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Hello, and welcome to another issue of 
Hot English Magazine, the fun magazine 
for learning English.

This month, Hot English is hotter than 
ever! After all, it is summer – time for 
the festival season. So, you can read 
all about the world’s best festivals. 
Also, get the lowdown on what to bring 
and what to wear. After reading our 
festival fashion guide, you’ll be the 

coolest festival goer around. Talking about festivals, Bruce 
Springsteen has been doing his share of entertaining this 
summer. You can read all about him on page 23. 

We’ve also got a very interesting article on language. With all 
this new technology around, we’re making even more spelling 
mistakes than ever, especially as we’re relying too much on 
our spell-checker! When I was at school, I remember my 
history teacher always used to tell us about the importance 
of spelling by reminding us that, “There’s only one letter 
difference between ‘laughter’ and ‘slaughter’ ”. These days, 
that phrase comes to mind every time I have to check 
something. 

Well, we’ve got lots of other fun things for you, including 
an article on how to get around the smoking ban, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle (who is celebrating an anniversary), some teen 
TV shows and a hard-hitting series from the US that exposes 
life in US high schools. 

Well, I hope you have as much fun reading this issue as we 
did writing it. Good luck with your English and we’ll see you in 
September. Have a fantastic summer!

Yours,

PS Are you interested in 
studying English abroad this 
summer? Take advantage 
of our special offers to the 
UK, the US and many other 
English-speaking countries. For more information, please contact 
classes@hotenglishmagazine.com. 
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The Harry 
Potter 
Series
JK Rowling had the idea 
for fictional character 
Harry Potter in 1990. 
She has released seven 
books in the series, the 
last of which sold 11 
million copies in the 
first 24 hours it was 
available.  The first film 
was released on 16th 
November 2001.  Since 
then, the movie series 
has become the highest 
grossing series of all 
time, earning $4.47 
billion worldwide.  The 
final films in the series 
are expected to be 
released by July 2011.

GLOSSARY
to exceed expectations exp		
to be better than you expect
to attend vb			 
if you “attend” a school, you go to 
classes there
a common room n		
a room in a school or university 
where people can sit, socialise and 
talk
a replica n		
an exact duplicate or copy of 
something
a wand n			 
a stick magicians use when they do 
magic
delighted adj		
if you are “delighted” about 
something, you are very happy 
about it
a prop n			 
a “prop” in a film or play is an object 
that is used in that film/play
a costume n			 
an actor’s “costume” refers to the 
clothes he/she wears while they are 
in character
a museum goer n		
a person who visits a museum
pop culture n			
things (films, music, clothes, books, 
etc.) that are popular in society 
to expose vb			 
if someone is “exposed” to 
something, they are shown it 
a release n	
the “release” of a film is the time 
when it starts being shown in 
cinemas 

1  Pre-reading
What do you think you could see at a Harry Potter exhibition? 

2  Reading I
Read the article to check your ideas.

3  Reading II
True or False? 
1.	 In the exhibition, you can see the different 

places from the Harry Potter books. 
2. 	The exhibition will not feature any creatures 

from the books.
3. 	The exhibition is for people of all ages. 
4. 	The exhibition is currently open around the 

world. 
5. 	The exhibition will be open before the next 

Harry Potter film is released.

4  Language focus 
Find the verb which means 
“to have a good time.” 
Use this verb to make two sentences about yourself. 

5  Discussion
1.	 Do you like the Harry Potter stories? Why? Why 

not? 
2. 	What was the last exhibition you went to? What 

did you see? Did you like it?
3. 	Are there any films or books that could have 

the basis of a good exhibition?

“We want to exceed expectations 
and surprise people,” says Eddie 
Newquist, the producer of the first 

ever Harry Potter exhibition.

The exhibition is a recreation of Hogwarts, the 
school Harry Potter attends. The entrance of 
the exhibition is the Hogwarts Express Train 
Platform. People can then walk through the 
Gryffindor Common Room, The Great Hall, 
The Forbidden Forest and Hagrid’s Hut. It also 
has replicas of all the creatures featured in the 
books. Harry’s magic wand and glasses are also 
there. Harry Potter film producer David Heyman 
says, “We’re delighted that fans will finally have 
the opportunity to see, in person, some of their 
favourite props and costumes. We’re looking 
forward to seeing the reactions of the museum 
goers, because we put a lot of time and 
creativity into making it fun and realistic.”

Adults can also enjoy the exhibition. One parent, 
Gary Hull, said, “If pop culture can get kids 
excited to come to a museum and then expose 
them to 14 acres of science, that’s a really good 
thing.” The exhibition began on 30th April and 
lasts until the end of September. It started in 
Chicago at the Museum of Science and Industry, 
but is going to tour internationally.

The dates of the exhibition coincide with the 
release of the latest Harry Potter film. The film, 
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, takes place 
during Harry’s 6th year at Hogwarts. In this 
film, he studies more intensely with Professor 
Dumbledore and learns more about Voldemort’s 
dark past. Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 
is the 6th of the Harry Potter series, and comes 
out on 15th July, right in the middle of the 
exhibition. 

Answers on page 45

The Harry Potter international exhibition tour.

This is 
magic! 
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Shin 
Fujiyama
Shin Fujiyama went to 
college at the University 
of Mary Washington. 
Fujiyama and his sister 
Cosmo travelled to 
Honduras in 2005. At 
El Progreso, they saw 
hundreds of children 
without housing, health 
care or education. They 
co-founded Students 
Helping Honduras in 
2006.

GLOSSARY
to cure vb			 
if a person is “cured” of an illness, 
they do not have it anymore
aid n			 
help; assistance
poverty n			 
the state of being very poor
to defer vb			 
if you “defer” an action, you make 
it happen at a later time and not 
immediately 
to devote vb			 
if you “devote” yourself to a cause, 
you spend most of your time on it

1  Pre-reading
Shin Fujiyama is a founder of Students Helping  
Honduras.  
What do you think Shin does to help Honduras? 

2  Reading I
Read the article to check your ideas from the Pre-reading 
exercise. 

3  Reading II
Read the article again and correct the sentences. 
1.	 Shin was sick when he was an adult.
2. 	Shin started his organisation because his 

dad worked there.
3. 	Shin participated in a volunteer 

programme in the US.
4. 	The organisation grew gradually and 

slowly. 
5. 	Shin went to medical school.   

4  Language focus conditionals
Look at the first question in the beginning of the article. 
What type of conditional is this? When do we use this 
conditional?

5  Discussion
1.	 Where else in the world is poverty a 

problem?
2. 	Have you ever raised money for a cause? 

Which one?
3. 	What other volunteer programmes are 

there in your local area/country or the 
world? What do they do? Give examples. 

Lend a Hand

W hat would you do if you had a second 
chance at life? Shin Fujiyama had one. 
And now he’s giving others the same 

opportunity.

Fujiyama says, “I was sick when I was a child, but 
somehow I was cured. I was given a second chance.” 

Now, Shin Fujiyama, 25, is the founder of Students 
Helping Honduras. It’s an organisation that gives aid to 
the Honduran people which he started in 2006. Prior 
to that, he participated in a volunteer programme in 
Honduras and was affected profoundly by the poverty 
that he saw. He said children were sleeping in the 
streets and collecting cans for money. When he came 
back to the United States, he realised he wanted to 
make a change. He saw an opportunity to help others 
get a second chance like he had.

Fujiyama’s organisation began with only two people, 
but grew quickly. His sister, 23, lives in Honduras 
year-round so she can coordinate the project from 
there. Fujiyama deferred his acceptance to medical 
school because he wanted to fully devote himself to 
his organisation. In just two years, Students Helping 
Honduras has given aid, clothes, food and more than 
$750,000 to the people of Honduras.

This sounds like a lot, but Fujiyama wants to do even 
more. He says, “Some people might think that you have 
to be somebody famous or a millionaire or a doctor 
to do something. But we’re just everyday people and 
together we can do so much.”  

Answers on page 45
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Students Helping Honduras raises lots of money.

We all 
deserve 
a second 
chance.
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This is another part in our series of famous 
names with meaning. More next month. 

English language names with real meaning.

Coach (brand name)
A person who trains a 
person or a team in a sport.
“Bela Karolyi is a world famous 
coach who has worked with lots of 
Olympic athletes.”

The Clash (British punk band)
When people “clash”, they 
don’t get on well and 
often fight or argue.
“Their first date was their last 
because they totally clashed.”

Donna Summer (American singer/songwriter)
“Summer” is the season 
between spring and autumn.
“My family and I always take our 
holidays in the summer.”

The Beach Boys (American rock band)
The “beach” is an area with 
sand beside the sea. “Boys” 
are young men.
“The beaches in southern France 
are absolutely lovely in September.”

Culture Club (British pop band)
A “culture” is the socially transmitted values and 
behaviours of a group of people. A “club” is an organisation 
that a group of people belong to.
“In some cultures, you have to remove your shoes before going into a house.”

How moody are you?Story
Time
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Honesty
Teacher: 	 What excuse 

have you got 
for being late 
to school?

John: 	 (breathlessly) 
Well, I ran 
so fast that I 
didn’t have time to think of one.

Thief for a Thief
Miranda: 	You know, 

dear, I noticed 
something very 
strange this 
morning.

Geoff: 	 Oh, what?
Miranda: 	Well, our new 

cleaner stole 
two of our 
towels. What a crook!

Geoff: 	 Which towels?
Miranda: 	The ones we stole from the 

hotel in Miami Beach.

America’s Discoverer
Teacher: 	 George, go to the map and find 

North America.
George: 	 Here it is!
Teacher: 	 Correct. Now, class, who 

discovered America?
Class: 	 George! 

the name game 

Englishman & U
S w

o
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track

Jokes, anecdotes and stories 
as told by native English 

speakers.

GLOSSARY
an excuse n			 
a reason someone gives to explain 
why something has or hasn’t 
happened
to notice vb			 
to see / become aware of something
to steal vb		
to take something without 
permission and without the 
intention of returning it
a crook n informal	
a criminal; a dishonest person

I’m hot 
stuff.
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Results   
If you answered…

mostly a’s
The ultimate sulky soul 
Wow, you need to control your 
moods more. You’re making 
your life more difficult than it 
needs to be. 

mostly b’s
The sensitive one
Don’t let things get you down. 
You’re letting external factors 
affect you too much. 

mostly c’s
The mature one
You’re very philosophical about 
your moods and how to react 
to them. Well done! 

mostly d’s
The dreamer
Wow, you’re a happy-go-lucky 
soul and an inspiration to 
everyone around you.  

How moody are you?

1  It’s Monday morning... AGAIN! What’s your 
reaction to starting the week?

a.	 It’s so unfair! 
b. 	You’re already waiting for Friday.
c. 	 It’s not the end of the world, but of course, 

you prefer the weekends. 
d. 	You can’t wait to get started.

2 	 Your boss tells you that you’re not 
performing to her satisfaction. How do you 
react? 

a.	 You storm out and tell yourself that you need 
a better job. 

b. 	You’re disappointed and your motivation 
suffers for the rest of the day.

c. 	 You take the criticism well because it’s an 
important learning process. 

d. 	You LOVE feedback from anyone – your boss, 
colleagues, even friends. 

3  You’re not in a great mood. How do you 
treat those around you?

a. 	It’s best to avoid you. You’re a bomb waiting 
to explode.

b.	 You crawl into a dark corner and hope 
nobody finds you – you want to be left  
alone. 

c. 	 You politely warn people that today’s not 
your day, but that tomorrow will be better.

d. 	Not in great mood? Never!  

4 	Your colleague is promoted when you’ve 
been working harder and longer in the 
same position. What do you do?

a.	 You walk round the office in a rage for the 
rest of the day.

b. 	You feel completely betrayed.
c. 	 You accept and respect your boss’s decision.  
d. 	You congratulate your colleague and feel 

happy for her.   
   

5 	 Your brother gets more presents than you 
for his birthday. How do you feel?

a. 	Furious. 
b. 	Neglected. You think your parents love him 

more than you.
c. 	 Not surprised; he’s younger than you. 
d. 	Great. After all, you did buy most of them! 

How moody are you? Are you similar to a sulky teenager? Or are you 
more happy-go-lucky? Take this quiz to find out! 

GLOSSARY
sulky adj informal	
if someone is “sulky”, they are angry 
about something		
happy-go-lucky adj	
if you are “happy-go-lucky”, you 
enjoy life and do not worry about 
the future		
to perform vb		
the way you are “performing” at work 
is how well you are doing
to storm out exp		
if someone “storms out” of a place, 
they leave that place quickly and 
angrily
disappointed adj		
if you feel “disappointed”, you are sad 
because something is not as good as 
you hoped
feedback n		
criticism from someone else that can 
be positive, negative or useful
a bomb n		
a device that explodes and destroys 
a large area
to crawl into a corner exp	
if you “crawl into a corner”, you find 
somewhere quiet to be alone. Literally, 
if you “crawl”, you move along the floor 
/ ground on your arms and legs	
politely adv		
respectfully; with good manners and 
socially correct behaviour
to warn vb		
to tell someone about a danger
in a rage exp		
to be very angry or upset about 
something
betrayed adj		
if you “betray” someone who trusts 
you, you do something against them
to get you down exp	
if something “gets you down”, it 
makes you sad/depressed/upset
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I’m a sulky 
adult.



1  Match the words 
Match the words below to the pictures. 
1.	 a tent  
2.	 a forest  
3.	 a campfire  
4.	 a backpack/a rucksack  
5.	 a log  
6.	 a torch (“flashlight” in US English)  
7.	 a sleeping bag  
8.	 a tent peg  
9.	 a cabin  
10.	a campsite   

2  Wordsearch
Now find these words in the wordsearch. 
 
	 ring	

3  Guess the word
Think of ways to describe these camping words. See if your 
partner can guess the word from the list based on your clues.
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UsefulVocabulary
This is another part in our section on useful vocabulary.  

This month: camping.  Answers on page 45  

h

f
i

e

b
g

c

j

a

campfire backpack

log torch

sleeping bag tent peg

campsitecabin

c d

tent forest

it's a place 
where you can 

go camping 
that has lots 
of trees and 
animals living 

in it.

A forest!
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UsefulVerbs & Expressions 
This is another part in our Section on useful verbs and expressions. 

This month: camping. 

To build a f ire 
To make a f ire from materials such as 

wood and sticks.

To catch f ish 
To use a f ishing rod and / or line to get 

f ish.

“If we 
want to 

eat dinner, 
we should 
probably 
build a 

f ire f irst.” 

“My mum and 
I caught 

seven f ish in 
three hours 
down at the 

lake.”

To pitch a tent 
To assemble a tent.

To go on a hike
To go for a long walk in the country.

“We plan to go 
on a hike in Fisher 

Canyon.”

“The f irst 
thing we 
did when 
we got 
to the 

campsite 
was pitch 
our tent.”

“My friends and I left home in the morning because 
we wanted to set up camp before dark.”

To set up camp
If you “set up camp”, you organise your 
campsite by putting your tent, supplies 

and food in order.

To roast marshmallows
To cook marshmallows over a f ire.

“Sean loves to roast 
marshmallows when we 

go camping.”
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Teen television programmes that helped us grow up.

GLOSSARY
loosely adv			 
not exactly
a nerd n			 
someone who is considered 
different from the rest and who 
may be obsessed with intellectual 
or electronic things
an over-achiever n		
someone who is very successful in 
their studies and/or work
gossip n			 
conversation about other people’s 
private lives
a principal n			 
the person in charge of a school or 
college
a spin-off n			 
a television show starring one or 
more of the characters from an 
earlier show
wealthy adj			 
rich; with a lot of money
prep school n US English	
a private secondary school for 
students who intend to go to 
university
to reveal vb			 
if you “reveal” a secret, you tell 
people about it
plenty of exp			 
a lot of
wonder n			 
a feeling of surprise, amusement 
and curiosity
turbulent adj			
a “turbulent” time is one with a lot 
of change and confusion
annoying adj			 
irritating; if something or someone 
is “annoying”, they make you feel 
angry 
poignant adj			 
something “poignant” makes you 
feel sad because it reminds you of 
the past or about something you 
wish had / hadn’t happened 
to launch vb			 
if a career is “launched”, it starts
a cult classic exp		
a film or television show that is 
very popular among a particular 
group of people
coming of age adj		
a “coming of age” story is about the 
process of growing up and going 
from being a child to an adult
a clique n			 
a group of people who spend a 
lot of time together and who are 
unfriendly to everyone else
detention n		
a punishment for schoolchildren 
stay at school after it has finished
a diaper n			 
clothing for a baby’s bottom worn 
while he/she learns how to go to 
the toilet
for the long haul exp	
for a long period of time
4th of July n	
a holiday in the US celebrating the 
country’s independence
a yard n	
land next to someone’s house 
where they grow flowers or other 
plants

Saved by the Bell  
(1989-1993)
This series is about the 
high school adventures 
of Zack Morris (played 
by Mark-Paul Gosselaar) 
and his friends. It was 
loosely based on the 
1985 film The Breakfast 
Club*. Each character is 
a stereotype: AC Slater 
is the athlete; Screech is 
the nerd; Kelly is the All-
American cheerleader; 
Jessie is the studious 
over-achiever; and Lisa 
is the fashionable girl 
who loves to gossip. 
The principal was Mr 
Belding and he was the 
authority figure who 
helped the students 
with their problems. 
The series had two 
spin-offs: Saved by the 
Bell: The College Years 
(which was about Zack, 
AC Slater, Kelly and 
Screech’s experiences at 
the fictional university 
Cal U); and Saved by the 
Bell: The New Class that 
ran from 1993-2000. It 
featured completely 
new students, but 
Screech and Mr Belding 
continued on the show. 
It was created by Sam 
Bobrick and produced 
by Peter Engel.

Gossip Girl   
(2007-present)
This programme is 
based on a book series 
by Cecily von Ziegesar. 
It’s about the lives of 
wealthy teenagers 
who go to an elite prep 
school in New York 
City’s Upper East Side*. 
The show is narrated 
by the anonymous 
“gossip girl” who knows 
secrets about everyone 
at the school and she 
(or he) reveals them 
on the internet at the 
worst moments. The 
main characters are 
best friends Serena 
van der Woodsen and 
Blair Waldorf. They 
get into plenty of 
trouble along with their 
group of friends Nate 
Archibald, Chuck Bass 
and Dan Humphrey. 
The characters on this 
controversial show 
have to deal with drugs, 
divorce and death.

The Upper East 
Side
A neighbourhood in 
Manhattan in New York 
City, between the East 
River and Central Park. 
Property is very expensive 
there. The average cost for 
a townhouse is about $75 
million and the average 
penthouse is about $100 
million.

The Wonder 
Years    
(1988-1993)
This insightful “dramedy” 
(a combination of drama 
and comedy) was about 
growing up in the 
United States during the 
turbulent 1960s-1970s. 
The show is about the 
life of Kevin Arnold. He 
lives in a quiet suburb 
in an average-sized 
American town. He 
has an annoying 
older brother Wayne, 
a nerdy but lovable 
best friend Paul, and his 
girlfriend, Winnie. Kevin 
narrates the show as an 
adult and reflects on 
his adolescence. The 
show is famous for its 
witty script and for its 
poignant observations. 
It was created by Carol 
Black and Neal Marlens.

