

wistful adj

sad because you cannot have
something

to stare vb

to look continuously and for a
period of time

to hobble about p/ir vb

to walk with difficulty because you
have hurt your leg

abucket n

a metal or plastic container for
water

awheelbarrow

an open cart with one wheel for
carrying things in the garden

a wheelchair n

a chair with wheels for people who
cannot walk

to graze vb

if animals are “grazing’, they are
eating grass or other plants

God forbid I should go to... exp
I hope I never go to...

to gallop vb

if a horse “gallops’, it runs very fast
alung n

the bag in your chest that has air in it
to persevere Vb

to continue trying even though
there are difficulties

ajade n Shakespearean English
an ordinary animal

a jackass 11 inform

a stupid person

www.hotenglishmagazine.com or www.hotenglish.hu |
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The Sport of
Kings

For many English people,
there’s nothing better than a
day at the races. Exciting action.
Good food and drink. A day
out in the open air. A unique
atmosphere. And a flutter on
your favourite horse. More than
six million people in England
enjoy the sport. Why not join

us for an exhilarating look at
horseracing.

People-watching
Next time you visit England, you
should go to a horserace. It's a
great chance to do a bit of people-
watching. You'll see all sorts of
interesting characters, and, even
better, all sorts of unusual English
people.

The most famous English horserace
meeting is Royal Ascot. You've

probably seen images of it on
television, with aristocratic English
ladies in their nicest, most colourful
and biggest hats. The Royal Ascot
week is a five-day meeting, held in
June at Royal Ascot Meadow Village in
the county of Berkshire. Over 300,000
people go there during the week,
making this Europe’s best-attended
race meeting.

Royal Ascot started in 1711 and it’s a
major event in the social calendar for
the upper-class - where you must be
seen. Many people just go there for
the social side of things, and to drink
large quantities of champagne. And
the press are often more interested in
what people are wearing and doing
than the actual racing itself.

TEordni L

I

HORSE RACING IN BRITAIN — ALOOK ATTHE HISTORY AND THE HYSTERIA.

Royal Ascot

Another reason for the popularity of
Royal Ascot is because it is closely
associated with the Royal Family.
Every day members of the Royal
Family arrive to watch the races.

All spectators who enter the royal

enclosure must wear a morning suit,
and many ladies wear large, colourful

®
[ J
| WONDER
WHAT THERE IS
FOR TEA.

hats. Most people outside of this
section choose to wear posh clothes
anyway. To be admitted to the royal
enclosure for the first time, you must
be sponsored by someone who has
attended at least four times before.

Information Box
The Rocking Horse

What was your favourite toy as a
child? During the Victorian period,
rocking horses were one of the most
popular toys for children. Rocking
horses are basically wooden horses
that children sit on and pretend to
ride. The rocking horse market really
took off in 1851 when Queen Victoria
visited a rocking horse factory.

While she was there, she admired a
dapple grey rocking horse. Soon,
everyone found out about Queen
Victoria's preference, and after that,
dapple grey rocking horses became
the favourites of Victorian English
children. There are two types of
rocking horse: those on bow rockers,
and those on a stand.

Types of racing
But there’s more to horseracing in
Britain than just Royal Ascot. In fact,

there are more than 60 racecourses

around the country, with thousands
of people employed in this multi-
million pound industry, including

jockeys, trainers and breeders.

| www.hotenglishmagazine.com or www.hotenglish.hu




In Britain there are basically two types of races:
National Hunt racing, and flat racing. National
Hunt racing is run on courses with obstacles
(either hurdles or fences). Flat racing has no
obstacles and is run on a flat course. So, when
did horseracing start in Britain?

History
Experts believe that the first horse races were
organised around 200 AD by Roman soldiers

in the north of England.
The first recorded race
meeting was during
the reign of Henry Il in
London in 1174 during a
horse fair.

Horseracing really
became popular in the
17th century. Around
the time that Charles

| of England came to

the throne, race meetings in the spring and
autumn were introduced to Newmarket (a
famous racecourse in England).

