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In this episode, The Teacher introduces you to three idiomatic phrases connected with the 
colour green.  
 
1. To have green fingers. 
2. The grass is always greener on the other side. 
3. I’m green with envy. 
 

 
 
 
Hello, I’m a very interesting and intelligent gardener…man. 

 

And today, this thumb, this lawn and this head are getting together with the colour green to 

teach you some English idioms. 

 

I bet you’ve never been taught by the colour green before. 

 

Do you like my garden? It’s very… wild. 

 

So you won’t be surprised to see these… 

 

In English, if someone is a good gardener and can make plants grow very easily, we say they 

have green fingers. 

 

To have green fingers. 

 

Oh. That’s not very good, is it? My lawn is my weakness. 

 

Oh, I wish I had a different lawn!  If I had a different lawn… 

 

… everything would be so much better in my life. 
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Ah, my boss’s lawn. Beautiful, isn’t it? It’s so much greener than my lawn. But then the grass 

is always greener on the other side. 

 

In English, if you think that other people are always in a better situation than you, even when 

they are not, we say ‘The grass is always greener on the other side’. 

 

The grass is always greener on the other side. 

 

Well, maybe I should water it more often. 

 

Yes. I should take control of my lawn…and my life. Jealousy is a very bad thing. 

 

I shouldn’t be jealous of my boss’s… beautiful, wonderful, marvellous, fantastic, luxuriant 

…lawn. 

 

That’s right. I’m green with envy! 

 

In English, if we are unhappy because someone else has something that we want, we say ‘I’m 

green with envy’. 

 

I’m green with envy. 

 

 

 

 