Greatest  
Quote from  
The Wonder Years
“One day you’re in 
diapers, the next day 
you’re gone, but the 
memories of childhood 
stay with you for the 
long haul. I remember a 
time, a place, a particular 
Fourth of July, the things 
that happened in that 
decade of war and change. 
I remember a house like a 
lot of houses, a yard like 
a lot of yards, on a street 
like a lot of other streets. I 
remember how hard it was 
growing up among people 
and places I loved. Most of 
all, I remember how hard it 
was to leave. And the thing 
is, after all these years, I still 
look back in wonder.”

What do you remember about your teen years? Perhaps these 
programmes will bring back a few memories.

The 
Breakfast 
Club (1985)
This film was 
directed by John 
Hughes. It helped 
launch the careers 
of many famous 
actors of the 
1980s including 
Molly Ringwald, 
Judd Nelson and 
Ally Sheedy. The 
Breakfast Club is 
a cult classic 
and is considered 
by many to be 
the ultimate high 
school coming 
of age story. It’s 
about 5 students in 
different cliques 
who have to 
spend the whole 
day together in 
detention. In 
only one day, they 
get to know each 
other and realise 
they have more in 
common than they 
thought.
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The City

Englishwomen
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track

a hotel

a traffic jam

the 
underground

traffic lights

a  skyscraper

a sign

a restaurant

an alley

a museum

a building

a pub

a theatre

Useful expressions 

What you say 
	 Where can I find 

a bus timetable, 
please?

	 Can you 
recommend any 
good hotels? 

	 How do I get to the city centre?
	 Is there public parking near the 

museum?
	 Have you got 

a map of the 
subway?

	 Where’s the 
best place to 
go shopping for 
clothes?

	 What are the main tourist attractions? 

What you hear 
	 There’s a new art exhibition this 

Sunday.
	 There’s a street 

festival all next 
week. 

	 There’s a new 
Thai restaurant 
that’s just 
opened.

	 The best way to get to the centre 
from here is to take bus 64.

	 Most of the museums are in the 
centre of the town. 

Listen and repeat 
these expressions. 

The City 
Now listen to this dialogue. 
In this conversation, 
Natalie visits a tourist 
office in New York City.

Tourist information:	 Hi, how can I help you? 
Natalie:			   Hi. I’ve just got in and I was 

wondering if you could recommend 
anything to see.  	

Tourist information: 	 Well, if you like art, you really should 
go to The Metropolitan Art Museum 
– the MOMA. 

Natalie:			   OK. I’ve heard of that. 
Tourist information: 	 And then there’s the Empire State 

Building. You can go to the top of 
that and get a great view of the city.

Natalie:			   What about eating out?  
Tourist information: 	 Well, you really should try some of 

New York City’s restaurants. There’s one I really like that 
serves gourmet hamburgers on 5th Avenue.

Natalie:			   That sounds good. What about a Broadway show? I’ve 
heard so much about Broadway and I’d love to see a 
show there. 

Tourism worker: 	 Well, the musical Wicked is playing. 
Also, Chicago and Fiddler on the Roof 
are quite popular. 

Natalie:			   What about nightlife? I’m really into 
alternative music. 

Tourism worker: 	 Oh... well, New York City has some 
great clubs. You’d probably like CBGB. It’s a punk/
alternative bar on Bleecker Street. Blondie and The 
Talking Heads both performed there before getting 
really famous.

Natalie:			   OK, well, thanks for your suggestions. Very useful. 
Tourism worker: 	 You’re welcome. Have fun! And stay safe! 

Basic & SOCial English 
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Functional Language  

Useful language  
for successful 
communication.

US high schools exposed.
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Meeting someone for the first time

Meeting someone again

Dialogue
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This month: introducing yourself.

In this dialogue, Josh and Kelly are 
meeting for the first time.

	Hi.
	Hello.
	Hiya. (informal)
	Hey. (informal)
	A:	Hi, my name is Eric. What’s 
your name?

	B: 	Miranda. How’s it going?

	A:	 I’m sorry, I didn’t catch your name. 
What was it?

	B: 	It’s Cindy. Nice to meet you.
	A:	Nice to meet you, too.

	A:	Hi, how’s it been going?
	B:	Oh, not bad at all. And you?

	A:	So, what have you been up to?
	B:	Oh, not much. Just working and travelling.

	A:	Hi, I believe we met last week at the luncheon. Sarah, 	
	 right?

	B:	Yes, and you’re… Bill? It’s good to see you again.

Josh:	 Hi.
Kelly:	 Hi, I’m Kelly. What’s your name?
Josh:	 I’m Josh. Nice to meet 

you. 
Kelly:	 Nice to meet you too.
Josh:	 So, are you new to the 

company?
Kelly:	 No, I’ve been working 

here for more than 
a year. I work upstairs in 
the accounts department. 
Where do you work?

Josh:	 Well, I work on the ground 
floor.

Kelly:	 Oh, OK. 
Josh:	 So, where are you from?
Kelly:	 I’m from right here in Seattle. And you?
Josh:		 Actually, I’m from Brighton, England, but I’ve been 

living in Seattle and working here for nearly eight 
years.

Kelly:		 It’s strange that we’ve both worked here more 
than a year and have never met.

Josh:	 I know! Well, it’s nice to finally meet you. 
Kelly:	 You too. I hope we see each other again soon.
Josh:	 Yeah, me too. Have a great afternoon.
Kelly:	 Thanks. Likewise. Bye. 

reaks and Geeks takes place at McKinley 
High School in Michigan in the United 
States around the year 1980. It centres 
on 15-year-old Lindsay Weir and her 
family and experiences. She’s very 
clever, but tired of spending time with 

her “intelligent” friends. She’s also upset by 
the recent death of her grandmother and 
feels really lost. However, she seems to find 
comfort by associating with the school’s 
burnouts (the “Freaks”) – the rebellious, 
naughty students who don’t care about 
school. These students include Daniel 
(James Franco), Nick (Jason Segel) and 
Ken (Seth Rogen). Lindsay has a younger 
brother Sam who is obsessed with Star 
Wars and has a crush on a cheerleader. 
He hangs out with the “Geeks” and nerds 
– the science-fiction-loving, socially-
awkward, brainy students. 

The episodes are funny but they have a 
serious side to them too. In one episode, 
Lindsay’s parents go out of town and 
her new friends convince her to have a 
party. She tells her 14-year-old brother 
not to say anything to her parents, but 
he’s worried about having alcohol in their 
house. So, he buys non-alcoholic beer. The 
people at the party drink it and believe 
they are drunk. Lindsay is constantly 
worried that things in her house are being 
destroyed and has the least fun out of 
everyone. But, as a result of the party, she 
gains acceptance from her new friends. 

All of the characters have to deal with 
the problems of growing up. They have 
to fight off bullies, talk to unfair teachers 
and not get too embarrassed by their 
out-of-touch parents. They also try to 
get to know themselves and figure out 
where they belong in the world. The show 
has been praised for its brutal honesty 
and realistic characters. As one critic said, 
“Finally, here’s a show that tells the truth 
about high school.” 

What do you think of when 
you hear the term “American 
high school”? The film Grease? 
Gangs of teenagers? Fast cars? 
American football players? 
Cheerleaders? That’s the 
stereotypical image. But what’s 
it really like? A popular US TV 
show, Freaks and Geeks, 
thinks it has the answer. 

GLOSSARY
a cheerleader n	
a girl (usually) who dances and 
sings at sports events as a way of 
motivating the team and fans
a freak n		
someone whose behaviour is 
different from that of the majority. 
They have alternative, unpopular 
opinions that aren't accepted by 
the majority
a geek n	
someone who is considered 
different from the rest and who 
may be obsessed with intellectual 
or electronic things 
upset adj 		
sad and angry 
a burnout n US		
a student who doesn’t take 
studying seriously and who may 
get into trouble at school 
to have a crush on exp	
to be in love with someone, but 
not be in a relationship with that 
person
to hang out with exp	
to spend time with 
a socially-awkward person exp 	
someone who doesn’t feel 
comfortable in social situations 
brainy adj		
intelligent
to deal with exp		
to give your attention to a problem 
or a situation	
a bully n			 
a person who uses their strength/
power/position to hurt or frighten 
other people
out-of-touch adj		
if someone is “out of touch”, they 
are not aware of things that have 
happened recently
to figure out phr vb	
to understand 
to praise vb		
to say good things about 
something; to give a positive 
review of something 
a portrayal of exp 		
the way that something is shown 
on television/film, etc. 

Freaks and 
Geeks
Freaks and Geeks was 
created by Paul Feig. 
Judd Apatow was the 
executive producer. 
Apatow has produced 
a number of films that 
have been incredibly 
popular in the United 
States, including 
Anchorman: The Legend 
of Ron Burgundy (2004), 
The 40-year-old Virgin 
(2005) and Knocked Up 
(2007). Freaks and Geeks 
was only on for one 
season from 1999-2000. 
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Dr Fingers’ 
Error Correction Clinic
In this section, Dr Fingers identifies 
and corrects typical errors. 

1  Pre-listening   
What are the typical things parents and children fight about? Make a list.

2  Listening I
Listen once and tick off any ideas from the Pre-listening exercise. 

3  Listening II
Listen again and answer the questions.
1.	 What does George’s mum find under his bed? 
2. 	What’s the problem with George’s pyjamas?
3. 	What is George reading at school?
4. 	Why does George’s mum say she’ll phone Simon’s mum?
5. 	What’s for dinner? 

4  Language focus spoken English
“Gonna”
Which two words are combined to make “gonna”? 
 

5  Discussion
1.	 What do you remember from your teenage years? 

For example, school experience/friends, etc? 
2. 	What was “unfair” for you when you were a teen?
3. 	What’s the worst/best part of being a teenager? 

7
track

US woman & Eng
lishm

an 8
track

Answers on page 45

1  Activity  
Read the sentences, find the errors and correct the sentences.  
Then listen to the CD to check your answers. Good luck! 

1. 	There has been many problems with it.

	

2. 	Suddenly, it was a loud crash outside.

3. 	Last night, we driven thirty kilometres.

4. 	I asked to him why he was late.

5. 	Hello, Alan is come to see you.

6. 	Please, shut to the door when you leave.

Answers on page 45

There have been many problems with it.

An argument between a parent and  
a teenager.

It’s my 
hormones 
speaking, 

mum. 
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grammar FUN 

The section that makes grammar  
easy, interesting, and fun.

1  Exercise  
Choose the correct answer. 
1.	 Is there any parking/car park round here?
2. 	There are 47 countries/counties in Europe.
3. 	Camping/campsite is a cheap alternative if you want to go on 

holiday.
4. 	 They made me pay 10 euros at the parking/car park.
5. 	We got lost on the way to the camping/campsite.
Answers on page 45

To “camp out” is a phrasal verb related to camping. 
To “camp out” means the same as “to camp”.
For example, “It’s a beautiful evening. Why don’t  
we camp out tonight?”
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e
s This month, we’re looking at more  

easily-confused words.  

1.	 “Camping” versus “campsite”
a)	 “Camping” is a noun that refers to the activity: 

“Camping is so much fun!” 
b)	 “To camp” is the verb: “We’re going to camp in a 

field outside the village.” 
c)	 A “campsite” is the place where you go camping: 

“Are there any good campsites near your city?”

2. 	 “Parking” versus “car park”
a)	 “Parking” is the noun that refers to the activity: 

“Parking is always difficult in the town centre.”
b)	 “To park” is the verb: 
“I hate parking – my car is too big!”
c)	 A “car park” is the place where you park a car: 

“There aren’t any spaces left in the car park.”  

3. 	 “Country” versus “county”
a)	 A “country” is one of the political units that the 

world is divided into (France, Italy, etc.): “How many 
countries have you visited in your lifetime?"

b)	 A “county” is a region within a country that includes 
cities, towns, villages, areas of countryside, etc.: 
“Kent is a county in the south of England. It is close 
to London.”

easily-confused 
words
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I think I 
heard a 

bear. 
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Real language in action. 

1  Exercises
Read the dialogue and answer these questions.
1.	 Who told Dorothy not to give away her 

slippers?
2. 	What is Dorothy’s dog’s name?
3. 	What happened to Dorothy's dog?

2  Definitions
Try to figure out the definitions for each 
bolded word in the above dialogue.
1.	 an unexpected pleasure
	 a. a bad surprise b. a good surprise
2. 	to give back
	 a. to return b. to take away
3.	 drown
	 a. to kill by putting in water 

b. to throw something in the street
4.  to see reason
	 a.  to watch something 
	 b.  to understand 
5.	 alive
	 a. living b. angry
6.	 to get away
	 a. to take something b. to escape

The Wizard of Oz is the 
adventurous tale of a young 
girl, Dorothy, from Kansas. 
Dorothy goes on an unusual 
journey and has strange 
adventures. But she realises in 
the end that there is no place 
like home. Dorothy is played 

by legendary singer Judy Garland. The film is 
directed by Victor Fleming and is an adaptation 
from the children’s book The Wonderful Wizard 
of Oz by Frank L. Baum.

Film / TV Scripts 

The script

Answers on page 45

In this scene, the Wicked Witch has kidnapped Dorothy’s dog, Toto, but is 
willing to exchange the dog for Dorothy’s magical slippers. 

Wicked Witch:	 And you, my 
dear, what an 
1) unexpected 
pleasure. It’s so kind 
of you to visit me in 
my loneliness. 

Dorothy:		  What are you gonna 
do with my dog? 
Give him back to me. 

Wicked Witch: 	 All in good time, my little pretty. All in good time. 
Dorothy: 		  Oh, please 2) give me back my dog. 
Wicked Witch: 	 Certainly, certainly, when you give me those slippers. 
Dorothy: 	 	 But the Good Witch 

of the North told me 
not to. 

Wicked Witch: 	 Very well. [To her 
winged-monkey 
captain] Throw that 
basket in the river and 
3) drown him. 

Dorothy: 		  No, no! Here, you can 
have your old slippers, but give me back Toto! 

Wicked Witch: 	 That’s a good little girl. I knew you’d 4) see reason. 
			   [The Wicked Witch is electrocuted when she tries to 

take the slippers] 
Dorothy: 		  Oh, I’m sorry! I didn’t do it! Can I still have my dog? 
Wicked Witch: 	 No! Fool that I am. I should’ve remembered. Those 

slippers will never come off, as long as you’re 5) 
alive. But that’s not what’s worrying me. It’s how 
to do it. These things must be done delicately, or  
you hurt the spell. 

			   [Toto leaps out from the basket and runs out the 
door] 

Dorothy: 		  Run, Toto, run! 
Wicked Witch: 	 Catch him, you fool! 
			   [Toto escapes] 
Dorothy: 		  He 6) got away! He got away! 
Wicked Witch: 	 Ooh, which is more than you will. Drat you and your 

dog! You’ve been more 
trouble to me than you’re 
worth, one way or another, 
but it’ll soon be over now. 
Do you see that? [She holds 
up a large hourglass timer.] 
That’s how much longer 
you've got to be alive. And 
it isn’t long, my pretty. It isn’t 
long. I can’t wait forever to 
get those shoes. 

I hope it 
doesn’t 

rain!

GLOSSARY
legendary adj		
if someone or something is 
“legendary”, they are very famous and 
lots of stories are told about them
willing adj		
if someone is “willing” to do 
something, they agree to do it
a spell n			 
an object or power that one uses to 
cause evil events
drat exp inform	
used for emphasis to show 
annoyance
trouble n			 
problems or difficulties
an hourglass n		
a device used to measure an hour
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Consensual Living

“B ecause I said so” may no longer be a 
valid argument. In the past, a parent’s 
word was considered the law. But now, 

there’s a modern method of parenting that gives 
equal control to children and parents.

This type of parenting is called “Consensual Living”. It was developed in 
2006 and has many hundreds of followers. The idea behind Consensual 
Living is that each family member’s opinions and needs are valuable 
and worthy of respect. In a “Consensual Living” household, everyone is 
accountable and everyone has to make sacrifices. It’s all about finding 
mutually agreed upon solutions. Everyone’s opinion matters, regardless of 
age.

The rules of Consensual Living apply to both children and adults. For 
example, the phrase “have to” doesn’t exist in a Consensual Living 
household. According to this philosophy, children shouldn’t “have to” go 
to bed at 9 o’clock or “have to” obey rules they don’t understand. Instead, 
children should go to bed when they’re tired, eat when they’re hungry and 
disagree when they think it’s necessary... just like 
adults.

Consensual Living, according to its developers, 
opens the doors of communication within 
a family. The freedom of choice makes each 
member accountable for their actions. 
Consensual Living advocate Patricia Goldfield 
says, “Consensual Living can be used with any 
relationship, even those outside the family. It can 
mend relationships, including the ones that have 
been historically adversarial.”

Consensual Living creates an atmosphere where 
children and adults can speak freely. But what 
kind of people will these children grow up to be? 
Have we moved on from the idea that children 
should be seen and not heard? 

Equality for all family members.

GLOSSARY
a household n		
all the people in a family or group 
who live together in a house
accountable adj		
if you are “accountable” for 
something, you are responsible for it 
a solution n			 
the “solution” to a problem is the 
answer to it
to disagree vb	
if someone “disagrees” with an 
action, they do not accept it and 
believe it is wrong
to open the door exp		
if someone or something “opens 
the door” to a new idea or situation, 
they make it possible
adversarial adj		
if something is “adversarial”, it 
involves two people or groups that 
oppose each other
to move on from phr vb		
to progress; to advance 
to voice vb			 
if you “voice” your opinion, you give it

1  Pre-reading 
Read the title and subtitle; “Consensual Living” / “Equality for all 
family members”. What do you think that means?

2  Reading I
Read the article to check your ideas from the Pre-reading exercise.

3  Reading II
Read the article again and answer the questions.
1.	 According to the article, how were children 

treated in the past?  
2. 	What is the main philosophy of the method? 

Use the following prompts to help you:

4  Language focus “have to”
Underline the correct words to complete the rule about “have to”. 
“Have to” is used to talk about obligations / 
recommendations.

5  Discussion
1.	 What do you think about the concept of 

Consensual Living?  Do you think it could work? 
Would it work in your family? Why? Why not?

2. 	 Is communication important in a family? Why? 
Why not?

Answers on page 45

sacrifices

solutions

communication

rules 

Consensual 
Living
“Consensual Living” 
is a philosophy that 
gives equal rights 
to all members of 
a household.  The 
needs and opinions of 
each member of the 
household are taken 
into consideration when 
problems occur.  It is a 
democratic process that 
allows all members of 
a family to voice their 
views, regardless of age.

We’re all in 
agreement. 

They all agree 
with me. 
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Make it Funny? 

The entertainment industry is seeing a number of 
changes during the tough economic times. But 
which way are things going? 