Later, in 1752, the Jockey Club was formed to
create and apply the rules of horseracing.
Finally, in 1969, the Jockey Club and the
National Hunt Committee were combined,
and this is the body that regulates horseracing
in Britain.

Betting
One of the main attractions of horseracing is
its association with gambling. It makes the
day at the races
even more exciting.
Every horsein a
race has odds. For
example, if you bet
one pound on a
horse whose odds
are 10 to 1 against,
you will receive ten
pounds if the horse
wins, plus your one
pound that you bet
(11 pounds in total);
3 and with a horse
with odds of 5 to 1, you would win 5 pounds,
plus your one pound bet (6 pounds in total).
The most common ways to bet money are:
bet to win and bet to place. “Bet to win” means
that you put money on a horse, and if it comes
in first place, you win the amount shown on
the odds.
With “bet to place’, you are betting on your
horse finishing the race in either first, second,
third and, in some cases, fourth place.
Obviously, the amount you receive is lower
with "place" bets because you have a greater
chance of winning. So, will you be going to
the races? ©

Information Box Horse breeding
The breeding, training and racing of
horses in many countries is a huge
business. Exceptional horses can win
millions, and they can make millions
more by providing stud services, such
as horse breeding.

A thoroughbred stallion who has won
many races will usually be put up to
stud when he is retired. The owners of
mares must pay large sums of money
to breed their horses with the stallion.
The more successful a horse has been,
the more expensive it is to breed with.
Stallions can mate with about 40 mares
ayear.

The history of horse breeding is very
interesting. Horses from Europe are
generally heavy and slow. So, when
people in Europe wanted faster horses,
they started to import Arabian horses.
These horses were much faster than
European horses. When they were bred
with European horses, they produced

a breed which is taller than the Arabian
and faster than European horses.
Another mixture of horses produced the
Andalusian. This horse was developed
in Spain and is powerful and extremely
nimble. It is capable of quick bursts of
speed over short distances. This is ideal
for certain types of combat, as well as for
bullfighting.

Information Box

US horseracing 4

After baseball,
horse racing is the
second most widely-
attended spectator
sportin the US. In
1989, more than

50 million people
attended 8,004 days
of horse racing,
betting more than
$9 billion. Horse
racing is also a
major professional
sportin Canada,
Ireland, Western
Europe, Australia,
New Zealand, South
Africa, and South
America.

GLOSSARY

aflutter ninform

if you have a “flutter’, you gamble
on a horse (put money on a horse)
exhilarating ad/

exciting

people-watching 1

observing people

the social calendar n

the events that are important for
the "upper” class, such as Ascot,
Wimbledon, etc

an enclosure 1

an area of land that is closed to the
public and surrounded by a wall or
fence

amorning suit

formal clothing for a man often
worn at weddings, often consisting
of a long grey jacket and trousers
posh clothes n

sophisticated and upper-class
clothing

ajockey n

a person who rides a racehorse
during races

abreeder n

a person who keeps animals for
the purpose of producing more
animals

ahurdle n

an object that the horse must jump
over in arace

to gamble/bet v5

if you“gamble" or "bet”, you play a
game for money

to pretend vb

to act as if something is true even
though itisn't really true

to take off p/ir v

to become popular

adapple grey n

a horse that is a grey/white colour
huge adj

very big

stud services n

if a horse provides “stud services’, it
is used to mate with another horse
in order to produce babies

a thoroughbred 1

a pure breed of horse

astallion n

amale horse

to put an animal up to stud exp
to use an animal in order to
produce other animals

to retire vb

to stop working because you are of
the age when most people stop (65
for humans)

amaren

afemale horse

to mate with exp

if two horses “mate’, they produce
babies

horse breeding 1

keeping animals with the purpose
of producing more animals
nimble adj

with an ability to move your legs
very quickly

a quick burst of speed cxp

a sudden, short period of speed
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The section that makes grammar easy and fun

CD frack 25

In this month’s grammar fun section we'll be looking at the passive voice

with the past continuous.