One filmmaker says he has changed his style because of 
the recession. Lars von Trier is best known for his dark 
and gritty filmmaking and for creating Dogme 95*. But 
now, von Trier and his team are changing their style. One 
of his latest initiatives is Advance Party – a collective of 
Scottish, Danish and Irish production companies. Advance 
Party has established a new set of rules for artistic projects. 
The manifesto stipulates that no budget should exceed 
€1.5 million; no script should run longer than 88 pages or 
feature more than eight characters; and every film should 
be shot within an eight-mile radius. And finally, “stories 
must make the audience laugh, make them cry and give 
them an uplifting ending.”

Theatre directors and television executives are also 
responding to the credit crunch. London’s West End is 
reviving old favourites such as Oscar Wilde’s The Importance 
of Being Earnest and Shakespeare’s As You Like It because 
they believe in “the feel good phenomenon”. And in the 
US, funny man Jay Leno is moving his late-night show from 
11:30 to 10:00. He says that from 10-11pm, every network 
shows mystery crime programmes, and he feels that 
America needs more variety. These trends are very similar 
to those that occurred during the 1930s when the US was 
going through The Great Depression. 

But not everyone thinks we’ll be looking to light 
entertainment because of the bad times. Clare Binns, the 
director of programming of City Screen (one of the largest 
cinema chains in the UK) says, “Smaller, tougher films 
such as I’ve Loved You So Long and Gomorrah have done 
extremely well. People don’t just want to see feel-good 
films, they want to see quality; they want to get out and be 
with other people and have a common experience with 
them. When times are bad, you want to be out there, and, 
as long as we continue to offer the films, I’m not worried 
about the downturn at all.” 

So, what will you be doing to forget about the recession? 

GLOSSARY
tough adj			 
difficult
a recession n		
a period of time when the 
economy is bad
to stipulate vb		
to say clearly that something 
should be done
to run vb			 
if something “runs” for a period of 
time, it lasts that long
an uplifting ending n		
a happy and inspirational way for a 
film to finish
a credit crunch n	
a bad economic situation. Literally, 
the drastic reduction in the 
availability of credit, which can 
lead to less money in circulation
a feel good phenomenon exp	
a “feel good” phenomenon is 
one that makes other people feel 
optimistic and happy
to go through phr vb		
if someone “goes through” a period 
of their life, they experience it
a downturn n		
if there is a “downturn” in a 
company or an industry, it 
becomes worse or less successful 
than it had been previously

1  Pre-reading 
How do you think the recession is changing the 
entertainment 
industry?  
Give examples.

2  Reading I
Read the article to 
check your ideas 
from the Pre-reading 
exercise. 

3  Reading II
Read the article again and answer the questions. 
1.	 Who is Lars 

von Trier? 
2. 	What is the 

Advance 
Party?

3. 	What are the 
Advance Party 
rules? (There are 5)

4. 	Why has Jay Leno 
changed the time 
of his programme? 

5. 	How is the credit crunch 
affecting more serious films? 

4  Language focus: 
film vocabulary 
Circle all the words related to film.  
For example, “script”.
Make a sentence with each word. 

5  Discussion
1.	 How is the recession affecting 

entertainment in your country? 
2. 	Do you like feel-good films or do 

you prefer to watch more realistic 
films? Why?

3. 	What was the last feel-good film 
you saw? What was it about? Did 
you like it? Why? Why not?

Dogme 95
Dogme 95 is a 
filmmaking movement 
that began with 
directors Soren Kragh 
Jacobsen, Kristian 
Levring, Lars von Trier 
and Thomas Vinterberg 
in Copenhagen. The 
rules of Dogme stated 
that directors should 
shoot on location, use a 
hand-held camera, film 
without special lighting 
or filters and use only 
sounds and images 
available on location.

Answers on page 45

The entertainment industry reacts to the crisis.

examples

reading Ii 

I’m not 
laughing.



     

1  Exercise  
match the words (1 to 10) to the photos 
( A  - J ). Write a letter next to the name of 
each thing from the list below. Answers on page 45

1.		 an eyebrow  
2.		 a bone  
3.		 a toad  
4.		 the alphabet  
5.		 jelly  
6.		 a kangaroo   
7.		 a tail  
8.		 feet  
9.		 eyes  
10.		 a cigarette  

This is another part in our 
mini-series on strange facts. 
Whoever thought the world 
was so extraordinary?  
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Lithium 
is the 
lightest 

metal.

There are 450 hairs in an 
average eyebrow. 

Twenty-five 
percent of 
our bones 
are in our 
feet.

Alexander 
Graham Bell’s 
wife and 
mother were 
both deaf.

Americans 
on average 
eat 18 acres of 
pizza every day.

The most common 
letters in the English 
alphabet are R, S, T, L, N 
and E.

A kangaroo can’t jump 
unless its tail is touching 
the ground.

In 1971, 
cigarette 
ads were 
banned 
from 
television 
in the US. 

Texas horned toads can 
shoot blood out of the 
corners of their eyes.

The sound 
of ET 
walking 
was 
made by 
someone squishing 
their hands in jelly.

A cluster of bananas 
is called a “hand” and 

consists of 10 to 
20 bananas, 
which 
are each 
known as 
“fingers”.

The first audio CD 
manufactured in 
the US was Bruce 

Springsteen’s “Born 
in The USA”.

Cats sleep 
up to 
eighteen 
hours a 
day, but 

never quite as deeply 
as humans. Instead, they 
fall asleep quickly and 
wake up intermittently 
to check to see if their 
environment is still safe. 

GLOSSARY		
lightest adj			 
if something is “light”, it does not 
weigh much
an eyebrow n			
the hair that grows above the eyes
deaf adj			 
someone who is “deaf” is unable to 
hear or is unable to hear very well
an acre n			 
an area of land that measures 4047 
square meters
to ban vb			 
to prohibit; to officially say that 
something is not permitted
horned adj			 
animals that have horns – (hard 
pointed things that grow from their 
heads)
to shoot vb			 
if something “shoots” blood, the 
blood comes out quickly from it
to squish vb			 
if you “squish” a substance, you apply 
pressure to it
jelly n			 
transparent, and coloured food eaten 
as a dessert
a cluster n		
people/things that are close 
together
deeply adv			 
if you are sleeping “deeply”, it is 
difficult to wake you
intermittently adv		
occasionally; not continuously 
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Question

Dear “Grateful Greg”,
I would be delighted to 
help. You’re right, “hear” and 
“listen” are confusing. First, 
let’s start with “hear.”

1. “HEAR”
If you “hear” something, you 
notice the sound that it 
makes.  
For example:
a)	 Last night, I heard a strange 

noise.
b)	 As you get older, it becomes 

more difficult to hear.

REMEMBER! 
We don’t normally use “to 
hear” in the continuous form.

2. “LISTEN”
If you “listen” to something, 
you actively pay attention 
to it in order to hear what is 
being said, etc.  
For example:
a)	 I often listen to the radio on 

Sundays.
b)	 Listen to what he’s telling 

you! You might learn 
something. 

REMEMBER! 
We “listen to” something / 
someone. Compare the two 
sentences below.
a) I listened to the song. 
b) She listened outside the 

door, but she couldn’t hear 
what they were saying.

Compare these sentences. 
What is the difference? It’s 
very subtle. 
a) 	 Did you hear the music 

from the concert in the park 
yesterday? 

b) 	Did you listen to the music 
from the concert in the park 
yesterday?

a) 	 An audience gathered to 
hear the politician. 

b) 	An audience gathered to 
listen to the politician.  

To recap:
“To hear” = passive / 
without intentional effort.
“To listen” = active / with 
intentional effort.

I hope this clears up the 
confusion, Greg!
Yours Sincerely, 
Dr Fingers.

Dear Dr Fingers,
First, I would like to say how much I liked the Grammar Fun page 
last month. I always used to confuse “watch”, “see” and “look”, but 
after reading the Hot English explanation, I think I understand 
the difference much better. I just had one question related to 
this grammar point – do the same rules apply to “listen” and 
“hear”? I often have difficulty with these two words. 
Yours,
Grateful Greg

Dr Fingers’ Grammar 

California  
Avocado Wraps

Ingredients (makes 4 Servings)
	 200g ranch salad dressing 
	 30g cream cheese
	 4 (25-cm) flour tortillas
	 2 turkey breast slices 
	 2 monterey jack cheese and/or cheddar cheese slices 
	 2 ripe fresh avocados, peeled, thinly sliced
	 2 medium-sized tomatoes, thinly cut 
	 Alfalfa sprouts (optional)

Method  
First, mix the dressing and the 
cream cheese. Then, spread the 
mixture on the tortillas. Next, 
add layers of the turkey, cheese, 
avocados, tomatoes and alfalfa 
sprouts evenly on the tortillas, 
leaving a 3-cm border around 
the edges. Fold the bottom edge 
toward the centre and firmly roll 
the tortilla in the opposite direction 
from you until it’s completely 
wrapped. Finally, slice it into pieces 
so that it makes little circles. Eat and 
enjoy! 

Recipe
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GLOSSARY
ranch dressing n	
a mixture of buttermilk, green 
onion, sour cream, mayonnaise and 
various other herbs and spices
a tortilla n			 
soft, round bread that is often used 
to make tacos and fajitas
a slice n			 
a thin piece of something cut from a 
bigger piece
ripe adj			 
if a fruit is “ripe”, it is fully grown and 
ready to eat
peeled adj			 
if you “peel” food, you remove the 
skin
thinly sliced exp		
if something is “thinly” sliced, it is 
cut in very small pieces, not thick 
pieces
to spread vb			 
if you “spread” A onto B, you put a 
layer of A onto B
a layer n			 
if you add a “layer” of A to B, you put 
A on top of B

I can hear 
you, but 
I’m not 

listening.
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Ten fantastic festivals in the month of July.

Need an excuse
If you love summer festivals,  
you’ve come to the right place.  
Here are our top 10 recommendations  
for this month’s festival season.

Tenjin Matsuri 
“Festival of Fire and 
Water” 

Location: Osaka, Japan
Date(s): 24th and 25th July 
annually
Tenjin Matsuri is the 
world’s largest boat 
festival. The origins of 
the celebration can be 
traced back to a festival 
in the Tenman-gu Shrine 
that began in 951. It 
has been celebrated 
for more than 1,000 
years. The celebration 
includes traditional 
Japanese performing 
arts such as kagura 
music (for the gods) 
and bunraku (theatrical 
performances that use 
puppets). First, there is a 
parade on land featuring 
3,000 people dressed 
in 8th to 12th century 
court style clothing. 
Then, there is a boat 
procession immediately 
after the parade. At 
dusk, the boats are set 
on fire and viewers 
watch the Tenjin 
Matsuri Hono Hanabi 
firework display from 
pavilions. The festival 
closes with an Asaka-
style handclapping 
ceremony when the 
procession returns to 
Tenman Shrine. The 
events are watched by 
more than 1 million 
people each year.

1
Guelaguetza 

Location: Oaxaca, Mexico
Date(s): Final two Mondays 
of July
The festival originated 
in the 16th century as a 
way of asking the gods 
for an abundant harvest. 
The feast of Xilonen, the 
goddess of corn, is on 
16th July and begins the 
celebration. On Sunday, 
the queen of the festival 
is chosen and the 
history of the festival is 
acted out on stage. The 
legend of Donaji, the 
last Zapotec princess, 
is performed on each 
of the Monday nights 
in the Guelaguetza 
Auditorium. Many of the 
festivities take place on 
the hill known as “Cerro 
Fortin.” These "Mondays 
on the Hill" feature 
pageantry, music, 
beauty and deep-rooted 
tradition.

2 Los Sanfermines

Location: Pamplona, Spain
Date(s): 6th – 14th July 
annually
The “Encierro” or 
“Running of the Bulls” 
begins every morning 
at 8 am. The bulls are 
released and run more 
than 800 meters to 
the bullring, where 
they will be used for 
bullfights. The festival 
became popular after 
the publication of 
Hemingway’s novel 
The Sun Also Rises. But 
it isn't the world's 
safest festival. Fourteen 
people have died since 
1924 and over 200 
have been injured.

3

Palio Horse Race

Location: Siena, Italy
Date(s): 2nd July and 16th 
August annually
In Siena, 17 neighbour-
hoods (or districts) 
compete in an epic 
horserace twice a year. 
Because 17 horses 
are too many, only 10 
are selected per race. 
Preparations begin on 
26th April, and each 
neighbourhood stages 
a parade for its patron 
saint leading up to the 
big day. On the evening 
before the race, each 
neighbourhood has a 
banquet to “rehearse” 
their future victory. After 
the horses are blessed, 
50,000 people head to 
the Piazza del Campo 
to watch. Jockeys 
ride bareback for the 
90-second race around 
the Plaza. The winning 
horse brings pride to 
the members of its 
neighbourhood and a 
night-long party ensues.

4
Calgary Stampede

Location: Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada
Date(s): 3rd – 12th July 2009
Catchphrase: “The 
Greatest Outdoor Show 
on Earth”.
If you’re looking for a 
taste of the “Wild West”, 
Calgary is the place to 
go. The festival features 
a competitive rodeo, 
Chuck wagon races 
and multiple stage 
shows. Guy Weadick 
started the tradition 
in 1912, and wanted 
to develop a “Wild 
West” Cowboy Show 
like those he had seen 
in the United States. 
In 1923, the Calgary 
Industrial Exhibition 
combined with the 
Stampede and the first 
Chuck wagon races 
were held. A two-hour 
parade kicks off the10-
day festivities every 
year and is attended by 
about 350,000 people.

5



For private language classes, e-mail classes@hotenglishmagazine.com www.hotenglishgroup.com I 21

fe
sti


v

a
ls

 

GLOSSARY
to trace back phr vb		
if A can be "traced back" to B, A has its 
origins in B
a puppet n			 
a toy that you can move by pulling 
strings
to set something on fire exp
to burn something
firework n			 
a small object lit to entertain people 
on special occasions. It makes loud 
noises and is colourful 
a pavilion n			 
a decorative building in a park or 
garden
pageantry n			 
the formality and colour associated 
with celebrations
epic adj			 
very impressive
to bless vb			 
if you ask for something to be 
“blessed”, you ask the gods to give it 
good fortune
bareback adj			 
to ride a horse without a saddle
a chuck wagon n old		
an old vehicle with provisions and 
cooking supplies that is pulled by 
horses
to kick off phr vb		
if a celebration or event “kicks off”, it 
begins
a stand n			 
a small shop outdoors with a table or 
in a public building
a Berber n			 
a Moslem ethnic group in North 
Africa
a redneck n			 
a term to describe a poor, white 
American from rural areas. The term 
can be used offensively to mean 
ignorant, uncultured, etc.
a belly flop n			 
if you do a “belly flop”, you jump into 
a lake or swimming pool with your 
stomach hitting the water first
to bob vb			 
if you "bob" underwater, you move 
your head up and down in the water
a hubcap n			 
a metal or plastic disk that covers part 
of a tyre on a car
a carload n			 
a “carload” of people or things is as 
many people or things that a car can 
carry
a plague n			 
an infectious disease that spreads 
quickly and kills a lot of people
an airbrush n			 
a tool that sprays paint onto a surface

Need an excuse to party?
Summer Redneck 
Games

Location: East Dublin, GA, USA
Date(s): 11th July
The idea for this festival 
was sparked by an 
insensitive comment 
that the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympic Games would 
be run by “a bunch 
of rednecks.” As a 
response, the crew at 
country music station 
Y-96 decided to create 
their own version of 
the Olympics. So, they 
started the “Summer 
Redneck Games.” 
Events include the 
mud pit belly flop, 
bobbing for pigs feet, 
the hubcap hurl, a 
seed-spitting contest, 
dumpster diving and 
the “armpit serenade”. 
The mascot of the 
event is “L-bow,” a local 
man with no teeth. 
He carries a propane 
torch decorated with 
aluminium from a 
6-pack of Budweiser 
into the field and 
lights the “Ceremonial 
BBQ Grill”. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 
Admission is $5 per 
carload and proceeds 
go to local charities.

8
Gion Matsuri

Location: Kyoto, Japan
Date(s): The whole month of July. 
This festival consists 
of street fairs with 
games and traditional 
Japanese food. The 
festival began after a 
plague raged through 
Kyoto, causing a priest 
to lead a procession 
throughout the town 
to appease the gods. 
After the plague 
ended, the procession 
became a popular 
parade featuring 
enormous floats 
and musicians. The 
highlight of the festival 
is the “Yamahoko 
Junko” parade, which 
goes through central 
Kyoto. 

9

Body Painting 
Festival 

Location: Seeboden, Carinthia, 
Austria
Date(s): 13th -19th July 2009
This is the largest 
festival devoted to 
body painting in the 
world and the first 
of its kind. It was 
created in 1996 by Alex 
Barendregt. It features 
contests in several 
categories such as 
airbrush and sponge. 
The festival attracts 
international musicians 
and performers. Most 
models are painted 
from head to toe and 
only wear underwear. 
There are also artists 
who come from a body 
painting academy who 
give more than 30 
different body painting 
workshops. 
 
So, what are you 
waiting for? Choose 
your favourite festival 
and start celebrating! 

10

Fiesta del Fuego

Location: Santiago, East Coast 
of Cuba
Date(s): 3rd – 9th July 2009
The “Fiesta del Fuego” 
focusses on a different 
Caribbean country each 
year. Musicians from the 
region travel to Santiago 
to perform, and they 
have a week-long street 
party. The party features 
all-night dancing, 
generous amounts of 
rum and traditional 
Cuban bands. The 
celebration also features 
processions with dancers 
and floats, along with 
stands selling food, beer 
and rum.

6

Marrakech Popular 
Arts Festival

Location: El Badi Palace, 
Marrakech, Morocco
Date(s): 11th – 15th July 
annually
Marrakech, Morocco’s 
second largest city, hosts 
an annual music and arts 
festival. Outdoor venues 
and the courtyards 
of El Badi Palace host 
traditional folk music 
performances from 
all over the country. 
Berber musicians from 
the north and music of 
the “Southern Gnaouas” 
come together to create 
a celebration reflective 
of Morocco’s rich and 
diverse history. Don’t 
miss the “Fantasia”, a 
horse riding show held 
every evening just 
outside the city limits.

7
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Two great summer festivals.

It’s Party Time! 
Glastonbury 

From 24th June - 28th June, more 
than 150,000 people travelled to 
Pilton, England. Festival goers arrived 
at Worthy Farm’s 900 acres in the 
Vale of Avalon to enter “the tented 
city”. The “Big Ben” of music festivals: 
Glastonbury music festival.

This year’s festival was another 
success. The festival had more than 
80 music stages, a cinema tent and 
even craft workshops. The line-up 
featured legendary musicians Bruce 
Springsteen, Neil Young and Tom 
Jones on the huge Pyramid Stage. 
The cinema tent showed classic 
films such as Ferris Bueller’s Day Off 
and Spinal Tap 25th Anniversary. They 
also screened more recent films 
such as The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button and Slumdog Millionaire. The 
festival even had an area with people 
making jewellery and blowing glass.

Apart from the music, movies and 
arts, Glastonbury also raises money 
for charity. The festival supports 
charitable causes such as Shelter, 
which is an organisation that helps 
people who are in need of housing. 
They also campaign for more 
affordable housing for everyone. 
Tickets for Glastonbury were sold 
out this year on 5th April. So, if you’re 
thinking of going to Glastonbury in 
2010, you may want to go online 
and purchase your tickets now.  
Glastonbury began in 1970, the day 
after the death of Jimi Hendrix. 

Summer is a time for fun, sun and festivals. Two of the most 
entertaining festivals have just taken place. 

Oxegen 

Oxegen is an Irish music festival that’s held 
in Punchestown. It prides itself on being 
environmentally-friendly. In fact, this festival is 
as green as the Irish countryside. To encourage 
carpooling, the festival offers free parking for 
those who have 4 or more people in their car. 
Eamon Ryan, Minister for Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources said, “Whether it’s 
by getting on the bus, sipping from your Eco 
Cup or snoozing in a greener tent, Oxegen is 
heading in a direction which makes it easier 
to do the right thing for the environment 
while having a good time.”   

The festival began in 2004, but already has 
an impressive history. In 2006, The Who 
performed at the festival. This was the band’s 
first concert appearance in Ireland after 
more than 35 years. Muse opened the festival 
in 2007, and Kings of Leon closed the festival 
in 2008. This year’s line-up featured The Killers, 
Razorlight, Jason Mraz, The Nine Inch Nails, 
Keane and Snow Patrol – to name just a few. 

However, there’s more to Oxegen than 
the music. The Festival Funfair has various 
attractions, including the human slingshot, 
which throws you up in the air at a high speed. 
However, if you feel like doing something more 
relaxing, you can visit the Moroccan Marquee 
where you can sit on Moroccan rugs and listen to 
beatnik poetry. There’s also a wide variety of food 
from around the world, including Italian, Mexican 
and Chinese dishes.

So, if you love good music, want to protect the 
environment and enjoy being thrown into the air 
at great speed, take a deep breath and prepare 
yourself for a trip to Oxegen next summer. 

You can’t 
boss me 
around. 
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The life and times of rock 
star Bruce Springsteen.

Born in the USA
He’s famous for his poetic lyrics. He’s sold more than 60 million 

albums in the US and 120 million worldwide. He often sings 
about working-people’s struggles and he’s famous for his 
liberal politics. He’s the boss*. He’s Bruce Springsteen. 

“When it comes to luck, you make your own,” legendary musician 
Bruce Springsteen once said. And after 40 years rocking the planet, 
no one can say it’s been easy for him. But with 19 Grammys and 16 
albums, his classic sound has appealed to a lot of people from all 
over the world. 

What makes all of Springsteen’s songs so powerful is his message. 
Rising above your circumstances is possible, but you’ve got to try. 
Success is feasible, but it’s not a guarantee. He gives people hope, 

but he’s realistic at the same time.

Bruce Springsteen grew up in New Jersey in what he calls 
“a normal middle class family”. His father was a bus driver 

and his mother a legal secretary. His parents spent a lot 
of money on his education, but Bruce never liked it. He 
said school wasn’t for him. He graduated from high 
school in 1967, but didn’t even attend his graduation 
ceremony. He knew his destiny was to be a rock star. 
Bruce’s interest in music started with The Ed Sullivan 
Show in the 1950s. A very young Bruce saw Elvis 
Presley perform on television and was blown 
away. He got a guitar soon after, put it on in front 
of the mirror and remembers thinking, “This was 
what I’ve been missing.” 

He enrolled at Ocean County College, but 
dropped out when a producer offered him a 
contract. He never saw that producer again. 
But that didn’t stop Bruce. In 1973, after more 
than five years of playing, Bruce Springsteen 
and the E Street Band finally recorded their 
debut album “Greetings from Asbury Park, 
NJ”. The album did well among New Jersey 
residents and one critic called Springsteen 
“the new Bob Dylan”. The album, however, 
had little commercial success. In 1975, 
Bruce and his band released “Born to Run”, 

and then “Darkness on the Edge of Town” 
in 1978 – both of which were big hits. 
However, Bruce and his band are best 

known for their 1984 album “Born in 
the USA”.

Bruce Springsteen is 60 years old, but 
hasn’t shown any signs of retiring. He 

played at the Bonaroo and Glastonbury 
music festivals this summer and says he 

plans on strumming as long as he can for 
one simple reason: he loves to play.  

GLOSSARY
an acre n			 
an area of land that is equal to 4,049 
square metres
a cause n			 
a principle that a group of people 
support or fight for
to campaign for exp 		
to fight for; to try to achieve 
affordable adj		
if something is “affordable”, people 
have enough money to buy it
to pride yourself on something exp	
to be very pleased about something 
you can do or that you have 
environmentally-friendly adj	
something that does not harm the 
environment (the air, sea, land, etc.) 
carpooling n			 
sharing your car with other people so 
less energy is wasted 
to sip from exp 		
to drink from. If you “sip” a drink, you 
take a small amount of it
to snooze vb			 
to sleep
to head vb			 
if something is “heading” in a particular 
direction, it is going that way
an appearance n		
if a musician or music group make an 
“appearance” at an event, they take part in it
a rug n			 
a small piece of thick material that 
you put on a floor
beatnik adj  			 
a “beatnik” was a person from the 
1950s who rejected traditional ways 
of living and behaving
lyrics n			 
the words to a song 
a struggle n		
something difficult that you must 
deal with; a problem
to rise above exp 		
if you “rise above” your situation, you start 
to live a life with a higher standard of living
feasible adj 		
possible 
to be blown away exp 	
if you are “blown away” by something, 
you think that thing is incredible/amazing 
a debut album n		
the first album a group/singer, etc. 
produces/releases 
to retire vb		
to stop working (usually because 
you are 65) 
to strum vb		
to play the guitar

The Gospel according 
to Bruce
“Poor men wanna be rich, rich men 
wanna be kings.
And a king ain’t satisfied till he rules 
everything.”

“Let’s take the good times as they go 
and I’ll meet you further up the road.”

“You’ve got to learn to live with what 
you can’t rise above.”

“Success makes life easier. It doesn’t 
make living easier.”

“People deserve the truth. They 
deserve honesty. The best music, 
you can seek some shelter in it 
momentarily, but it’s essentially there 
to provide you with something so  
that you can face the world.”

“The ideas that I sing about in my 
songs these people put into action 
in real life. Fifteen percent of the 
population in this country lives below 
the poverty line, and for no good 
reason. It’s gotten so we just accept 
this as a fact of life – that some 
people are poor and will stay poor – 
and that’s not right.”

*The boss 
Bruce Springsteen got the nickname 
when he was playing with a band 
in the 1960s. He was in charge of 
collecting the money and distributing 
it to band members. At first, he didn’t 
like the nickname, but has since come 
to terms with it. 

Bruce 
Springsteen
Rock musician born 23rd 
September 1949 in Long 
Branch, New Jersey. 
Some of his most famous 
songs include “Thunder 
Road”, “Glory Days”, “Born 
in the USA” and “Dancing 
in the Dark”. In 1999, 
he was inducted into 
the Songwriters Hall of 
Fame. He recently won a 
Golden Globe for a song 
he wrote for the 2009 
film The Wrestler.
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skills booklet
listening

1  Pre-listening 
Write a list of items you think should be taken to a festival if you are 
going to camp there. For example, a tent.

2  Listening I
Listen to the radio programme about camping at a festival and tick any 
items from your list.

3  Listening II 
True or False?  
1.	 The weather at Glastonbury was good in 1997.
2. 	The festival goer advises listeners to take as much as 

you can carry to Glastonbury festival.
3. 	Theft is a big problem at Glastonbury.
4. 	It’s possible that your tent will be far from the main 

events / bands, etc. 
5. 	You can buy your ticket online up to the last minute. 

4  Language focus “although”
Look at the following sentence from the article.
“Although theft doesn’t happen as much as before, 
you still need to be careful.”
What does “although” mean? What is the translation in your language?

5  Discussion
1.	 Have you ever...
	 ...been camping?  
	 ...been to a festival?
	 ...been caught in very bad weather? 
2. 	Would you like to go to Glastonbury? Why? Why not?

US woman & Englishw
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Festival Fun

Answers on page 45

Glastonbury music festival:  
a survival guide.

H ow do you hold a drink 
at a party? Do you 
think it says anything 

about you? Dr Wilson seems 
to think so. “The way you 
hold your drink displays a 
lot more about us than we 
realise – or might want to 
divulge.”
 
Use the following information 
to learn how to approach 
these types of people. 

THE FUN-LOVER 
This type of drinker tends to be 
sociable. They often drink 
from the bottle and hold 

it loosely. They 
take short sips 
and can often 
be seen making 
jokes and having a 
good time. The best 

way to approach them is to 
make a funny comment. 

THE WALLFLOWER 
This is a shy, submissive 
person who holds the glass 
protectively as if they are afraid 
that somebody will take it 

away. The drink is 
never quite finished. 
You may be able 
to approach this 
person in a friendly 
and confident way, 

but never too confidently or 
they will become defensive. 

THE FLIRT 
This person plays with 
the glass in a provocative, 
seductive way. They often 

look over the top 
of their glass to 
make eye contact 
when taking a sip. 
Your best option 
here is to start 

the conversation off with a 
compliment. 

THE GOSSIP 
This person is usually together 
with friends. They often use 

the glass or bottle 
to make a point 
in conversation, 
moving it about 
in the air as they 
talk. Advances 

from outsiders are not usually 
welcome. Choose a moment 
when they aren’t talking to 
anyone. 

So, how will you be holding 
your drink at the next party 
you go to? 

“A survival kit for a festival goer.”

What the way you hold 
your drink says about you.

GLOSSARY
to divulge vb formal	
if you “divulge” a secret or 
information, you tell it to someone	
to approach vb		
when you “approach” something, 
you get closer to it
loosely adv			 
if something is held “loosely”, it is 
not held tightly/strongly
a sip n			 
if you take a “sip” of a drink, you only 
take a little amount of it
a compliment n		
a nice thing to say about someone

Drink Holders 



GLOSSARY
to take place phr vb		
to happen 
a line-up n			 
the musicians/performers who will 
play/act in a festival or other event 
a tune exp 			 
a song 
wannabe adj 		
someone who “wants to be” 
something 
to try your hand at something exp 	
to attempt to do something that is 
new or different for you 
a festival goer n		
someone who goes to a festival 
to bring in phr vb		
to contract 
to surpass vb			 
if A “surpasses” B, A is greater/
bigger, etc. than B

Summer is here and it’s festival time. But which one should you go to? In this 
month’s Face 2 Face section, two famous festivals: Bonnaroo and the Isle of 

Wight Festival (both on opposite sides of the world) battle it out.

Bonnaroo is a music and 
arts event that takes place on 
a 700-acre farm in Manchester, 
Tennessee in the United 
States. There is a wide range of 
music including jazz, hip hop, 
electronic, folk and country. 
2009’s line-up featured Elvis 
Costello, Public Enemy, Snoop 
Dogg and Bruce Springsteen 
among many others. 

But, it isn’t just the music that 
brings people to Bonnaroo. It’s 
also an arts festival, so there are 
plenty of other 
activities to keep 
you entertained, 
including a 
cinema and an 
interactive art 
show. Other 
activities include 
the “Silent Disco”. 
For this activity, 
participants 
are given a set 
of headphones 
and listen to 
DJs playing their 
tunes late into the 

night. There’s even an academy 
where wannabe DJs can try 
their hands at making their own 
music. 

The Isle of Wight Festival 
is another great music festival. 
Festival goers can enjoy a 
wide range of music from folk 
to hip hop. The festival on the 
southern coast of England has 
seen some impressive acts over 
the years. Bob Dylan performed 
there in 1969 and Jimi Hendrix 
gave his last performance there 

in 1970. Forty 
years later, the 
festival organisers 
are still able to 
bring in famous 
artists. Neil Young, 
Razorlight, and 
the Pixies were 
among many of 
the bands who 
played at this 
year’s festival. 

The original 
festival started 
in 1968 and was 

very popular – so much so that 
in 1970, attendance surpassed 
that of the world famous 
Woodstock festival. However, 
shortly after, the festival was 
stopped. It was revived again 
in 2002.

The island setting makes this 
festival even more special. 
So, besides the music, you 
can enjoy walking, cycling 
and sailing, plus you can 
visit some of the many 
castles, museums and 
ancient ruins. 

So, which festival would we 
recommend for the ultimate 
festival experience? Both festivals 
have won awards – Bonnaroo 
was named “Best Festival” in 2008 
by Rolling Stone Magazine and 
the Isle of Wight, the “Best Major 
Festival” at the UK Festival Awards. 
And it largely depends on your 
individual music preferences, 
but given that Bonnaroo has so 
much more to offer, our results 
are: Isle of Wight = 8.5 / 10; 
Bonnaroo = 9 / 10. 

Face Face

Isle of Wight  Bonnaroo  vs
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Famous festivals fight it out in our monthly competition.

to
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1.	 What did the sea say to the 
mermaid?   

2. 	Why did Mickey Mouse 
only have one girlfriend? 

3. 	What do cows read in the 
morning?    

4. 	What has more lives 
than a cat?   

5. 	How do you spell 
“mousetrap” in just three 
letters?   

6. 	Why was the Energizer 
Bunny talking to the 
police?    

7. 	Patient: Doctor! Doctor! 
Everyone keeps on 
copying me!    

8. 	Two peanuts walk into a 
bar.   

a.	C-A-T!
b. 	Because he was 

“monogamouse”.
c. 	One was “a salted”.
d. 	A frog – it croaks every night.
e. 	Because they were charging 

him with battery.
f. 	Nothing – it just waved. 
g. 	Doctor: Doctor! Doctor! 

Everyone keeps on copying me!
h. 	The daily moos!
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Little Jokes
Match each joke beginning
(1 to 8) with its ending (A-H). Then, 
listen to check your answers.  
Answers on page 45

So, you’re going to a festival. What do you bring? 
What do you wear? We've got the answers.

US women
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¿Quieres aprender inglés en el Reino Unido,  
Irlanda o los Estados Unidos? 

Para más información, escribe a 
classes@hotenglishmagazine.com 

También puedes llamar al (00 34) 91 543 3573

Estudia inglés en el 
Reino Unido, Irlanda y 

los Estados Unidos

GLOSSARY
a mermaid n			 
in stories or legends, a “mermaid” is 
a woman who lives in the sea and 
who has a fish’s tail instead of legs 	
a mousetrap n		
a small device for catching/killing 
mice
“monogamouse” 	
a play on words with 
“monogamous”, the state of being 
in a relationship/marriage with only 
one partner
“a salted”		
a play on words with “assaulted” 
(attacked). A peanut with salt is 
called a “salted peanut”, which 
sounds similar to “assaulted” 
to croak vb			 
when a frog or bird “croaks”, it makes 
a low sound. “To croak” is also an 
informal way of saying to die
battery n			 
a “battery” is a small device used to 
power electronics such as radios or 
telephones. "Battery" is a crime that 
involves a physical attack against a 
victim
to wave vb			 
if you “wave”, you move your hand 
from side to side to say hello or 
goodbye to someone. A “wave” in 
the water is when the ocean rises 
“moos”			 
“moo” is the sound a cow makes. The 
“moos” sounds like the “news”, which 
is information about a recent event

Las enseñanzas impartidas por este centro no conducen a la obtención de un título con validez oficial.

How to make the most out  
of your festival experience.

Festival  
Survival Kit

General Advice  
	First things first: Book your festival tickets far in advance to 

make sure you can get in!
	Make your travelling plans as soon as you can if the festival 

is far away. Check the festival’s website for travelling 
directions and suggestions.

	Get there early!
	Stay overnight. Camping is half the fun of going to a festival. 
	Check the rules for what you can bring (coolers, video 

cameras, alcohol, etc).
	Don’t expect to stick to a strict schedule. Choose one or 

two things you want to see and plan your day loosely 
around that.

	Choose your spot wisely. It may be good to be close to the 
toilets, but if the queues for the bathrooms are too long, do 
you really want the other festival goers so close by?

	See a band you’ve never heard of. After all, someone must 
think they’re good if they’re on the line-up for the festival. Who 
knows? You may discover the hidden treasure at the festival.

Well, that’s the lowdown. Have a 
great time!

Your Festival Packing List
	 Sun cream – most festivals take place outside.	Wellies and a raincoat 	A hat	Sunglasses	Money	Blankets and chairs	A backpack 	Snacks – food at festivals is generally quite 

expensive.	Bottled water and/or a sports drink – 
You’ll be outside all day, so it’s important to stay 
hydrated.	A torch – It’s good for finding your way around 
at night. “Head lamps” are also a good idea 
because they leave your hands free.	Toilet paper – Most portable toilets run out of 
toilet paper by the end of the festival. You could 
even sell your toilet paper for a small profit.	Baby wipes – Since you may not be able to 
shower for a few days, these can keep you clean.	A first-aid kit – All legal festivals will have first 
aid services, but it’s good to have small things 
such as band aids and aspirin at your disposal.	A camera – Be sure to check the festival rules, 
because some of them don’t allow videos, but 
most let you take photos. Disposable cameras 
may be a better option if you don’t want to lose 
your expensive digital camera.	Duct Tape – With its many uses, duct tape 
is often a quick option for fixing anything that 
breaks.

GLOSSARY			 
first things first exp		
first of all; most importantly of all
overnight adj			
if you stay somewhere “overnight”, you 
sleep there for one or a few nights
a cooler n			 
a container to keep things cold, 
especially drinks
to stick to exp			
if you “stick to” a schedule, you follow it
loosely adv			 
if you plan something “loosely”, you 
have thought only about the general 
idea but not the specific details
wisely adv			 
if you do something “wisely”, you 
think about it carefully before doing it
a line-up n			 
the people, bands, comedians, etc. 
who participate in an event
a hidden treasure n		
something valuable and special that 
hasn’t become very popular yet
wellies n			 
rain boots
disposable adj		
something that you can throw away 
after using
the lowdown n slang		
the important information about 
something or someone
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Most 
Common 
Spelling 
Mistakes
According to 
Business Grammar, 
Style & Usage, the 
following are the 
most often misspelled 
words: accessible, 
accommodate, 
bankruptcy, 
calendar, committee, 
conscious, embarrass, 
exaggerate, 
feasible, homemade, 
judgment, 
liaison, necessary, 
emission, privilege, 
recommend, sizable, 
suspicious, tendency,  
“looser” and “loser,” 
separate, definitely.

1  Pre-reading   
What do you think of the following statements?
1.	 Spelling is not important.
2. 	People are making more spelling 

mistakes today.
3. 	Technology is one of the reasons why 

spelling standards are falling.
4. 	Non-natives sometimes have better 

spelling than native speakers.

2  Reading I
What do the people in the article say about those 
statements? Read the article to check.

3  Reading II 
Who are the following people  
and what do they say about  
spelling standards?
1.	 Rob Stewart 
2. 	 Jim Knight
3. 	Kevin 

Blunkett

4  Language focus expressions
Find the four-word phrase which means: “who’s 
responsible?”

5  Discussion
1.	 Do you think spelling is important? Why? 

Why not? Give examples of situations/ 
times when spelling is important.

2. 	Do you check your spelling before 
sending e-mails / letters? Do you trust 
the spell checker on your computer?

3. 	Has anyone ever pointed out a 
spelling mistake to you at work? What 
happened?

Dumbed Down
Spelling standards are falling.