The Active & Passive Voices
We form the past continuous with
“was/were” + verb, -ing. For example:
a) | was walking.

b) He was running.

N s [

7] {
LW caN ITwalT? £ 95

IWAS TAKING ) % 1|
| A suowaz 4

Remember, we use the active voice
when the subject of the verb is the
thing or person doing the action. For
example:

a) They were counting the money.
b) We were fixing the computer.

¢) She was walking the dog.

THE MONEY
WAS BEING
COUNTED. NOW
| WILL HAVE TO

START AGAIN.

However, with the passive voice,

the object of the verb becomes

the subject. In many cases, it isn’t

necessary to know who actually did

the action. For example:

a) The money was being counted (by
them).

b) The computer was being fixed (by us).

¢) The dog was being walked (by her).

The Past Continuous Passive
As you can see, we form the past
continuous passives with “was/were
being”and a past participle.
Compare these examples:

a) She was cleaning the car. (active)
b) The car was being cleaned
(by her). (passive)

¢) She was driving the bus. (active)
b) The bus was being driven
(by her). (passive)

a) They were taking a photo.
(active)

b) The photo was being taken

(by them). (passive)

THE CAR
WAS BEING
CLEANED WHEN
THE THIEVES
TOOK IT.

THE CLOTHES
WERE BEING
HUNG OUT WHEN
IT STARTED

TO RAIN,

a) We were filming the game. (active)
b) The game was being filmed
(by us). (passive)

a) He was answering the phone.
(active)
b) The phone was being answered
(by him). passive)

a) They were buying the tickets.
(active)

b) The tickets were being bought
(by them). (passive)

a) He was hanging up the clothes.
(active)

b) The clothes were being hung up
(by him). (passive)

a) She was finishing the report. (active)
b) The report was being finished
(by her). (passive) ©
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English language speed and fluency practice to help you improve your speoklng

Fluency Practice

CDtrack 26 |

Listen to this master class with Dr Fingers and one of his students. answers on page 24

A: Tongue Twister
Try repeating this ten times as quickly as you can.
“Is this your sister's sixth zither, sir?”

IS THIS YOUR

SISTER’S SIXTH
ZITHER, SIR?

B: Dictation

Listen to these sentences and write down what you hear.

o s wN =

C: Connected speech
Look at these sentences. See if you can say them with
connected speech. Then, listen to the CD to check your
answers.
Go and get dressed. It's time to go.
. She’s going to go and tell them.
. We need to go and do it straight away.
. They are going to go and ruin it.
. We'll go and help them later.
. lwant to go and see them.

ocUbwWN~

D: Pronunciation - the long “iii” sound

Look at the sentences containing words with the long “iii”
sound (sheep, need, sheet, etc). Try to say the words in each
sentence correctly. Then listen to the CD to check your
answers.

1. There’s a sheep in the field.

2. We need to do it now.

3. You need a clean sheet on your bed.

4. This beer is made with wheat.

5. | couldn’t sleep last night.

E: Question formation

Make questions according to the instructions. Be as quick as
you can and try not to think too much.

1. Ask me what time | get up.

2. Ask me what time | have breakfast.

3. Ask me what time | go to work.

4. Ask me what time | get to work.

5. Ask me what time | have lunch.
6. Ask me what time | stop work.
7. Ask me what time | get home.
8. Ask me what time | go to bed.

F: Sentence transformation: ghosts and horror
Listen to these sentences and try to make a question for
each one. The question should focus on the underlined
information. Do it as quickly as you can. Remember, some
questions with the present perfect are often answered
using the past simple. For example: A: Have you ever been
to Paris. B: Yes, | went to Paris last year.

1. No, I don’t believe in ghosts.

2. No, I've never been in a haunted house.

3. The Shining is my favourite horror movie.

4. No, I've never seen a ghost.

5. Yes, 1 do like Halloween.

6. Yes, | am easily frightened.

7. 1 once frightened someone while | was at school.