Most universities have a long-standing reputation as centres for academic 
excellence. But, if they’re not careful, they could end up becoming centres 
of ridicule.

Spelling errors among university students are reaching an embarrassing level. In 
fact, the frequency of the mistakes has become so bad that just recently a group 
of concerned professors decided to publish the blunders online. The mistakes 
were taken from undergraduates’ tests and final papers. Some of the errors included 
“laxative enforcement policies” (instead of “lax” enforcement policies) and “escape 
goats” (instead of “scapegoats”). Rob Stewart, a professor at the University of the 
West of England, Bristol, was confident his students would be able to spell the word 
“alcohol”. So, naturally, he was disappointed when one student wrote “alkerhol”. 
Other undergraduates wrote “whomb” for “womb” and 
“abominous” instead of “abominable”. 

But it isn’t just university students whose standards 
are dropping. MP Jim Knight is Minister of State for 
Schools and Learners. And his blog is full of spelling 
mistakes. Some of these include “pernionsers” instead 
of “pensioners” and “recieving” instead of “receiving”. 
When asked to explain what was going on, Knight said, 
“I’m normally a good speller; I just need to get better at 
checking it.” 

But who’s to blame? Some say it’s the fault of the English 
language. After all, with so many words with illogical 
spellings, it’s no wonder that even native speakers 
get it wrong. But others say it’s a sign of the times, 
with increased technology leading to a lowering of 
standards, particularly as a result of simplified spellings 
in e-mails and text messages. “Most people just don’t 
seem to care about spelling – it’s seen as something 
unimportant – the message is seen as central and key to 
communication, and spelling takes a back seat to that,” 
explained Kevin Blunkett, a geology professor from the 
University of London. “But when it comes to university 
students, we should expect more from them. If things 
continue like this, the status of the academic profession 
will be put into question. And we can’t have that.” 

GLOSSARY
long-standing adj		
a “long-standing” situation has 
existed for a long time
ridicule n			 
if something is an object for 
“ridicule”, people make fun of it
concerned adj		
if you are “concerned” about 
something, you are worried about it 
or feel responsible for its outcome
a blunder n			 
a stupid or careless mistake
a laxative n			 
medicine a person eats or drinks to 
help him/her go to the toilet
lax adj			 
not strict
a scapegoat n		
a person who receives criticism or 
who is attacked for something even 
if they are not responsible
a womb n			 
the part inside a woman’s body 
where a baby grows before it is 
born
abominable adj		
very bad or unpleasant
MP abbr			 
Member of Parliament
a pensioner n		
a person who receives a pension, 
(money) from the government 
because they are retired (often at 
65), widowed or disabled
to take a back seat exp		
if something “takes a back seat”, 
it becomes less important than 
before
to put something into question exp	
if something is “put into question”, 
people have doubts about it

Answers on page 45

How to make the most out  
of your festival experience.
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Smoking in 
Pubs
The UK recently 
introduced a smoking 
ban for all indoor public 
spaces, including pubs 
and restaurants. Smoking 
in the UK is now only 
allowed outside or in 
private homes. If caught, 
violators can be fined 
up to £50. Similar laws 
have been passed in the 
United States, France, 
Italy, Norway, Germany 
and Australia. The 
laws have had varying 
effects on business in 
pubs. Pub attendance 
grew in Australia, but 
may have led to an 
increased amount of bar 
bankruptcies in France.

1  Pre-reading   
What’s the situation with regards to the smoking ban in 
your country? Do you agree/disagree with the idea of a 
smoking ban?  

2  Reading I
Read the article. How do the pubs mentioned in the 
article find a way to allow smoking?

3  Reading II 
Answer the questions.
1.	 What’s a Smoking Research Centre?
2. 	What must customers do before they can 

order a drink?
3. 	What do smokers/non-smokers think of the 

idea at the Cutting Edge pub?
4. 	What do bars in Minnesota ask customers 

to do if they want to smoke?
5. 	What will the government do if they find 

out about these bars? 

4  Language focus 
sayings in English

Find the saying in the article which means “if you really 
want something, you’ll get it”.

5  Discussion
1.	 How would you react to the smoking ban 

if you were a bar owner? Would you have 
done the same things as the person in 
the article? Why? Why not?

2. 	Do you mind smoky bars? Why? Why not?

“ They’re trying to sell this pub from under me, so I’ve got nothing to lose,” 
says Kerry Fendley, owner of the Cutting Edge pub in Barnsley. But maybe 
she’s found a way to stay in business.

Pubs in the UK are closing down everywhere, but one patron at the Cutting Edge 
found a loophole. Apparently, under part two, item nine in the rules about smoke-
free workplaces, smoking in pubs is permitted if the pub becomes a “Smoking 
Research Centre”. So, Fendley decided to set up her pub as a Research Centre. Before 
ordering a drink, everyone at The Cutting Edge must fill out a survey about smoking 
habits – even non-smokers. Some questions from the survey include how many 
cigarettes they smoke per day and if they like a smoky atmosphere in bars. Fendley 
also asks people to donate 50p to cancer research when they fill out the survey.

The idea has become very popular among pub patrons. Before becoming a 
“Smoking Research Centre”, the pub was struggling to stay in business. Fendley 
says, “We were lucky to get 10 people in here. But now, 
most nights, we have more than 40 people with this 
new research idea”. Fendley is a non-smoker, but thinks 
this idea is great for business. Another customer who is a 
smoker said, “The idea is brilliant. I used to stand outside 
no matter what the weather was like. I don’t know if they 
can get away with this, but there you are.”

There have been other ingenious ways to ignore the 
smoking ban. For example, bars in Minnesota found a 
loophole in the law which allows theatre actors to smoke 
in bars. So, they told all their customers they could smoke 
if they came to the bar pretending to be theatre actors – 
wearing fancy costumes and speaking in funny accents. 
Perhaps this is a lesson of “where there’s a will, there’s a 
way”. But if the government catches on, their plan could 
go up in smoke. 

Answers on page 45
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Pub finds a way to allow smoking.

GLOSSARY
a loophole n			 
a mistake or ambiguity or “error” 
in a clause that allows people to 
avoid doing something that the law 
intended them to do
research n			 
investigation
to fill out a survey exp		
if you “fill out a survey”, you answer 
a series of written questions
to struggle vb	 	
if you “struggle” to do something, 
you try hard to do it even though it 
is difficult
no matter what exp	
an expression that is used for 
saying that something is true in all 
circumstances
to get away with something exp	
to do something wrong and not be 
punished
a ban n		
an official ruling to prohibit 
something

This is 
such a 
drag! 
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A life of adventure from behind the desk. 

A
rthur Doyle’s troubled 
family life later became an 
inspiration for his work. As 
a child, his family was quite 

well off, but his father squandered 
the family fortune. Arthur’s mother 
tried to shelter him from 
the pain by telling him 
stories. In a biography 
about him, Arthur says, 
“In my early childhood, 
as far as I can remember 
anything at all, the vivid 
stories she told me stand 
out so clearly that they 
obscure the real facts of my life.” Years 
later, Arthur was sent to a boarding 
school in England for seven years. He 
cried all the way there and hated it 
until the day he graduated. However, 
it was there that he realised he too 
enjoyed storytelling. He used to 
make up stories to amuse the 
younger students. When he left, he 
went to medical school.

Arthur was a third-year medical 
student and twenty years old when 
his life changed dramatically. He 
was offered a job as a surgeon on a 
whaling boat called Hope. The boat 
was travelling to the Arctic Circle. He 
said the experience “awakened the 
soul of a born wanderer” and also 
inspired him to write his first literary 
piece Captain of the Pole-Star. Later, 
he commented on the experience,  

“I realised shillings could be earned 
in ways other than filling phials.”

Soon afterwards, the literary 
character detective Sherlock Holmes 
was born. There have been more 

than 200 films featuring him, and 
more than 70 actors have played 
the part of the detective. The first 
film was called Silence is Golden 
(1916) and starred William Gillette 
as Holmes. In 1939, Hound of the 
Baskervilles was released. This film 
starred Basil 
Rathbone 

as Holmes and 
Nigel Bruce as 
Watson. The duo 
would later make 
13 more films 
together. 

The latest Holmes 
film comes out next 
January and features 
Robert Downey Jr 
as the title character 
and Jude Law as Dr 
Watson. “The film 
is a reinvention of 
Sherlock Holmes,” 

Robert Downey Jr explained. “It’s 
very visual and it has a raw quality.” 
In this film, Holmes and Watson are 
fighting a conspiracy that could 
destroy Britain. Will they succeed? 
You know what you’ve got to do! 

Sir Arthur  
Conan Doyle

Arthur Conan 
Doyle
Arthur 
Conan Doyle 
was born 
on 22nd 
May 1859 
in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
He died on 7th July 1930 
in England. In 1888, he 
published his first novel 
featuring Detective 
Holmes and Dr Watson 
called A Study in Scarlet. 

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of the man who  
introduced the world to detective Sherlock Holmes – Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

GLOSSARY
well off exp 		
rich; wealthy; with a lot of money 
to squander vb		
if you “squander” money, you waste 
it and use it to buy things that 
aren’t useful 
to shelter vb		
if you “shelter” someone from 
something, you protect them from 
that thing 
to stand out phr vb	
if something “stands out”, it is distinctive 
and you can see/remember it clearly 
obscure adj 		
not clear
a boarding school n	
a school in which the children sleep 
and live 
to make up phr vb		
to invent 
a whaling boat n	
a ship that travels to areas where 
there are whales (very large 
mammals that live in the sea). The 
sailors on board kill/hunt the whale 
a wanderer n		
a person who travels a lot 
a phial n			 
a small tube-shaped glass bottle 
used to hold medicine 
to feature vb		
if a film “features” someone, that 
person is in the film

If I hear 
“Elementary, 

my dear 
Watson” one 
more time…

I think I’ve 
solved it, 

Watson. It’s 
a pocket 
watch!
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Here are some more useful and interesting expressions for you to learn.  
This month, feelings and moods.

Dr Fingers’ Vocabulary Clinic 
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To be in high spirits	
If someone is “in high spirits”, 
they are in a very good 
mood or feeling confident 
about something.
“She was in high spirits after her 
job interview...  I think she’ll get it.”

Down in the dumps
If you are “down in the 
dumps”, you feel miserable 
and depressed.	
“Allen felt down in the dumps 
after Sheila broke up with him.”

On cloud nine 
If you’re “on cloud nine”, 
you’re very, very happy 
about something.
“The couple were on cloud nine 
when their daughter was born.”

Feeling blue	
If you’re “feeling blue”, 
you’re feeling sad or 
depressed, but for no 
apparent reason.
“I don’t know why I’m feeling blue 
today... I had a great day.”

Walking on air	
To feel extremely happy 
about something.
“Cynthia was walking on air for 
weeks after she won that award.”

To be over the moon  
(used mainly in British English)
If you’re “over the moon”, 
you’re really happy about 
something.
“Our whole group received 
Christmas bonuses for our hard 
work... we were over the moon.”

Hopping mad 	
Someone who is “hopping mad” is very angry.	
“The whole family was hopping mad that they weren’t invited to the 
wedding.”



1  	What arrives once 
in every second, 
once in every 
minute and once in 
every year?

2  	What can travel the 
world while staying 
in a corner?    

3  	A woman shoots 
her husband. 
Then, she holds 
him underwater 
for 5 minutes. 
Afterwards, she 
hangs him. Five 
minutes later, 
they enjoy a lovely 
dinner together. 
How is this 
possible? 
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squirky news
Unusual news stories from around the world. 

Englishwoman 
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Hopping Mad

GLOSSARY
a lunatic n informal		
someone or something that 
behaves in a wild/uncontrolled/
dangerous way
a ninja n		
a person who has learnt the 
martial art and ninjutsu
face to face exp	
if you come “face to face” with 
someone or something, you meet 
them, talk to them or look at 
them directly
a roo n slang			 
a kangaroo
a headlock n		  a 
fighting position in which person 
A’s head is between person B’s 
arm and the side of their body 
a ski mask n			 
clothing that covers your face 
except your eyes and mouth
a crook n			 
a criminal; a dishonest person
to whip out phr vb	
to take something out very 
quickly
to roar vb			 
if something or someone “roars”, 
they make a very loud noise
to hand over phr vb		
if you “hand something over” to 
someone, you give it to them
to flee the scene exp		
to escape from a place quickly
a suspect n		
a person who the police 
or authorities believe has 
committed a crime
to let someone go exp		
to allow/permit someone to leave 
or escape
at large exp			 
if a person is still “at large”, they 
have not been found or captured

Kangaroo breaks into Australian home. 

”M y first thought was, ‘It’s a lunatic 
ninja coming through the 
window’”, said Australian Scott 

Arnold, who woke up early one morning 
face to face with a kangaroo.

The kangaroo had broken through a three-
metre window and into the Arnold family’s 
home. The animal jumped on to their bed 
and then went to the next room. Scott’s 
10-year-old son screamed, “There’s a roo in 
my room!” Scott, 37, went to find his son. 
He put the two-metre tall kangaroo into a 
headlock, and took him out through the 

front door. The animal hopped to a nearby 
reserve and the Arnold family reported the 
intrusion to the wildlife authorities. 

Englishwoman 
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World’s Oldest Thief
Little old lady robs a bank.

“A lot of bank robbers just put on a ski mask 
to hide their face, but not this guy,” said police 
officer Hank Parton. He was referring to a crook 
disguised as an old lady who stole more than 
£10,000 after robbing a bank.

Witness Wendy Mitchell saw it all happen. The “old 
lady” walked into a bank in York wearing a scarf, 
thick glasses and a long coat. “She came up to the 
cash desk, but then ‘she’ suddenly whipped out 
a gun, roared in a deep male voice and told us to 
hand over the cash. Then she fled the scene as 
quickly as an Olympic athlete.”

More than 100 police officers are taking part in 
a city-wide search for the criminal. So far, they’ve 
arrested five real-life old ladies as suspects before 
letting them go. The old lady athlete man is still 
at large. 

Corny Criminals 
Here’s another part in our series on good, 
bad and funny criminals. 

US woman

20
track

Don’t 
judge a 
crook by 
its cover. 
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A music festival with a social conscience. By Daniel Sawyerr

GLOSSARY
to speak out phr vb		
to criticise publicly
stunning adj			 
very beautiful or impressive
a regime n		
if a government of a country 
is referred to as a “regime”, it is 
not democratic and uses harsh 
methods against its people
a purpose n			 
a reason
a rally n			 
a public meeting held to show 
support for a political cause 
to attend vb			 
if you “attend” an event or festival, 
you go to it
a line-up n		
a music / band / group or series 
of people who are going to 
participate in an event/concert
to cram vb			 
if you “cram” people into a space, 
you put them there, even if there is 
not enough space
sardines in a can exp		
if people are like “sardines in a can”, 
they are in a very small space and 
cannot move easily. A “sardine” is a 
small fish
to endorse vb			
if A is “endorsed” by B, then A is 
approved of or supported by B
a raver n			 
a person who goes to a lot of 
parties or nightclubs 
tamer adj			 
more calm; less wild
folks n informal		
people			 
to speak your mind exp		
to give firmly and honestly your 
opinion on a situation

L
ooking for a musical getaway this 
summer? Want to speak out against 
the world’s problems? Well, head to the 
stunning Petrovaradin Fortress of Novi 

Sad in Serbia for the EXIT festival this month.

EXIT is a music festival with a political history. It was 
originally started as an act of rebellion against the 
regime of Slobodan Milosevic*. The purpose 
of EXIT is a worthy one – it’s aimed at those who 
are tolerant, and open to different cultures. In fact, 
the festival organisers even designed their flyers as 
passports. The festival is marketed for people who 
want to make the world a better place. It began in 
2000, and at first people didn’t think it would be 
very successful. They predicted it would be a rally 
for rebellious youngsters. But they were 
wrong. More than 200,000 people 
attended the first year and it had an 
international line-up of musicians 
including Finley Quaye, Kosheen and 
Tony Allen among others. 

The festival has expanded quite a 
lot in its short history. By 2003, EXIT 
became so popular that the festival 
spread to the other side of the river 
(The River Danube is next to the 
fortress) to cram in all the extra 
visitors – a bit like sardines in a tin 
can! These days, the festival attracts 
over 400,000 visitors and features 
performances from over 400 artists 
from all over the world. The festival 
has an impressive seven music stages, 

including a dance area that can hold 25,000 
people. There’s also a theatre and a cinema. 

The diverse mix of popular and underground 
music has led to EXIT’s worldwide recognition. 
The festival has achieved critical acclaim and 
won numerous awards such as the prestigious 
Best Festival in Europe 2007 award, as chosen by 
festival goers. Jason Carter, executive producer 
of live events for the UK’s Radio 1 described EXIT 
as “a diverse and credible line-up which is our 
station’s principle international music festival.” The 
festival has also received political recognition. In 
2006, EXIT was endorsed by the Visa Abolishment 
Campaign which is against the regime that has 
denied young people from Serbia, Montenegro, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia 
and Albania the chance to travel 
freely. Jolly good show, EXIT! 

There’s something for everybody at 
EXIT: young ravers can party hard, 
and tamer folks can appreciate the 
diversity of the music (and party 
too, of course). The magnificent 
setting makes the experience all the 
more special and unforgettable. If 
you happen to miss EXIT, you can 
catch WHOOPS Battery in central 
Serbia during early spring – a mix of 
snowboarding and music (and you 
don’t have to snowboard). So, come 
to EXIT – where you can speak your 
mind or just sit back and enjoy the 
show. 

The Music Fortress

EXIT Festival
What: EXIT Festival – 
where hedonism meets 
activism
Where: The 
Petrovaradin Fortress of 
Novi Sad in Serbia
When: 9th – 12th 
July, 2009
Why: To celebrate 
tolerance and making the 
world a better place
What to do/see: 
the Fusion stage, the Suba 
stage with world music 
and the Happynovisad 
stage for all the electronic 
sound you can handle.

*Slobodan 
Milosevic
Slobodan Milosevic was 
born on 20th August 
1941 in Serbia. He was 
the president of Serbia 
from 1989 – 1997 and 

the president 
of Yugoslavia 
from 1997 
– 2000. He 
was also 
a founder 
of the 
Socialist 
Party of 
Serbia. He 

initially refused to be 
defeated by opponent 
Vojislav Kostunica in 
2000, but was forced to 
resign after thousands 
of Serbs protested 
against him. He was 
arrested in April 2001 
and faced charges of 
embezzlement and 
corruption. The UN war 
crimes tribunal charged 
him with genocide.  
He died of a heart 
attack in 2006 before 
the verdict of his trial 
was reached. 
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Skills booklet 
listening

1  Pre-listening 
What do you think a “mood swing” is? Listen to 

check.

2  Listening I
What’s the connection between a mood  

swing and…
	 …teenagers?
	 …pregnant women?
	 …chemical imbalances?
	 …hormones?
Listen to check.

3  Listening II
Listen again and make notes for the following points:
1.	 Definition of a “mood swing”...
2. 	The main difference between “mood swings” 

and “depression”...
3. 	Reasons for not treating illnesses...
4. 	Common causes of mood swings...
5. 	Groups of people who suffer from mood 

swings...

4  Language focus phrasal verbs
Look at the sentence from the article,  
“If mood swings start to take over your life and interfere with your 
relationships, that’s when you might need help.” 
Choose an alternate definition for to “take over”:
a)	 to destroy
b)	 to dominate

5  Discussion 
1.	 Do you get mood swings? How often?
2. 	How do you deal with your/other people’s 

mood swings? Give examples.
3. 	What puts you in a bad mood? Why?

Answers on page 45
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GLOSSARY
wealth n 			 
a large amount of money; riches 
a spouse n 			 
a husband or wife 
a trophy spouse exp	
if an elderly and wealthy man or 
woman has a “trophy spouse”, they 
have a husband/wife who is much 
younger than they are
an owner n			 
a person who possesses something 
to date vb			 
if you are “dating” someone, you 
often go out or spend time with 
them because you have a romantic 
relationship with them
a ranch n			 
a large farm where animals such as 
horses and cows live
an inheritance n		
money or property that someone 
receives after a person dies
to bar vb			 
if someone is “barred” from a place, 
they are not allowed to go there 
a funeral n			 
the ceremony to bury or cremate 
the body of a dead person
a perk n			 
a benefit 
a bunch of exp inform		
a lot of (something)		
a tuxedo n			 
a black or white jacket that men 
wear on formal occasions
to pose vb		
if you “pose” for a photograph, 
you stay in the same position for a 
period of time so that someone can 
take your picture

The perfect accessory  
for the rich and powerful.

An expert gives us more 
information about mood swings.

Mood swings
M any of the world’s richest and most 

powerful people have trophy spouses, 
including American businessman 
Donald Trump, British singer Rod 

Stewart and rapper Ice-T. The ideal trophy spouse 
is about 20 years younger, considerably more 
attractive and a good deal less successful than the 
older person they marry. 

One of the most famous trophy wives is Anna Nicole 
Smith. She was a Playboy* playmate in the early 
1990s. In 1993, she received the highest honour 
from owner Hugh Hefner and became Playmate of 
the Year. She also modelled for Guess Jeans. In 1994, 
she married J. Howard Marshall II in Houston, Texas 
after dating him on and off for four years. She was 
26 and he was 89. His friends and family say that he 
loved her very much. He bought her a Mercedes, 
a ranch, Arabian horses and motorcycles. But 
most people saw her as a trophy wife. The couple 
remained married until he died in 1995. After his 
death, there was a legal battle over the inheritance. 
Anna said that the money wasn’t important to her, 
but Marshall’s family barred her from the funeral. 
So, she held her own funeral for him. She herself 
died tragically in 2007.

Another famous trophy spouse is 
Ashton Kutcher. He began working as 
a model before becoming an actor. 
He’s famous for his roles in films 
such as Just Married, The Guardian 
and Dude, Where’s My Car? On 26th 

September 2006, he married actress Demi Moore in 
Beverly Hills. Moore, whose films include St. Elmo’s 
Fire, Ghost and Disclosure, was 42. Kutcher was just 
27. He is now a stepfather to her 3 children. 

So, is being a trophy spouse such a bad thing?  
Not necessarily. Trophy spouses enjoy all the perks 
of a marriage to someone who is incredibly rich 
and famous. But becoming a trophy spouse isn’t 
that easy. For a start, you’ll need to be young and 
preferably have a career in acting or modelling. 
And if you want to have a trophy spouse, you’ll 
need to get a bunch of money. Good luck! 

What’s the best way for a rich person 
to show off their wealth? Buy a fancy 
car? Put on some expensive jewellery? 
Some prefer to get themselves a good 
old trophy spouse. 

Playboy* 
Playboy has been in 
circulation since 1953. 
Hugh Hefner is the 
editor-in-chief. The 
Playboy logo is a rabbit 
wearing a tuxedo. 
Many famous models 
have posed for Playboy 
including Anna Nicole 
Smith, Cindy Crawford 
and Marilyn Monroe.

Trophy Spouses

Who’s a 
trophy 

wife? That’s 
right! Me!

I’m angry.

No wait, 
I’m happy. 



Situation Formal Relaxed Informal

You’re trying to 
motivate a lazy 
friend.

You have a friend 
who is very 
outspoken.

Your friend’s flat is 
really dirty.

You ask someone 
for a cigarette.

You meet 
someone who is 
very boring.

You just got back 
from an amazing 
holiday.

You must focus 
your efforts 
on being more 
productive.

Come on!  
You can  
do it!

Get in gear.

What a wonderful 
repose. I had a great time.

That holiday 
rocked; That 
holiday ruled; 
That holiday was 
awesome.

Alison is one who 
expresses herself 
freely.

Alison doesn’t hold 
back.

These living 
conditions are 
utterly abysmal.

Your flat is 
disgusting.

This place is a 
pig-sty; It’s totally 
gross here.

He’s the most 
lifeless person on 
earth.

He’s really boring. He’s such a dud; 
He is flat.

Would you mind 
donating a stick 
of tobacco to 
someone with a 
dire craving?

Could I have a 
cigarette, please?

Can I bum a ciggie 
off you?

Alison speaks her 
mind.

Here we’ve got some examples of how to say things in 
different situations.
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Las enseñanzas impartidas por este centro no conducen a la obtención de un título con validez oficial.

Mejora tu ingles con clases particulares –  
Tú eliges dónde y cuándo. Flexibilidad total.

Let’s see 
if you get 
lucky.

1 	 Can I flirt with 
you?

2 	 I’ve got the ship, 
you’ve got the 
harbour… what 
do you say we 
tie up for the night?

3 	 Hi, I was just curious, 
because I saw you 
noticing me and I 
wanted you to know 
that I noticed you 
noticing me.

4 	 You are so hot. It’s 
boys like you that 
are the real reason 
for global warming.

5 	 Are you accepting 
applications for your 
fan club?

6 	 Touch my jumper. 
Does that feel like 
boyfriend  
material? 
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Town angry with weather forecasters. 

skills booklet 
listening

1  Pre-listening 
Make a list of three advantages of going on a camping holiday.

2  Listening I
Listen once and tick off any ideas from the Pre-listening task.

3  Listening II 
What does the tourist board employee say about the following points?  
1.	 people’s perception of camping  
2. 	the benefits of camping for city-dwellers 
3. 	 sophisticated camping

4  Language focus useful expressions 
Look at the underlined expression from the listening, 
“Why do you think we should be packing our sleeping 
bags and stoves to venture into the wilderness...?”
In this context, what does this expression mean? Give another example of 
a sentence with this expression. Can you think of any more expressions of 
movement with the preposition “into”?

5  Discussion
1.	 Have you ever been camping? Where? What was it like? 

What did you take?                                                  
2. 	Are you a bold traveller – do you venture into 

dangerous places or situations? Why? Why not?
3. 	Does the conversation make you want to go camping 

more often? Why? Why not?

Englishwom

en
29

track

Rise and shine!
Answers on page 45

The joys of camping.

“We do suffer badly 
from inaccurate 
weather reports. 

In fact, it costs Bournemouth 
millions of pounds every time 
they get it wrong,” said Mark 
Smith, the head of 
Bournemouth council’s 
tourism department, 
after weather 
forecasters predicted 
wet weather for a bank 
holiday weekend in the 
holiday resort town.  
 
The Met Office, UK’s national 
weather service, had predicted 
constant rain and thundery 
storms for the long weekend. 
However, the rain stopped by 
early morning and the rest 
of the day was sunny with 
temperatures of about 22º C – 
perfect for a day at the beach. 
According to Bournemouth 
town council, this inaccurate 
prediction cost the town 
millions of pounds in lost 
revenue. “Up to 25,000 would-
be visitors may have cancelled 
their plans as a result of this 
weather forecast. The average 
amount spent by visitors per 
head is £41, so even for one 
day that cost us over a million 
pounds.” 
They claim they are the latest 

victims of the “Michael Fish effect”. 
Fish was a BBC weatherman 
in 1987. He was just one of the 
many weather forecasters who 
failed to predict one of the worst 
storms for centuries. The storm, 

which occurred in 
October 1987, left 
19 people dead and 
massive damage to 
infrastructure and 
trees. Since then, 
many people argue 

that the Met Office prefers to 
give worst-case scenarios to 
avoid any embarrassment. In 
their defence, they said, “We 
were looking at developments 
over France and they had some 
particularly nasty thunderstorms. 
We try and give the most 
accurate forecast that we can.” 

Weathering 
the Storm

GLOSSARY
Bournemouth n		
a coastal resort town in the south 
of England
a bank holiday weekend n		
a weekend when you have an extra 
day or days of vacation
The Met Office n		
Meteorological Office. The British 
weather service
a thundery storm n		
violent weather with thunder, 
lightning and rain
revenue n			 
money that a company or 
government receives 
per head exp			 
per person
a worst-case scenario n		
a hypothetical situation that you 
think is the most unfavourable 
situation imaginable

There’s no 
silver lining 

in these 
clouds. 

Can I sleep 
in the tent 
next time? 
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What were you doing in 1993? Where were you? How old were you? 
What do you remember? Join us on a little trip down memory lane 
to 1993.  

Monthly trivia 1993

January  
 The European Community 

eliminates trade barriers and 
creates a single European market.

 Bill Clinton is inaugurated as the 
42nd President of the United 
States.

February
 World Trade Center bombing: In 

New York City, a van bomb parked 
below the North Tower of the 
World Trade Center explodes, 
killing 6 and injuring over 1,000 
people.

March
 South Africa officially abandons 

its nuclear weapons programme. 
President de Klerk announces that 
the country’s 6 warheads had 
already been dismantled in 1990.

 French legislative election takes 
place. The Gaullists win a majority 
and Édouard Balladur becomes 
Prime Minister.

April
 The Vatican orders the moving of 

the Carmelite convent at 
Auschwitz.

 The World Wide Web is born at 
The European Organisation for 
Nuclear Research (CERN).

May
 Juan Carlos Wasmosy becomes 

the first democratically-elected 
President of Paraguay in nearly 40 

years.
 Niamh Kavanagh wins the 

Eurovision Song Contest for Ireland 
with “In Your Eyes”.

June	
 US President Bill Clinton orders a 

missile attack on Iraqi intelligence 
headquarters in the Al-Mansur 
District of Baghdad in response to 
the attempted assassination of 
former U.S. President George H. W. 
Bush during his visit to Kuwait in 
mid-April.

July
 Windows NT 3.1, the first version 

of Microsoft’s line of Windows NT 
operating systems, is released.

 US President Bill Clinton 
announces his “Don’t ask, don’t tell” 
policy regarding homosexuals in 
the American military.

August
 The Tel Dan Stele is uncovered. It 

is the first archaeological 
confirmation of the Davidic 
dynasty, the one that David from 
the Bible founded. Two smaller 
stones are found the following 
year.

September
 PLO leader Yasser Arafat and 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
shake hands in Washington DC 
after signing a peace agreement.

 PoSAT-1 (the first Portuguese 
satellite) is launched on board 
French rocket Ariane VI.

October
 Benazir Bhutto becomes the first 

woman elected to lead a post-
colonial Muslim state (Pakistan).

November
 The North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA) passes the 
legislative houses in the United 
States, Canada and Mexico. This 
means that it’s possible to trade 
freely within the US, Canada and 
Mexico.

December
 NASA launches the Space Shuttle 

Endeavour on a mission to repair a 
flaw in the Hubble Space Telescope 
called the STS-61.

 The United Nations General 
Assembly votes unanimously to 
appoint a UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights.

Famous films of 1993 
 Schindler’s List 
 The Nightmare Before Christmas 
 Dazed and Confused 
 Jurassic Park 
 The Age of Innocence

Albums released in 1993 
 “Siamese Dream” by Smashing 

Pumpkins
 “August and Everything After” by 

Counting Crows
  “Debut” by Björk

 “Transmissions From the Satellite 
Heart” by The Flaming Lips
“Songs of Faith and Devotion” by 
Depeche Mode 

GLOSSARY
a van n			 
a road vehicle with seats in the 
back as well as a space for carrying 
goods
a warhead n		
the front part of a bomb where the 
explosives are
to dismantle vb		
to separate into different parts
to appoint vb		
if you are “appointed” to a job or 
position, you are formally chosen 
for it
a rival n			 
a person or organisation that you 
compete against

A review of the year. 

Sports Trivia 
 The Chicago Bulls secure a 

99-98 win over the Phoenix 
Suns and win 
their third 
consecutive 
championship.

 Tennis star 
Monica Seles is 
stabbed in the 
back by an obsessed fan of 
rival Steffi Graf at a 
tournament in Hamburg, 
Germany.

 Miguel Indurain wins the 
1993 Tour de France.

Football Trivia
 The following teams win 

in their respective football 
leagues: FC 
Barcelona 
(Spain), 
Manchester 
United FC 
(England), FC 
Porto (Portugal), 
AC Milan (Italy), VfB 
Stuttgart (Germany) and 
Olympique de Marseille 
(France).

1993Year in Review:



Street idioms 
This month, we are looking at some “street” idioms. 
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On easy street 
(informal US 
English)
If you are “on 
easy street”, 
your financial 
situation is 
good.
“I’m on easy street 
now that I’ve got 
this new job and 
I’ve repaid my 
mortgage.”

Word on the street  
“Word on the street” is what people are 
saying about something, or the latest 
rumour.
“Word on the street is that Madonna split up with Guy 
Ritchie.”

To be streets 
ahead
To be much 
better 
or more 
advanced 
than 
someone or 
something.
“If we can 
develop this new 
idea, then we’ll be 
streets ahead of 
the competition.”

A two-way street
If a situation between two people 
is a “two-way street”, then both 
people have to make an equal 
effort to achieve something.
“I can’t do everything myself; this is a two-
way street, you know.”

To be right up someone’s street
If something is “right up someone’s street”, 
it’s perfect for them.
“Teaching is right up Emily’s street; she loves explaining 
things and enjoys school.”

The man/woman on the street
The typical, ordinary person.
“That may be your opinion, but I bet if we asked the man 
or woman on the street, they would disagree with you.”
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GLOSSARY
to stand out from the crowd exp 	
to be different from everyone else 
muddy adj 			 
if something is “muddy”, it is covered 
in “mud” (a mixture of water and 
earth)
knee-deep in something n		
in something up to your knees (the 
joint in the middle of your legs) 
a downpour n		
a period of very heavy rain 
a pair of Wellies exp inform 		
a pair of high rubber boots (often up 
to your knees) that keep your feet dry 
a fairy n			 
an imaginary creature that lives in 
forests 
wings n			 
birds use their “wings” to fly 
a cape n			 
a piece of clothing like a jacket but 
without arms 
tights n	
clothing made of very thin material 
such as nylon that cover your legs up 
to your stomach 
constricting adj 		
if clothing is “constricting”, it is hard to 
move in it because it is so tight 
a bathrobe n	
a piece of clothing you wear after you 
get out of a bath. It is made of the 
same material as towels
a suit n	
a combination of formal clothing with 
the trousers and jacket of the same 
material / colour, etc. 
a stain n			 
a mark of dirt, etc. on clothing 
sweat n			 
the liquid that comes out of your 
body when you are hot, etc. 
wacky adj 			 
strange; unusual 
in adj 			 
fashionable; trendy 
an outfit n	
a set of clothes (a jacket and trousers; 
a jacket and a skirt, etc.) that go 
together 
to sew on n	
to fix something to a material by 
using a needle (a thin piece of metal) 
and thread (a thin piece of cotton, 
etc.) 
a patch n			 
a small piece of material

Be dark 

Three days at a festival 
without a shower or 
a change of clothes 
is not great if you’re 
wearing a white 
suit. So, choose dark 
clothes to hide any 
stains or sweat. If you 
want to add a little 
something special to 
your costume, choose 
some eye-catching 
accessories such as a 
thick gold necklace or 
a wacky pink hat. 

3

Be bright

Say “yes!” to anything 
fluorescent. It was 
the thing to wear in 
2008, and looks set to 
be in again in 2010. 
Outrageous fluorescent 
fabrics are also great 
in case you get lost 
and your friends need 
to find you. Finish off 
your outfit with a pair 
of shoes with flashing 
lights at the back.

4
Be original

Don’t settle for an 
ordinary shirt or pair 
of trousers. Add your 
personal touch by 
sewing on a patch 
of brightly-coloured 
material. Fashion 
should be fun, and 
the more thought you 
put into it, the greater 
the chance you’ll 
have of getting your 
photo in the national 
newspapers. 

So, be comfortable, 
be practical, but be 
fashionable too! Be 
conservative, but 
take a few risks also. 
Remember, you’re 
there for the music, but 
you’re also there to be 
noticed! 

5
Be funny

Fairy wings and 
superhero outfits 
are great for fancy-
dress parties, but 
they’re also great for 
festivals. Nothing says, 
“I’m secure with my 
manhood” better than 
a Superman cape 
and tights. However, 
if you are looking 
for something less 
constricting, sling 
on a bathrobe or a 
pair of pyjamas. You’ll 
be comfortable and 
everyone will admire 
your creativity.

2

Be practical

It often rains at festivals. 
And then things tend 
to get muddy. At last 
year’s Glastonbury, 
festival goers had to 
stand knee-deep in 
mud watching their 
favourite bands after a 
heavy downpour. So, 
come prepared and 
get yourself a pair of 
Wellies. Even fashion 
icon Kate Moss wears 
them. She was seen at 
last year’s festival with 
a pair of green Hunter 
Wellington Boots. And 
now everyone’s buying 
them. They come in 
fashionable green, blue 
and black.

1

How to dress to impress at summer festivals. By Emily Philp

Fun, Sun and
Festival Fashion
Thinking about going to a festival this summer? Not sure 
what to wear? Don’t worry, Emily is here to help. Find out 
all about this year’s festival fashion trends and learn  
how you can really stand out from the crowd. Fu
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Some teenagers are doing it all the time, and 
it’s getting out of control. But how much is 
too much? 

A study says that the average teen sends an 
astonishing 80 text messages a day. 
On some levels this isn’t a bad thing. “Adults use 
their Blackberrys to communicate and teens 
are using their cell phones,” explains Dr Michelle 
Barker, professor of psychiatry and paediatrics at 
The Baytime College of Medicine. “On the plus 
side, text messaging can bring introverted teens 
out of their shell, boost their confidence and 
help them make friends. But some teens lose 
track of how many messages they’re sending 
and how much time is being spent texting. This 
is because there are no immediate consequences 
– you just keep on doing it and forget that it 
costs money. While teens may not see a problem 
with the amount of text messages they send and 
receive, parents may when they have to foot the 
bill.”

Excessive text messaging can also lead to more 
serious problems. “When texting becomes a habit, 
it can affect teens’ school work, their ability to 
sleep at night and how they interact with their 
friends face-to-face. It can also result in an inability 
to concentrate as they are overly-focussed on 
sending or receiving the next message,” Dr Barker 
explained.  

Recent research also shows that texting teens are 
a hazard to others on the road. Teenagers often 
walk while texting, which makes them 43% more 
likely not to look both ways before crossing the 
street. And teens who drive and text at the same 
time are an accident waiting to happen. Lorry 
driver Michael Singleton says he was rear-ended 
by a teen who was driving while texting. “The kid 
told me he didn’t see me... or the 20 cars in front 
of me waiting at the traffic light. He was too busy 
sending messages to his friends!”