8. Yes, | went to a fancy-dress party last year.

G: Revision Drills - Reflexive pronouns

This drill is designed to practise using reflexive pronouns

(myself, yourself, himself, herself, ourselves, yourselves,

themselves). Answer the questions as quickly as possible,

and answer with full answers.

1. When was the last time you talked to yourself?

2. Have you ever hit yourself?

3. How often do you look at yourself in the mirror during
the day?

4. When was the last time you hurt yourself?

5. What was the last present you bought yourself?

6. What was the last thing you had to do by yourself?

7. If you had a band, what would you call yourselves?

8. When was the last time you gave yourself a holiday?

9. How old were you when you learned how to dress
yourself?

10. When do babies usually learn how to walk by
themselves? &
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Useful Business Expressions

This month we are looking at some typical words or
expressions to describe financial difficulties. Listen and
repeat the following expressions.

Financial difficulties

1. We're losing a lot of money.

2. The sales forecast for next year isn't very positive.
3. Our profits are down.

4. We'rein the red.

5. Our costs are too high.

6. We've got to reduce costs.

7. Our competitor’s campaign is hurting us a lot.

8. We're losing out to the competition.

9. Things aren’t going too well financially speaking.
10. We're on the verge of going bankrupt.

11. We're going to have to suspend all payments to the

bank.
12. We're going to have to default on a number of
payments to suppliers.

CAN WE TALK
ABOUT DELAYING
THE PAYMENT?

Business Dialogue
Now listen to this business English dialogue.

Gordon: Gordon speaking. Who's calling?

Sarah: Hi, it's Sarah. Bad news I'm afraid.

Gordon: What's up?

Sarah: We're in the red again, and we've got a number of
big payments to make.

Gordon: What do you suggest?

Sarah: We'll there are a couple of suppliers that | can talk
to about delaying payment.

Gordon: What about the rest?

Sarah: We're going to have to default on a number of
payments until the banks come in with another
loan.

Gordon: So, what’s the underlying cause?

Sarah: Well, we've been losing out to the competition for
a while now. Sales are down, and our costs are just
too high.

Gordon: Any way we can reverse the situation?

Sarah: Well, the first thing is to reduce our costs. Once
we're on a sounder business footing we should
be able to go back to the banks with a new
business plan. But until then, we'll just have to
pray that the situation changes.

Gordon: Let’s talk about it later.

Sarah: OK, see you tomorrow. Bye.

Gordon: Bye.©

GLOSSARY

asales forecast 1

a prediction of how much a
company is going to sell
inthered exp

if a company is “in the red’, it has
taken out more money from the
bank than it has

to lose out to the competition cxp
if you are "losing out to the
competition", the competition is
doing better than you

on the verge of something exp
about to do something

to go bankrupt exp

if a company “goes bankrupt” it
stops functioning because there is
no more money

to default on a payment cxp
not to pay someone or a company
who you owe money to

a supplier n

a person who sells you goods or
services

to reverse a situation exp

to change a situation so it is the
opposite to what it was before
on a sounder footing exp

in a more secure and stable
situation

to pray vb

to say words to God, sometimes
when you are desperate for

something
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BACHILLERATO Inspirational Education

¢Buscas clases de inglés?
Hot English Language Services le ofrece un sistema profesional y motivador basado
en nuestro método comunicativo el Powerpack: clases basadas

en la actualidad que te garantizard clases interesantes, innovadoras

y estimulantes. De esta forma, tendrds: 1
V[ Mds motivacién
M Mds diversion en tus clases 4

v Rdpido progreso

U

Ademds de las horas lectivas, todos
nuestros estudiantes reciben:
> Revista Hot English + CD de audio cada mes

> Acceso gratuito a la zona restringida de nuestra web
(1200 articulos, 350 audiciones)

> Acceso al Web School

> Nuestro método Powerpack

Y TODO ESTO A
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