So, what can be done about it? “Parents 
considering buying their teen a mobile phone 
should look at both the pros and cons carefully,” 
Dr Barker explains. “While having a cell phone 
with the text messaging feature is a great way 
for teens to stay in touch with their friends 
and family, it can also become a distraction 
in the classroom and a danger on the road. 
Parents should work out a payment or chore 
schedule to help teens learn that they have to be 
accountable for their actions.” 

1  Pre-reading
Before you read the article, do these exercises.
1.	 Make a list of the pros and cons of text 

messaging.
2. 	 What could the potential dangers of text 

messaging amongst teens be? Think of one 
example.

2  Reading I
Read the article to check your ideas from the Pre-reading exercise. 

3  Reading II     
Read the article again about texting and teenagers. What does the 
article say about the following?
1.	 number of messages sent
2. 	confidence
3. 	 expense
4. 	 school 
5. 	road accidents 

4  Language focus collocating 
Look at the sentence from the article, “...text messaging can bring 
introverted teens out of their shell, boost their confidence...”
1.	 Make a list of other verbs that collocate with 

“confidence”.
2. 	Make a sentence / question with each 

collocation. 

5  Discussion 
1.	 How many text messages do you send on a 

normal day? 
2. 	Why do you normally text? For example, to make 

plans with friends.
3. 	Do you agree that text messaging can be 

dangerous? Why? Why not?

GLOSSARY
astonishing adj		
surprising; shocking
introverted adj		
someone who is “introverted” is 
quiet / timid
a teen abbr		
a teenager; someone who is 
between the ages of 13 and19
to come out of your shell exp	
if someone “comes out of their 
shell”, they become more friendly 
and less quiet and shy
to boost vb			 
if something “boosts” your morale 
or confidence, it increases it
to lose track exp		
if you “lose track” of something or 
someone, you don’t know where 
they are or what is happening to 
them
to foot the bill exp		
if you “foot the bill”, you pay for 
something
a hazard n			 
something that could be a danger 
to you or someone else
to be rear-ended exp		
if you are “rear-ended”, a vehicle or 
driver crashes into the back of your 
car 
a kid n informal		
a child
a feature n		
a “feature” of something is an 
interesting or important part of it 
to stay in touch exp		
if you “stay in touch” with family 
and friends, you maintain contact 
with them over the years

Common 
Text Message 
Abbreviations 
ASAP – As soon as 
possible
brb – Be right back
bf/gf – boyfriend, 
girlfriend
btw – by the way
C – see
Cya – see you
fyi – For your 
information
gtg – Got to go
ilu – I love you
jk – just kidding
idk – I don’t know
idc – I don’t care
lol – laughing out loud
msg – message
omg – Oh my God
ttyl – talk to you later
u – you 
w/ - with   
4 – four/for
2 – two/to

Text-messaging teens are a big problem. 

Answers on page 45

BTW, RU 
texting 
me?

FYI, 
yes! C U 
2nite! 
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Bullying in the workplace is on the rise. But what 
can we do about it?

The workplace is full of a variety of characters. There’s 
the obsessive worker, the happy-go-lucky employee 
and the enthusiastic team player, just to mention a few. 
One of the worst types is the workplace bully. They’re 
the ones who do their utmost to make our lives a 
misery. 

The behaviour of a workplace bully can take many 
forms. Sometimes it’s quite subtle: ignoring someone, 
glaring at them, spreading rumours about them or 
laughing at their opinions. But other times it’s more 
serious, particularly when it’s the boss who’s doing it. 
Typical examples can include shouting aggressively at 
employees, humiliating them in public, giving them 
more work than they can cope with, inconsistently 
changing hours and duties, cancelling holidays 
without good reason and excluding them from social 
gatherings. 

Jenny Kondek knows what it’s like to have a bully as 
a boss. “I’ve been in lots of jobs, but the last one I had 
was terrible. For some reason, my boss had something 
against me. Maybe she felt threatened by me, I don’t 
know. Anyway, she was always changing my holidays 
and giving me lots of extra work to do, especially on 
a Friday afternoon. It all came to a head during a 
meeting when I was publicly reprimanded for not 
reacting well in an emergency situation. That’s when 
I decided that I’d had enough. After everyone had left 
the room, I said, ‘I don’t want to be spoken to like that.’ 
She couldn’t believe that I’d stood up for myself and she 
stopped picking on me after that.”

In some cases, bullying can cause serious medical 
disorders. These can range from a loss of a sense 
of humour, depression, migraine headaches, skin 
disorders, chest pains, constant fatigue, abdominal 
pains and even vomiting. To make matters worse, 
experts say the levels of bullying are on the increase. 
Researchers from the Workplace Bullying Institute say 
that women bullies are becoming more frequent. In 
fact, their research shows that 40% of bullies in the 
workplace are women. 

So, what should you do if you are a victim of bullying? 
Human resources expert Mary Holtman says it’s simple. 
“Above all, you should remember that no one has the 
right to treat you badly. The most important thing is to 
stand up to bullies. Let them know that you will not 
tolerate their behaviour in any way, and that you won’t 
allow yourself to become a victim. If things continue to 
be bad, then you must report it to someone higher up. 
And if they refuse to take notice, leave the company. 
These problems will not go away on their own.” 

GLOSSARY
utmost n inf			 
if you are trying your “utmost” to do 
something, you are really trying to do it
to glare vb			 
to look at someone with an angry 
expression on your face 
to cope with something exp	
if you “cope with” something, you can 
do it and it isn’t too much for you
to have something against 
someone exp	
if someone “has something against 
you”, they don’t like you 
to come to a head exp		
if a situation “comes to a head”, it 
reaches the point where urgent 
action is necessary
to reprimand vb	
if you are “reprimanded”, someone 
speaks angrily to you because you 
have done something wrong	
to pick on someone exp		
to repeatedly criticise someone or 
treat them unkindly
a migraine headache n		
an extremely painful headache that 
makes a person feel very ill
to make matters worse exp		
to make a difficult situation even 
more difficult		
to stand up to someone exp	
if you “stand up to someone” 
powerful, you defend yourself 
against that person
a hotline n		
a telephone number that the public 
can use to find out information about a 
particular subject

1  Pre-reading
Before you read the article, do these two exercises.
1.	 Make a list of character types you find 

in the workplace. For example, the  
happy-go-lucky employee.

2. 	Define a “bully” or the act of “bullying”. 
Give examples.

2  Reading I
Read the article. Which workplace character types are 
mentioned?

3  Reading II     
Read the article again and give examples of the following:
1.	 Forms of bullying. For example, ignoring 

people. 
2. 	A situation in which someone is bullied.
3. 	The impact of bullying on your health.
4. 	Actions to take if you’re a victim of bullying.
 
4  Language focus expressions 

“I’ve had enough.”
1.	 Does this expression have positive or 

negative connotations?
2.	 In what kind of situation would you say, 

“I’ve had enough”? When did you last say 
“I’ve had enough”?

5  Discussion 
In your own words, give your opinion on the following 
points from the article (in relation to your city):
1. 	Do you think bullying is a problem in 

companies in your country?  Why? Why not?
2.	 Where else can you find bullying? Give 

examples.
3.	 Which piece of advice in the article do you 

most agree with? Give reasons.

The 
Workplace 
Bullying 
Institute
The WBI describes itself 
as the sole United States 
organisation dedicated 
to the eradication of 
workplace bullying. Gary 
and Ruth Namie started 
the Campaign Against 
Workplace Bullying 
in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. They also 
established the first US 
bullying crisis hotline. 
The Institute launched 
the “WBI University” in 
2008 and continues to 
offer support for those 
experiencing bullying in 
the workplace.

Answers on page 45

The bad things bad people do at work. 
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 Anti-bullying 
technique 
number 1: 
fingers in 

ears. 

 I am NOT 
a bully. 



Clothing

2  To wear out    
If you “wear out” clothing, you use it so 

much that it becomes thin or broken.

5  To kick off
If you “kick off” your shoes, you 
use your feet to remove your 

shoes.

6  To slip on
To put clothes on quickly and casually.
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Phrasal verb themes 
This month, we’ve got some phrasal verbs about Clothing. Complete the sentences 
with the words below.    Answers on page 45

running       parents      wrinkled       party      dress      short      television      buttons

7  To do up 
If you “do up” clothes, you 

fasten/button them.

8  To grow out of
If a child “grows out of” an item of 
clothing, they become too big for it.

3  To dress up  
To wear nice clothes, often  

for a formal occasion.

“Shelly tried 
on those 

jeans three 
times, but 
she didn’t 
buy them 
because 

they 
were too 

_________.”

“Our whole family 
dressed up for my 

sister’s ____________.”

“Michael kicked 
off his shoes 
and turned on 
the __________ 
as soon as he 

got home.”

“She asked 
her mom to 
do up the 

___________ 
on the 

back of her 
blouse.”

“He wore out those 
shoes because he went  

__________ in them every 
day for three years.”

“All my clothes got ___________ 
because I didn’t hang them up.”

“She only needed 
a minute to slip 
on her _________ 

and walk out 
the door.”

“Adam has grown out of all of his 
trousers and shirts, which is why his 
________ have to take him shopping.”

4  To hang up   
To put your clothes on a hanger or 

washing line so they can dry or not get 
creased.

1  To try on
To put on a piece of clothing  

to see if it f its.
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Tapescripts
It’s so Unfair Track 8
Parent:	 George, have you seen your bedroom? It looks like World 

War 3 in there!
George:	 I cleaned it at the weekend. 
Parent:	 Cleaned it? Well, it doesn’t look clean to me. Did you know 

that there was a slice of bread under your bed?
George:	 (sheepishly) Didn’t see that.
Parent:	 No, obviously not. And how many times have I asked you to 

pick up your clothes?
George:	 All right!
Parent:	 Now George, how long does it take to pick your pyjamas off 

the floor and put them on your bed?
George:	 Don’t know.
Parent:	 I’m just asking you to be a little tidier.
George:	 All right, all right.
Parent: 	 Thank you, George. So, how was your day at school?
George:	 (grunts “all right”)
Parent: 	 Sorry, I missed that.
George:	 ‘All right’, I said.
Parent: 	 Well, did you do anything interesting there? I see you’ve 

got the book Of Mice and Men. That’s one of my favourite 
books.

George:	 It’s all right. I prefer comics. 
Parent:	 Well, I’m not sure how much you’d learn from a comic 

book. Have you got any homework to do for tomorrow?
George:	 No.
Parent:	 Now, George. You know I can find out. All I have to do is call 

Simon’s mother and ask her if Simon has any homework. 
So, I’ll ask you again. Have you…

George:	 All right. There’s this essay.
Parent:	 Oh, on what?
George:	 The characters in Of Mice and Men. 
Parent:	 Well, I can help you with that, if you like.
George:	 No, thanks.
Parent:	 OK. I just thought it’d be nice to help you before dinner. 

But, if you don’t want me to… 
George:	 What’s for dinner?
Parent:	 Fish, broccoli and sweet potatoes. 
George: 	 Yuk! I hate broccoli.
Parent:	 George, broccoli is very good for you. Where are you going?
George:	 To Simon’s house. We’re gonna play some video games.
Parent:	 George, you know the agreement: homework first, play 

later. You know how tired you get after dinner.
George:	 That is so unfair!

Festival Fun Track 13
Interviewer:	 Here in the studio today we have Emily Thompson, 

an arts and culture correspondent, writer and avid 
festival goer. Welcome Emily, not long to go now 
before the big festival, Glastonbury.

Emily:	 I know. I can’t wait!
Interviewer:	 Now, I haven’t been to Glastonbury myself, but I’ve 

been told it’s an unforgettable experience, but that 
you have to be prepared. 

Emily:	 Yes, that’s right.
Interviewer:	 So, how do you prepare for it?
Emily:	 Well, first of all, let’s start with the essential items. 

Remember, you’ll be camping, so you’ll need a tent, a 
sleeping bag and a stove if you want to cook!

Interviewer:	 You see, that’s where the problem starts – I don’t 
think I’m much of a camper.

Emily:	 Well, you don’t have to camp – there are hotels in the 
local area, but it’s not as fun. If you do decide to camp, 
check the weather forecast beforehand. If it rains, a 
hotel might be the safest option anyway. Remember 
what happened in 1997?

Interviewer:	 No, what happened?
Emily:	 There were pictures all over the newspapers. Heavy 

rain turned the campsite into a mud bath. Festival 
fans were practically swimming in mud.

Interviewer:	 Oh yes, of course that was in 1997! So, what else do I 
need to take? 

Emily:	 Apart from the essentials, take as little as possible, 
and make sure what you take is mostly disposable. 
Although theft doesn’t happen as much as before, 
you still need to be careful. Plus, your camping space 
might be miles from where the action happens. If 
that’s the case, you don’t want to be carrying too 
much.

Interviewer:	 So, maybe disposable raincoats are good to take?
Emily:	 Yes, those are great for festivals. You want to be 

comfortable. Being cold or wet can make the whole 
experience miserable.

Interviewer:	 So, we’re packed and ready to go, but there’s one thing 
we forgot to mention… the tickets.

 Emily:	 Oh yes, that’s quite important! And it’s actually the 
first thing you need to organise. First, you need to 
register before the deadline, 			
which is in March. Tickets go on sale later, but you 

need to be registered before you buy the ticket.
Interviewer:	 And where do you buy the ticket?
Emily:	 Online is the quickest option, but you can also buy 

them over the phone.
Interviewer:	 How much are the tickets this year?
Emily:	 Weekend tickets will be 155 pounds and there’s also a 

4 pound booking fee. You can pay with a debit card or 
by cheque.

Interviewer:	 And most important of all, what’s the line up this 
year?

Emily:	 There are some great bands coming this year. Bruce 
Springsteen and Franz Ferdinand are among the 
confirmed acts. And, there have been rumours that... 
(voice trails off.)

British Bar Chat Track 22
This month, Madeline and Elaine are talking about babies in public 
places.

Madeline: 	You know, the other day, I went to the library. And I was 
getting into internet, and it was lovely. It was all quiet, and 
I was able to concentrate…

Elaine: 	 Mm-hmm…
Madeline: 	And then suddenly, a mummy came in with a pushchair. 

And the silence went. And the baby was crying. And, you 
know, it was incredible. The mummy just would not stop 
her child, from making a noise, crying, whatever… and it 
was incredible because the librarian didn’t take any notice.

Elaine: 	 Awww, but it must be difficult for a young mum, you 
know. I mean, she just wanted to get out of the house for a 
bit, read a book…

Madeline: 	Hahahaha.
Elaine: 	 You know, she can’t just abandon the baby at home.
Madeline: 	True, but I-I think if you go to a public place, like a library, 

all right, that’s the place where you’ve got to be quiet, 
haven’t you? I mean, if you want to go for a walk with your 
baby in a pushchair, OK, the baby can make as much noise 
as she likes, or it likes. When you’re in a public place where 
there’s silence necessary, I think it’s an infringement on-on 
people.

Elaine: 	 I know what you mean. I mean, maybe she should’ve, you 
know, tried to hush the baby a little bit, but you know, 
I still think she needs to get out of the house, and if she 
wants to take the baby with her to the library, I think that’s 
good. I mean, at least she’s not taking it down to the pub 
with her or anything, you know?

Madeline: 	No. True, true.

US Bar Chat Track 23
Melanie: 	 Well, my-my niece and nephew are coming this weekend, 

so I’m gonna take them to the local theme park. Have 
you-have you been to Six Flags Great America?

Gina: 	 I try to avoid theme parks whenever possible. I really 
don’t like rollercoasters, and things where I’m not in 
control.

Melanie: 	 Oh, really? I love them. Oh, it’s a great feeling. When 
you’re just flying down a hill and then back up and 
around.

Gina: 	 Just talking about that makes my hands start sweating. 
Seriously.

Melanie: 	 I’m just scared they’re gonna all want to go all on those 
roundabout, you know, spinning in circles, those kinds of 
rides. I hate those things.

Gina: 	 Actually, I kinda like the spinning around ones. As long as 
it doesn’t go too fast, it’s pretty fun.

Melanie: 	 Everybody-all the-everybody that I talk to that doesn’t 
like rollercoasters, they always love those spinning 
things. I don’t understand it. It’s awful.

Gina: 	 I know, but the spinning ones are fun, because you know 
that you’re not gonna fall or there’s no kind of gravity 
change or elevation change. You know you’re just going 
in a circle and you know that’s where you’re gonna stay. 
That’s what I like.

Melanie: 	 Yeah, but when you walk off the-off the ride, you’re just 
completely dizzy. You feel like you’re gonna fall off then.

Gina: 	 That’s true. But at least you know you’re only hitting 
the floor and there’s not, you know, maybe five feet or 
something underneath you, instead of…

Melanie:	 I do like that ride though when you walk into the room, 
you stand against the wall, and then it starts spinning 
and then the floor drops out from under you. I love that 
ride. That’s so cool.

Gina: 	 It sounds cool. But I don’t know. I’ve never, I’ve seen 
it, I’ve walked by it, and I always think, “That could be 
interesting.” But I don’t know. Maybe next time. Maybe 
I’ll come with you guys if…

Melanie: 	 I’d be the one that slips down and gets my foot caught in 
the floor when it rises back up or something.

Gina: 	 Oh my gosh, that is a haunting, haunting thought.
Melanie: 	 Yeah, well, anyways, you sure you don’t wanna come 

with us?

Gina:	 Erm… I’ll think about it.
Melanie: 	 OK. See ya later.

Story: The Shop Episode 10 Track 
24

Mr Burns: 	 (Mr Burns and Bob walk in.) What is this? 
Carol: 	 We decided to make a little mountain with the boxes. 
Mr Burns: 	 Very funny. Where’s Jim? 
Carol: 	 He just went for a walk. He’ll be back very soon… 

with the police. 
Mr Burns: 	 (To Bob) Quick! Let’s get out of here. (the sound of a 

police siren outside) 
Bob: 	 What’s that? 
Mr Burns: 	 The police. Run! (A police officer runs in.) 
Police officer: 	 Mr Burns? 
Mr Burns: 	 Yes. 
Police officer: 	 You are under arrest for suspected art theft. 
Carol: 	 Well done, Jim. You did it. 
Jim: 	 Yes, I did. 
Police officer: 	 You two are very brave. 
Carol: 	 Thank you. So, what was Mr Burns doing? 
Police officer: 	 Well, as you know, these paintings were stolen 

from houses and art galleries in England. They were 
stored here in this shop. Then they were taken to 
Southampton and shipped to the USA. Later, they 
were sold to rich people there. 

Carol: 	 Amazing. 
Police officer: 	 The good news is that there’s some reward money. 
Carol: 	 How much? 
Police officer: 	 Forty thousand euros. 
Jim: 	 Forty thousand euros? That’s a lot of money. 
Police officer: 	 Yes, that’s right. Lucky you. 
Jim: 	 Great. 
Carol: 	 Right, let’s go to the cinema. 
Jim: 	 Good idea. 
Carol: 	 And afterwards, we can decide what to do with all our 

money.

Mood Swings Track 26
Interviewer:	 Today we have Pat Bull in the studio to talk about 

mood swings. So, Pat, what are mood swings and does 
everyone have them?

Pat:	 Well, mood swings are emotional ups and downs. If 
you think about the verb, “to swing”, it makes sense. 
You swing from one state of mind which may be 
positive to another, which may be negative.

Interviewer:	 I see, so does it affect most people?
Pat:	 Yes. Mood swings are very common and shouldn’t be 

confused with more serious illnesses like depression or 
bipolar disorder. 

Interviewer:	 So, what’s the difference?
Pat:	 Well, mood swings don’t last as long as severe 

depression and the feeling of sadness and desperation 
isn’t as serious.

Interviewer:	 OK. So, can we regulate these mood swings or do we 
just have to put up with it?

Pat:	 Not at all. As with many emotional disorders, mood 
swings go untreated because people are too ashamed 
to go to the doctor. There is an 80% to 90% success rate 
for those who seek help for their mood swings.

Interviewer: 	 And what are the common causes?
Pat:	 Like everything, it comes down to science. Mood 

swings are caused by chemical imbalances or hormonal 
changes.

Interviewer:	 When you say chemical imbalance, what do you mean 
exactly? 

Pat:	 The brain releases chemicals called neurotransmitters. 
How these neurotransmitters are released and 
reabsorbed will affect your mood.

Interviewer: 	 If it’s an imbalance as you say, is there any medicine you 
can take to help? 

Pat:	  Of course, there is medicine. There are also therapy 
techniques which work too.

Interviewer: 	 And how about when people experience hormonal 
changes?

Pat:	 Well, they happen typically to teenagers. When 
teenagers reach puberty, they often have mood swings. 
Of course, adults can have them too. For example, 
pregnant women can suffer from post natal depression 
due to these chemical imbalances.  

Interviewer: 	 So, I suppose the question is, when should we seek 
help? Or should we at all? As you said at the beginning, 
mood swings are part of human nature.

Pat:	 Yes, it’s like everything. It depends on the extent of the 
problem or mood swing. If mood swings start to take 
over your life and interfere with your relationships, 
that’s when you might need help.

Interviewer:	 Well, that was all most interesting and very reassuring 
for our listeners to know that it’s OK to feel down in the 
dumps every now and then.

Pat:	 Yes, and, what’s more, you can do something about it.
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Interviewer:	 Well, we’re out of time, but thanks so much for coming in.
Pat:	 My pleasure.

Rise and Shine Track 29
Interview: 	 Summer is approaching and all the great things that come with it – that 

relaxed summertime feeling and best of all, holiday plans! So, to help us 
choose this year’s summer holiday, we have tourist board employee, Stephanie 
Mahoney with us in the studio. Welcome, Stephanie.

Stephanie:	 Hi there. Thanks for having me on your show. 
Interviewer: 	 So, what’s your recommendation for this summer? 
Stephanie: 	 Well, my recommendation comes from personal experience. I went camping 

last year and it was the best holiday of my life.
Interviewer:	 Really? I fear our listeners might be asking themselves how camping can 

be thought of as a holiday of a lifetime. No disrespect, but it’s not exactly 
everyone’s idea of a perfect holiday.

Stephanie: 	 Well, no, but how many listeners out there have tried it? I’ll bet not many. And, 
what people don’t realise is that camping can be a sophisticated holiday. 

Interviewer:	 So, sell it to us, Stephanie. Why do you think we should be packing our 
sleeping bags and stoves to venture into the wilderness?

Stephanie:	 Right, well first of all, you pointed out the first advantage and magic of 
camping: the countryside. Just imagine it: you wake up in the middle of green 
fields to the delightful smell of the countryside. You unzip your tent to find the 
purest kind of peace and tranquility: no cars in sight, no concrete, no noise, no 
smog – just you and Mother Nature. 

Interviewer:	 It does sound very idyllic, particularly for people like me who have to put up 
with the noise and pollution that come with living in the city. But, what is so 
great about camping?

Stephanie:	 OK, the picture I just painted is the most basic form of camping for real 
nature lovers. But, if you go on the internet, you’ll see that there are so many 
campsites now that offer many amenities and in beautiful surroundings. 
In fact, I have a friend who was camping in Goa recently and his photos are 
incredible.

Interviewer:	 Wow – Goa, that sounds much more glamorous than Bogna Regis where my 
parents took me camping! 

Stephanie:	 (laughing) Yes, she did say it was stunning. The tents were more like chalets, 
which goes back to what I was saying before. Campsites and their facilities are 
more sophisticated nowadays. 

Interviewer:	 For example…?
Stephanie:	 Well, to give you an idea, my friend’s tent had a four-poster bed, a private en-

suite bathroom and a fully-equipped kitchen which she didn’t end up using 
because there was an on-site cook who was available at their request. 

Interviewer:	 That sounds more like a luxury package holiday.
Stephanie:	 Exactly. And best of all, the tent was on a quiet beach, so you can imagine how 

gorgeous the surroundings were.
Interviewer:	 Yes, I can, and I bet our listeners can now too! I might need to change my 

holiday plans!

Off the Cuff Track 35
Off the Cuff
So, what do you think of obsessive sports fans?

Off the Cuff A: 
Yeah, well, I’m not really into sport myself. I mean, I like, you know, I like going to the 
bar now and then if there’s a good game on, you know, go with a few friends, but, you 
know, the really important games, like maybe an international football game or, you 
know, the final of a cup or something, and erm, I real-apart from that, I don’t really like 
watching football, so, or any other sports on TV. I actually prefer to do it, but, I mean, I 
know some people, they just go a bit mad about sport and they like watching all the 
time and I can’t, you know, I know this guy spends all- he can spend all day watching 
a cricket match on TV, or you know, golf or billiards and darts, and it’s just like, I 
can’t understand why someone would want to spend a whole day or a whole night 
watching that. It’s a bit boring. It’s more fun to do it. And, you know, things like when 
people go down to the gym all the time. It’s good to keep fit, you know, to have a good 
body, flat stomach and all that. But you know, some people, you know, they just take 
it to another extreme, don’t they? You know, taking special food and medicine, and 
even, you know, drugs, so you can get big muscles and things like that. And then you 
know that’s when it becomes dangerous, I think. And, so, yeah, so I think you’ve gotta 
take sport in moderation and realise it’s a good thing, but you shouldn’t get too into it.

Off the Cuff B:
Oh, so obnoxious. I hate it when all these sports fans, all they do, everyday, is talk 
about football, rugby, I don’t care, soccer whatever country you’re in, that’s all they 
obsess about. You know, the other day, I was watching that big league game in 
Barcelona. And, it’s great that we won, I was really happy, but gosh, then last night, 
again, on the news, all they were talking about was this game. People celebrating, 
drinking. I went into work, and everybody was just talking about football, football, 
football. I love sports. I really do, I like watching sports. But when you obsess over 
one person or one sport, it just becomes too much. You know, sometimes when the 
Olympics go on, everybody’s talking about the Olympics, and that’s a bit different, 
because it’s every once in a while. But if it’s year after year, the same team, the same 
sport, you get violent over it, I can’t believe it. Ukk, I don’t know.
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answers
Answers
Witchcraft and 
Wizardry page 4 
3 	 Reading II                                                               
1T  2F  3T  4F  5T
4 	 Language focus                                                      
1.	 “to enjoy” = I enjoy going to the 

cinema. I enjoy reading books.

Lend a Hand Page 5                                                     
3	 Reading II                                                           
1.	 Shin was sick as a child, but was cured.                                   
2. 	 Shin started the program because 

of the poverty he saw in Honduras.           
3. 	 Shin participated in a volunteer 

program in Honduras.                           
4. 	 The organisation grew quickly.                                           
5. 	 Shin deferred his acceptance to 

medical school to focus on his 
organisation.        

4 	 Language focus                                                        
1.	 “What would you do if you had a 

second chance at life?” The second 
conditional is used for hypothetical 
situations/questions.  

Useful Vocabulary
Page 8
1c 2h 3i 4d 5g 6j 7a 8f 9e 10b

Dr Fingers Error
Correction Page 13
2. 	 Suddenly, there was a loud crash 

outside.
3. 	 Last night, we drove thirty kilometres.
4. 	 I asked him why he was late.
5. 	 Hello, Alan is here to see you. / Alan 

has come to see you.
6. 	 Please shut the door when you 

leave.

“It’s so Unfair” Page 13                                                            
3 Listening II                                                           
1. 	 George’s mum found a piece of 

bread under his bed.                           
2. 	 He always leaves his pyjamas on 

the floor.                                  
3. 	 George is reading Of Mice and Men.                                           
4. 	 She says she will call Simon’s mum 

to check if George has homework.           
5. 	 Mum is making fish, broccoli, and 

sweet potatoes for dinner.                    
4 	 Language Focus                                                       
The phrase “going to” is abbreviated 
as “gonna.” 

Grammar Fun Page 14                                                   
1. 	 parking 
2. 	 countries 
3. 	 camping 
4. 	 car park 
5. 	 campsite 

Film Scripts Page 15
1 Exercises
1. The Good Witch of the North 
2. Toto
3. Toto escapes
 2 Definitions
1b 2a 3b 4b 5a 6b

Consensual Living 
Page 16
3 Reading II                                                           
1. 	 In the past, children were treated 

like secondary members of the 
household. They were expected to 
follow the rules of the adults.                               

2.  	This method focuses on 
communication and the needs of 
the entire family. Family members 
must make sacrifices for each 
other to find solutions to their 
problems. Rules set by parents 
are not necessarily law and do not 
need to be followed if they are not 
understood or agreed with.                                

4 	 Language Focus                                                        
1. 	 “have to” is used to talk about 

obligations.  

Make it Funny? Page 17                                                   
3 	 Reading II                                                            
1. 	 Lars von Trier is the creator of 

Dogma 95 and is known for his 
“dark” filmmaking. 

2. 	 The Advance Party is a collective 
of Scottish, Danish and Irish 
production companies. 

3. 	 The rules state that the budget of 
a movie cannot be more than €1.5 
million; no script can be longer 
than 88 pages; movies cannot have 
more than eight characters and 
must be shot within an eight-mile 
radius. Finally, stories must have an 
“uplifting ending.” 

4. 	 Jay Leno’s show will now be on 

at 10. He says that usually at this 
time, every network shows mystery 
programmes. He wants to add 
variety to TV during this hour. 

5. 	 The credit crunch has not affected 
“heavier” films very much because 
people still want to see quality 
movies.                                                 

4 Language focus                                                       
1. 	 Filmmaker, filmmaking, budget, 

script, characters, film, directors                
	 The Filmmaker wanted to create a 

“feel good” movie.                         
	 Lars von Trier has created a new 

type of filmmaking.
	 The budget of a movie can become 

very expensive.                          
	 Actors have to memorize the script 

before performing.                    
	 Characters in movies are played by 

different actors.                             
	 I want to see the new film that will 

be released in July.                         
	 The directors of the movie gave 

direction to the actors.  

Trivia Matching Page 18
1d 2e 3c 4b 5g 6h 7i 8a 9f 10j 

Festival Fun Page 24                                                     
1	  Pre listening                                                         
	 tent, stove, sleeping bag                                                  
3 	 Listening II                                                          
 	 1F 2F 3F 4T 5F                                    
4 	 Language focus                                                  
“Although” is a word used to mean 
“despite” or “even though.” It is a linker 
used to contrast two ideas. 

Jokes Page 26
 1F 2B 3H 4D 5A 6E 7G 8C
   
Dumbed Down Page 27                                                   
3 	 Reading II                                                            
1. 	 Rob Stewart is a professor at the 

University of West of England. He is 
disappointed that more and more 
students are not good at spelling.                            

2. 	 Jim Knight is a member of 
Parliament and the Minister of 
State for Schools and Learners. He 
thinks his spelling is good, but that 
he just needs to check it better.  

3. 	 Kevin Blunkett is a geology 
professor from the University of 
London. He thinks that people 
simply do not care about spelling 
anymore.                           

4 	 Language focus                                                        
“Who’s to blame?”  

Smoking Survey 
Page 28                                                        
2 	 Reading I                                                             
1. 	The pub Cutting Edge has turned 

itself into a “Smoking Research 
Centre” by making customers fill out 
a survey before ordering a drink. 
Bars in Minnesota tell people to 
dress up in crazy costumes because 
they found a clause that theatre 
actors are allowed to smoke in bars.       

3 	 Reading II                                                            
1. 	 A Smoking Research Centre is a 

place where people fill out surveys 
and the results are analyzed for 
research.                                                 

2. 	 Customers must fill out a survey 
about smoking before they order a 
drink.         

3. 	 Smokers and non-smokers alike 
approve of the Cutting Edge's idea 
because it brings more people to 
the bar.                                                   

4.	 In Minnesota, if customers want to 
smoke, they have to dress up like 
theatre actors.  

5.	 There is no way of knowing what 
the government will do, but they 
may close down the bar.                                 

4 	 Language focus                                                       
“Where there’s a will, there’s a way.” 

Riddles Page 31
1.	 the letter “e” 
2. 	 a stamp 
3.	 She’s a photographer. She took his 

picture, developed it in the dark 
room and  hung it to dry.

Mood Swings Page 33
1 Pre-listening 
a moodswing is an emotional up 
and down.
2 Listening I
teenagers- when teenagers reach 
puberty, they often have mood swings.
pregnant women- they can suffer 
from post natal depression due to 
chemical imbalances.

chemical imbalances- can make 
pregnant women feel depressed.
hormones-when people experience 
hormonal changes, they often have 
mood swings. 
3 	 Listening II                                                           
1. 	 Mood swings are emotional “ups 

and downs,” or changes in mood.              
2. 	 Mood swings do not last as long 

as depression and the feeling of 
sadness is not as serious.                                                               

3. 	 People do not go to the doctor for 
mood swings because they are too 
embarrassed.  

4. 	 Mood swings are caused by 
chemical imbalances or hormonal 
changes.           

5. 	 Mood swings are common in 
teenagers and pregnant women, 
but can also occur in adults.                                                                 

4 	 Language focus – phrasal verbs                                            
1. 	 “Take over” in this case means “to 

dominate.” 

Rise and Shine page 36                                                          
3 Listening II                                                          
1. 	 She says most people don’t look at 

camping as a sophisticated holiday.            
2. 	 Camping allows city dwellers to 

experience nature and get away 
from the noise and pollution of the 
city.                                                      

3. 	 She says that camping is becoming 
more sophisticated, with luxury 
beds, bathrooms and kitchens.                                                            

4 	 Language focus: expressions 
for movement

	 venture into: despite 
Our company is going to venture into a 
new market.”
walking into, climbing into

New Message page 40                                                           
3 Reading II                                                            
1. 	 The average teenager sends 80 text 

messages per day.                         
2. 	 Text messaging can help shy 

teenagers to make friends.                        
3. 	 Texting becomes expensive when 

people don’t pay attention to how 
many messages they send.                                                              

4. 	 Text messaging can negatively 
affect schooling because teens 
lose sleep and have trouble 
concentrating.                                                   

5. 	 Texting causes many accidents 
because teens are less likely to 
look both ways before crossing the 
street or notice other cars around 
them on the road.                   

4 	 Language Focus: Collocating                                            
Look at the sentence from the 
article, “...text messaging can bring 
introverted teens out of their 
shell, boost their confidence...”                                   
1. 	 verbs that collocate with 

confidence: to boost/build/gain/
have/lose.

Professional Sabotage
page 41                                                    
3 	 Reading II                                                                    
1. 	 Some examples of bullying are 

ignoring people, glaring at them, 
spreading rumors, or laughing at 
their opinions.                                                 

2. 	 People can be bullied by their 
bosses in the workplace. 

3. 	 Bullying can cause a loss of sense 
of humour, depression, migraines, 
skin disorders, chest pains, fatigue 
and even vomiting.                                       

4.	 If you are a victim of bullying, you 
should stand up for yourself and 
let them know you will not tolerate 
their attitude. If the problem 
continues, you should report it to 
someone higher up in the company. 

4 	 Language focus: expressions                                                   
1. 	 This expression has a negative 

connotation.                                 
2. 	 You might say “I’ve had enough” 

when someone has been bullying 
you for too long and you want it to 
stop.

Phrasal verb themes
page 42                                                                                                                 
1. 	  short;  
2. 	 running; 
3. 	 party 
4. 	 wrinkled 
5. 	 television 
6. 	 dress; 
7. 	 buttons; 
8. 	 parents
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Speak of the devil
Have you ever been talking about someone when 
they suddenly appeared? If you have, then you have 
“spoken of the devil”. For example, if Kari and Landon 
are talking about Milton, and Milton calls or walks in 
the door, Kari or Landon could say, “Speak of the devil”. 
This expression has been shortened from “Speak of the 
devil and he will appear.” For example: 
Landon: 	 Hey, did you hear about Milton? Apparently... 

(suddenly Milton appears). 
Milton: 	 Hi. 
Landon: 	 Oh, look. Speak of the devil. We were just 

talking about you. 

These days, it’s often used in a light-hearted way, but 
many years ago it had a more sinister meaning. Many 
people believed that if you talked about the devil, he 

would actually appear. The phrase was also a warning 
against eavesdropping. The complete expression was 
“No good of himself does a listener hear. Speak of the 
devil he’s sure to appear.” 

So, the moral of the story is: don’t talk about people 
and don’t listen to others talking about people! 

Elephant in the room
This American expression refers to a topic that 
everyone knows about but that no one is willing to 
talk about because it's too embarrassing/taboo, etc. 
For example, imagine that you’re around someone 
with a very obvious drug problem. There is plenty of 
tension, but no one brings the subject up. Basically, 
with the expression "an elephant in the room”, the 
"elephant" could be the drug problem topic that no 
one wants to talk about. For example: 
Betty: 	 One of my cousins has got a real drinking 

problem. 
Sam: 	 Can’t you do anything about it? 
Betty: 	 No. Every time we touch on the topic, she 

gets really defensive. But it’s become so 
obvious to everyone in our family. It’s a real 
elephant in the room. 

The phrase is also used to refer 
to taboo topics such as race or 
religion. The first recorded use of 
the phrase was in the New York 
Times. They wrote: 
“Financing schools has become 
about equal to having an 
elephant in the room. It’s so big you just can’t ignore it.”

In September 
2006, UK artist 
Banksy created 
an image to 
illustrate the 
expression. 
He displayed 
the work at an 
exhibition in 
Los Angeles. 

So, there you have it. 
Good luck with these 
expressions and get 
ready for more next 
month. 
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GLOSSARY		
light-hearted adj 		
not serious
to eavesdrop vb 	
to listen in to other people’s 
conversations
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expressions of the Month 

Adam Sandler’s 
latest film 

“Funny People”

Robert  
Downey’s Jr’s 

comeback

American  
comedy  
special

Useful Vocabulary:  
Back to the Office

The History  of Comedy
The Humour 

Dictionary

Want to impress your friends with 
some new expressions in English? 

Check out these two and try to use 
them in conversation before the 

end of the month.

 I’m 
listening! 
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